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^ King, Mubarak discuss 
. 1 : peace process 

BSinNW AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein and 
Sti ff MS Egyptian President Hosoi Mubarak on Monday dis- 
cussed the latest developments in the peace process, 
‘ireiorT^ 4 ^ particularly on the Palestinian-Israeli track. The King 
and President Mubarak also discussed bilateral rela- 
’ date, tions during the telephone call. King Hussein assured 
assi Egyptian president about his health condition. 
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Last batch of F-16 fighters 
arrive in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Three F-16 aircraft arrived at King 
Abdullah Air Base in Marka, the United States Informa- 
tion Service (TJSIS) said in a press release. The airplanes 
are the last batch of the $21 5 million “Peace Falcon * pro- 
gramme extended to Jordan and announced by Former 
U.S. Secretary of Defence William Perry during his visit 
to the Kingdom on Jan. 7, 1996. The Peace Falcon pro- 
gramme includes ] 2 F-l 6 A single seat air defence fight- 
er aircraft, four F-16B air defence fighters/trainers in 
addition to pilot training cources in the U.S. 
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Ross: Diminishing hopes 

Netanyahu’s aides shoot down reports on 
deal; Sharon boycotts meeting with Ross 

Israeli troops fire rubber-coated metal bullets, tear gas 
as Palestinians mark Land Day with demonstrations 


Majali: U.S. -Jordan 
ties are at their best 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

A U.S. diplomatic offensive 
to rescue Israeli-Pakistinian 
negotiations neared its end 
on a bleak note on Monday, 
with presidential envoy Den- 
nis Ross citing diminishing 
hopes for Middle East peace. 

“Obviously ' the stalemate 
begins to diminish the hopes 
that people have for seeing a 
very different Middle East 
and for building and achiev- 
ing peace." Mr. Rossf&ud at 
the Egyptian resort of Sharm 
El Sh eflch after briefing 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

hr Cairo, Egyptian state 
television quoted informe d 
sources as saying Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and Syria 
woald soon hold a high-level 
meeting to discuss die UJS. 
role in Middle East peace- 
making andthe latest Amer- 
ican initiative tpievive it It 
gave no date and provided 
no details. - * > v 
Meanwhil^;^^leading 
bawk in Isra^sgovanment, 

Sharon, toycottcd a meeting 
with Mr. Ross Monday, . 
claiming Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
negotiating a West Bank 
withdrawal deal behind his 
back 

Ml Netanyahu invited Mr. 
Sharon and Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Mordechai. con- 
sidered the cabinet’s main 
moderate, to a meeting with 
Mr. Ross to discuss the 
scope of a long-overdue 
troop withdrawal .from the 
West Bank, the prime minis- 
ter’s office said. 

But Ml Sharon refused to 
go, complaining that Ml 
N etanyahu was preparing a 
compromise pullback plan 
without consulting him or 
other ministers in govern- 
ment, Ml Sharon’s office 
said. 

Mr. Ross, wrapping up a 
four-day Mideast shuttle, on 
Monday failed to win agree- 
ment from Israelis and 
Palestinians on U.S. propos- 
als. 

The deadlock triggered 
new clashes between Pales- 
tinian stone throwers and 
Israeli troops. Palestinian 
protesters chanted “Death to 
America" and burned U.S. 
flags. 

In the West Bank towns 
Bethlehem and A1 Bireh, 
Israeli troops fired tear gas 


and rubber-coated steel bul- 
lets at hundreds of Palestin- 
ian school students, and sev- 
eral were injured. 

Mn Ross returned later on 
Monday to Israel where he 
held another round of talks 
with Mr. Netanyahu. 

Prior to his departure, Ml 
R oss was scheduled to speak 
by phone with Palestinian 
second-in-command Mah- 
moud Abbas since Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
was abroad, Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Ross has been trying 
to win support few a U.S. 
proposal for an Israeli with- 
drawal in stages from 13.1 
per cent of the West Bank, 
with each step accompanied 
by Palestinian security ges- 
tures. 

Ml Netanyahu denied 
Israeli media reports that a 
compromise was being 
worked out and that be bad 
increased his initial with- 
drawal offer from nine per 
coot to 11 percent 
“We have not discussed 
specifics on percentages, 
and. therefore reports of a 
supposed; agreement are not 
truer Mr- Netaoyahu said, 
adding that he did not expect 
Ml Ross to conclude a deal 
on this trip. 

Palestinian officials said 
they were concerned that the 
United States was ready to 
modify its own initiative 
under Israeli pressure. “We 
feel that this is areal test for 
American political wifi and 
the ability to withstand 
Israeli intransigence," said 
Hanan Ashrawi, Palestinian 
cabinet minister for higher 
education. 

“Ross has failed to extract 
from the Israelis a compli- 
ance with the requirements 
of the peace process and 
implementation with the 
agreements." 

In a U.S.-backed agree- 
ment signed last year, Mr. 
Netanyahu had pledged to 
cany out three troop pull- 
backs by this summer. How- 
ever, he later said he would 
go ahead with only one 
withdrawal before launching 
talks on final borders. The 
Pales tinians have said they 
would Dot accept any 
changes in agreements 
already signed. 

Mr. Netanyahu ' hinted 
Monday that be was soften- 
ing his position, saying be 
was ready to discuss an addi- 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali has described His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
visit to the U.S. as very suc- 
cessful and that it con- 
tributed towards further 
promoting bilateral rela- 
tions. 

Speaking to reporters 
upon his return to Amman. 
Dr. Majali said King Hus- 
sein also underwent med- 
ical checkups w hich proved 
him to be in very’ good 
health. 

According to the prime 
minister. King Hussein and 
the U.S. administration dis- 
cussed Jordanian-U.S. rela- 


tions which he described as 
at their besL He added that 
the American leaders have 
expressed their admiration 
and appreciation of King 
Hussein and his wise lead- 
ership as they displayed 
iota! confidence in the King 
and asked for his advice. 

“Bilateral relations are 
excellent militarily and 
economically," said Dr. 
Majali. adding that the U.S. 
has pledged to provide Jor- 
dan in 1999 with S225 mil- 
lion in economic and mili- 
tary aid as they did in 1998. 
He also said the U.S. has 
agreed to supply the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces with 


needed modem weapons. 

Referring to the peace 
process. Dr. Majali said that 
the King feels that the 
.Americans are seriously 
exerting efforts to bridge 
the gap between the Pales- 
tinians and Israelis. 

Dr. Majali said the King 
discussed die Iraqi question 
with the U.S. leaders, 
stressing that a direct 
American-Iraqi dialogu 
was a basic requirement for 
solving the outstanding 
issues. The prime minister 
said the Americans are not 
totally against this idea and 
will study it. 


Iraqi, Syrian ministers 
hold talks in Baghdad 



MARKING LAND DAY: Palestinian youths carry away a wounded protestor after he 
was struck by a rubber-coated bullet fired by Israeli soldiers on Monday during dashes 
outside the West Bank town of Ram all ah. Thirteen Palestinians were injured in the West 
Bank while thousands of Palestinians marched in annual protests against confiscation of 
their lands (AFP photo) 

EU backs Cook over 
Israeli settlements row 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The European Union (EU) on Monday expressed strong backing for 
British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook after his clash with the Israeli government over Jew- 
ish settlements on the West Bank. 

At their monthly meeting in Brussels. EU foreign ministers issued a statement endorsing 
the approach taken by Mr. Cook on a March .17 visit to JabaJ Abu Ghneim settlement in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

‘Europe is standing right behind him [Cook]," said German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel. 

Mr. Cook’s meeting with a senior Palestinian official at the sire sparked a furiou.- reac- 
tion from Israel’s right-wing Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, who promptly can- 
celled a dinner he was due to give for the foreign secretary. 

In a sign of their determination not to be seen to be backing down in the face of Israeli 
pressure, the ministers took the unusual step of publishing a summary of Israeli settlement 
activity for the last three months of last year, based on monitoring by EU consulates in 
Jerusalem. 

In a statement, the foreign ministers reiterated their concern at the continuing deadlock 
in the peace process and called for an early U.S. initiative to kickstart negotiations. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
Health Minister Umid Medhat 
and his Syrian counterpart 
Mohammad lyad A1 Sham 
examined ways ro strengthen 
cooperation in their field at the 
beginning of a Syrian-Iraqi 
medical week here Monday. 

Mr. Medhat informed Mr. 
Sham, the first Syrian minister 
to visit Baghdad since a thaw 
in ties last year, of his min- 
istry's activities under die UN. 
embargo in force since the 


1 990 invasion of Kuwait, offi- 
cial Baghdad radio said. 

Mr. Sham pledged “Syria’s 
support for die brotherly Iraqi 
people in their struggle for a 
lifting of die unjust embargo,” 
the radio reported. 

A day after he arrived with a 
convoy of 12 trucks loaded 
with food and medical sup- 
plies. the Syrian minister took 
part Monday in the opening of 
a week-long medical seminar 
between the two countries. 


Relations between Syria and 
Iraq, which are ruled by rival 
wings of the Baath Party, have 
improved since last May and 
in June they reopened’ their 
border, closed since 1982, to 
trade. 

Ties have been severed since 
the 1980-88 Iran- Iraq war. 
when Damascus sided with 
Tehran. Syria also took part in 
the U.S.-led multinational 
coalition w hich evicted Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in 1991. 


S. Arabia says it has uncovered 
facts behind Dhahran blast 


MECCA (AFP) — Saudi Arabia has uncovered 
the facts behind the 1996 Dhahran bomb blast 
which killed 19 U.S. servicemen. Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz 
announced Monday. 

“The Saudi general intelligence services have 
made great efforts for us to know everything on 
this incident,” Prince Nayef told a press confer- 
ence in Mecca, western Saudi Arabia. 

“All the facts connected to this crime are now in 
our hands. .An announcement will be made at the 
appropriate time.” he said. 


The interior minister said the Gulf Arab king- 
dom was still requesting the extradition of a Saudi 
suspect in the bombing. Hani Abdul Rahim AJ 
Sayegh* from the United States. 

The June 25, 19% truck bombing targeted a 
military' housing complex for U.S. airmen in 
Dhahran. eastern Saudi Arabia. 

Sayegh. accused of taking part in preparations 
for the attack, was extradited from Canada to the 
United States, as pan of a deal to provide infor- 
mation in exchange for faring a lesser charge. 


Iraqis call on U.N. to scrap ‘no-fly’ zones 


tiooal withdrawal with the 
Palestinians. However, the 
Palestinians reportedly 
insisted that the Americans 
be present at such talks, an 
idea Mr. Netanyahu rejects. 

Mr. Netanyahu denied a 
report in the Maariv daily 
that he was considering a 
partial freeze on Jewish set- 
tlement construction in the 
West Bank in exchange for 
Palestinian acquiescence to 
a laige-scale Jewish settle- 


ment project on occupied 
land in Jerusalem. 

“We are not talking about a 
settlement freeze at any 
stage,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 
“That is not part of the 
agreement and so it wasn't 
raised.” 

On Sunday, Mr. Ross had 
met with Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat who. 
according to Israeli officials, 
has not signal on to the idea 
of Palestinian reciprocal 


steps for Israeli troop pull- 
backs. 

In a demonstration of just 
how violent the climate is. a 
carload of explosives that 
authorities believed was 
meant for use in a terror 
attack went off prematurely 
on Sunday in the West Bank 
town of Ram all ah. 

A Palestinian man was 


(Continued on page 7) 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqis 
called Monday for U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan, as a 
signatory of last month's accord 
on arms inspections, to scrap 
the "no-fly" zones imposed cm 
the north and south of Iraq. 

"The ban on Iraqi aircraft 
overflying our territory is in 
contradiction with Paragraph 2 
of the second between Iraq and 
the United Nations." a group of 
156 Iraqi personalities wrote in 
a messaae to the U.N. chief. 


MPs and trade union leaders 
were among the figures who 
signed the petition, a copy of 
which was received by AFP. 

•Article 2 of the Feb. 23 
accord on aims inspections 
state that "the United Nations 
reiterates the commitment of ail 
member states to respect the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Iraq." 

The Iraqi petition called for 
Mr. Annan “to work to annul 
the air exclusion zones, which 


are neither based on resolutions 
of the UN. Security Council 
nor of the General Assembly.” 

Western allies set up a north- 
ern “no-fly'' zone in 1991 say- 
ing it was to protect Iraqi Kurds 
from anack by Baghdad, and a 
southern zone was imposed the 
next year for the protection of 
Shiite Muslims. 

The zones, covering more 
than half of Iraq's territory, are 
not based on anv U.N. resolu- 


Lower House deputies differ on performance in first session of Parliament 


By Fairouz Abn-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The active 
performance of the four- 
month-old Lower House ' 
has surprised many Jordani- 
ans who had expected the 
mostly tribal and pro-gov- 
ernment deputies to rubber 
stamp official policies, 
observers and analysts said 
However, despite winning 
high marks, \the 80-seat 
House has . in : - the eyes of 
many > politicians and 
deputies remained teethless 
hetause it fiiiled to reverse 
controversial government ' 
policies; Including the pri- 
vatisation ^scheme and Jor- 
dan’s participation in Turk- ■ 
ish-Israeli-U.S. military 
teanoeiLyres..- 
Pro-government and trib- 
al leaders won 62 seats in 
the House, while Islamists 
and pan-Arab nationalists, 
who oppose the peace 


treaty with Israel and tough 
IMF-agreed economic 
reforms, clinched the rest 

The powerful Islamist-led 
opposition boycotted the 
race to protest what it said 
was a steady erosion of par- 
liamentary powers and pub- 
lic freedoms under succes- 
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sive governments, helping 
feed a popular notion that 
the next House would be 
powerless. 

Yet the assembly man- 
aged to inject some life into 
the country’s musty politi- 
cal atmosphere, subjecting 
the government to bruising 
debates on domestic and 
foreign policies, politicians 
said. 

But it failed to reverse 
government policies on 
controversial issues, includ- 
ing the much-opposed pri- 


vatisation scheme and a ban 
on pro-Iraqi rallies at the 
height of U.S.-Ifaqi ten- 
sions. 

Deputies themselves 
showed division in assess- 
ing their performance after 
Parliament’s first four- 
month-session ended on 
Sunday. 

'This Parliament had a 
much better performance 
than the previous ones,” 
claimed First Deputy 
speaker Yousef Shraideh. 
“Unlike its predecessors 
which only wanted to argue 
for the sake of argument, 
the opposition in this Par- 
liament is a genuine one 
that cares for the country.” 

But fellow Deputy Nazih 
Ammarin disagreed. 

“From my experience in 
this Parliament, I believe 
that the government is 
capable of passing any 
law” said Dr. Ammarin, 
who was reelected for a 


second four-year term in 
the latest ballot. 

Before that. Dr. Ammarin, 
an independent Christian 
doctor from Karat, served 
as deputy in 1984 when 
martial law rules were in 
force, limiting Parliament’s 
scope of public criticism of 
government policies. 

Others, including 

deputies, said they believed 
the current assembly failed 
to exercise its legislative 
authority and failed to act 
as a watch-dog over gov- 
ernment policies, two major 
functions of the House. 

“The House’s legislative 
authority is paralysed main- 
ly due to the 4 one-person 
one-vote’ electoral law, and 
because of the lack of cohe- 
sion and cooperation 
among members,” Dr. 
Ammarin said. 

“We even failed to present 
the government with one 
suggestion for a draft law 


[during the four-month-old 
session),” he said. 

The opposition has long 
criticised the “one-person 
one-vote" system as aimed 
at reducing their representa- 
tion in Parliament. They say 
that in a tribal society' such 
as Jordan, voters would cast 
their one ballot according to 
family considerations and 
not political affiliations. 

“Deputies in this [the 
13th] Parliament were not 
elected according to merit 
but according to tribal affil- 
iations,” one deputy told the 
Jordan Times. 

Abdul Latif ArabiyaL sec- 
retary general of the Islam- 
ic Action Front (1AF) party 
and former Lower House 
speaker, said the House 
failed to even monitor gov- 
ernment policies. 

“When the government 
feels that there is a strong 
watch-dog over it, it thinks 
twice before introducing 


any law or policy," he told 
the Jordan Times. 

Others questioned the 
professional qualifications 
of a House, which has only 
five lawyers among its 
remarks. " 

They claimed it lacked 
the political in-depth that 
many in the previous hous- 
es had, especially in the 
House that was elected in 
1989, months after Jordan 
launched democratic 
reforms. 

“In 1989. there was a 
strong and credible opposi- 
tion bloc in the House, and 
there was much more 
objectivity then,” Dr. Ara- 
biyat added. 

Twentv-rwo Muslim 
Brotherhood members won 
seats in 1989, the first elec- 
tions since 1967. In 1993. 
the- LAF, the political arm of 
the Brotherhood, saw* its 
power fail to 1 6 deputies in 
the House after the envem- 


ment introduced the “one- 
person one-vote" formula. 

Deputies in 1989 chal- 
lenged the government on a 
daily basis and Prime Min- 
ister Mudar Badran bad to 
include six Brotherhood 
deputies in his short-lived 
cabinet to ensure a vote of 
confidence. 

Despite scepticism, how- 
ever, the 120-day session 
was packed with surprises. 

A visit to Israel in 
December by two deputies, 
an Islamist lawmaker and a 
liberal colleague, generated 
waves of condemnation 
inside the House, keen to 
resist any form of normali- 
sation with Israel since the 
1994 treaty. 

Two months later, the 
House was taken by sur- 
prise when Lower House 
Speaker $a*d Hayel Srour 
and a team of eight deputies 
accompanied His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 


Hassan on the first high- 
level visit to Tel Aviv since 
ties soured after Israel's 
failed attempt ro assassi- 
nate a Hamas leader in 
Amman in September. 

Government sources said 
the inclusion of deputies 
from many political shades 
in the official delegation 
was aimed at giving the 
impression that the Jordan- 
ian-Israeli peace process 
enjoyed popular backing 
and was not only limited to 
the government 

However, 1 7 deputies 
stormed out of the House to 
protest the visit at the start 
of the session that followed 
the delegation’s return. 

On Feb. 4, 23 deputies 
also demanded the resigna- 
tion of former information 
minister. Samir Mutawi, for 
allowing the Arabic Song 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Saudi crown prince visits Hamas 
founder Yassin in Jeddah hospital 


JEDDAH (AFP) — Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah Bin 
Abdul Aziz visited Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin, founder and 
spiritual leader of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). Monday at King 
Khaled Hospital in Jeddah, 
the official SPA news agency 
said. 

This was the first time 
Riyadh announced the pres- 


ence here of Sheikh Yassin, 
who anived in Saudi Arabia 
at the beginning of March and 
made the lesser Muslim pil- 
grimage to the Holy City of 
Mecca. 

He then entered the hospi- 
tal. which is under the Saudi 
National Guard commanded 
by the crown prince, for ear 
treatment. 

SPA said Sheikh Yassin 


expressed his "thanks and his 
respect for King Fahd and the 
crown prince for their assis- 
tance to die Palestinians and 
their just cause." 

Sheikh Yassin, 61, is trying 
to get his hearing back in one 
ear and receive treatment for 
an infection in the other 
which doctors say could 
affect his brain, according to 
his entourage. 


The Hamas spiritual guide 
was freed in October after 
seven years in an Israeli 
prison in exchange for the 
release of two Israeli agents 

captured in Amman following 
an assassination attempt on 
Hamas official IQtaled 
Misha' al. 

Hamas has been behind 
most of the deadly suicide 
operations against the Israelis. 


Opposition official calls for 
Palestinian leadership meeting 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) called Monday for 
Palestinian President Yasser 
.Arafat to hold a meeting of 
the heads of major Palestin- 
ian groups to “assess the 
Palestinian situation." 

Fahd Suleiman of the 
political office of the Pales- 
tinian opposition group said 
in a statement that such a 
meeting is necessary’ to eval- 
uate “the current situation of 


the Palestinians who suffer 
from the expansion of Israeli 
settlements and the intransi- 
gence of [Israeli Prime Min- 
ister] Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s government." 

He also said the meeting, 
which would be held in an 
Arab capital, would include 
Nayef Hawatmeh of the 
Damascus-based DFLP. 
George H abash of the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine and Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, founder and 


spiritual guide of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). 

They would discuss 
“restructuring Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation institu- 
tions.'' Mr. Suleiman said. 

Mr. ArafaL who was 
informed two weeks ago of 
the plan for the meeting and 
supported it, told a DFLP 
delegation in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah that “the 
issue is being studied." the 
Palestinian official said. 


Palestinian 
gets three 
years for 
kidnap, 
bombing 
plots 



CAR EXPLOSION IN RAMALLAH: A Palestinian policeman Monday stands near 
the wreckage of a car destroyed in an explosion In the West Bank city of RamaJlan. 
The car was destroyed when a bomb was being prepared by a Palestinian militant 
for an anti-Israeli attack. One Palestinian was killed in the explosion (AFP photo) 


Iran warns of future Israeli 
‘aggression’ on south Lebanon 


BEIRUT l AFP) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi said here Monday 
that Tehran backed a deri- 
sion by Beirut to reject an 
Israeli offer to withdraw 
from the buffer zone it occu- 
pies in southern Lebanon. 

Mr. Kharazi, speaking at a 
press conference after talks 
with his Lebanese counter- 
pan. Fares Bouez. also 
warned of “future Israeli 
aggressions - on- southern 
Lebanon." 

“Israel wants a pretext to 
enable it to start its cam- 
paign against southern 
Lebanon at any time," said 
Mr. Kharazi who anived 
here on Monday from neigh- 
bouring Syria, where he met 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad and other Syrian offi- 
cials. 

Mr. Kharazi said he 
backed Lebanon's rejection 


of an Israeli offer to with- 
draw from the “security 
zone" it occupies in south 
Lebanon in return for guar- 
antees that Beirut will put a 
halt to anti-Israeli attacks 
from the area. 

“The objective of the pro- 
posal is to eliminate the 
points of strength [of the 
Arabs] in the region, particu- 
larly Lebanese-Syrian coor- 
dination." Mr. Kharazi said 
- Lebanon and Syria*- the- 
main powerbroker in 
Lebanon with 35.000 troops 
in the country, have both 
rejected the Israeli proposal. 

Mr. Kharazi. whose coun- 
try is the chief backer of 
anti-Israeli Hizbollah guer- 
rillas in south Lebanon, said: 
“When Israel withdraws 
[from southern Lebanon] 
then the resistance will have 
truly achieved its objective." 

During his three-day visit 


here, Mr. Kharazi is sched- 
uled to meet President Elias 
Hrawi. Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri. Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Bern. Druze leader 
Walid Jumblatz and leaders 
of the Maronite and Sunni 
and Shiite Muslim commu- 
nities. 

Before leaving Damascus. 
Mr. Kharazi told the official 
Syrian news agency SANA 
that Israel's “expansionist" 
policies were a “danger for 
the countries of the entire 
region." 

“Israel constitutes a great 
threat and the continuation 
of its expansionist policies is 
a danger for the countries of 
the entire region." he said. 

Mr. Kharazi also described 
his visit to Syria, one of 
Iran's closest allies in the 
Arab world as “very posi- 
tive.” 


LCD (AFP) — A Palestinian 
was sentenced Monday to 
three years in jail by a military 
court for planning to kidnap 
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud 
Olmert and bomb a mall in 
die city last year, officials 
said 

Mohammad Halil Hamada, 
20, from Sur Baher outside 
Jerusalem, confessed to plan- 
ning the kidnapping and 
bombing with three other 
members of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), court officials said 

Hamada told interrogators 
that he joined Harms only 
two months before being 
arrested and during that time 
he and two other Hamas 
members tested security at the 
Jerusalem mall by carrying 
pieces of metal hidden in bags 
past the guards. 

The court convicted Hama- 
da to three years in jail plus an 
additional four-year suspend- 
ed sentence in a plea bargain 
agreement worked out with 
dK prosecution. 

“Were talking about a man 
who was a member for only 
two months and was only 19 
when he joined” Hamada's 
lawyer. Jawad Boulous. told 
army radio. 

“He wasn't an organiser of 
the cell and planned the acts 
but never carried them out." 


Islamic Jihad vows to 
continue fight against Israel 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Nearly 10.000 people turned 
out for a Land Day march 
here Monday on the anniver- 
sary’ of the killing of six 
Israeli Arabs protesting land 
co nfiscatio ns by Israel, 
organisers said 

Ramadan Abdullah Shalah, 
chief of the Palestinian group 
Islamic Jihad called on the 
mostly Palestinian crowd 
during the march at the 
Yarmouk camp at the south- 
ern end of Damascus to con- 
tinue the fight against Israel. 

“The resistance will contin- 
ue until victory and the evic- 
tion of the Israeli aggressor 
from all Arab territories is 


achieved" Mr. Shalah told 
AFP. adding that Islamic 
Jihad is “supporting the resis- 
tance with all our forces.” 
Islamic Jihad has claimed 
responsibility for a number 
of suicide bombings in Israel 
during the past few years. 

Colonel Abu Moussa. the 
leader of another Palestinian 
group, Fateh-Intifada, harsh- 
ly denounced Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in a 
speech for “betraying" his 
people and “legitimising die 
[Israeli] occupation by sign- 
ing the Oslo accords.” 
Organisers said nearly 
10.000 people from 10 Pales- 
tinian opposition organisa- 


tions based in Damascus par- 
ticipated in the march. 

Members of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine took part in the 
event. 

Land Day marks the 
anniversary of the 1976 
killing of six Israeli Arabs by 
Israeli border guards during 
demonstrations against the 
confiscation of land and was 
marked by Arab-Israelis and 
Palestinians in die West Bank 
and Gaza Strip on Monday. 


Former Bethlehem mayor 
Freij dies in Amman at 80 


Sudanese newspaper publisher abducted, 
threatened by ‘mafia’ over reports — paper 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday delegated Chief of 
the Royal Court Fayez 
Tarawneb to visit the Arab 
Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery to offer his 
condolences to the Freij 
family on the passing of 
Elias Freij. the former 
Palestinian minister of 
tourism and former mayor 
of the city of Bethlehem. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
son delegated his advisor. 


Michael Hamameh; for the 
same purpose. 

Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour expressed 
Jordan's sadness on the 
death of Freij, who died 
Sunday evening. He paid 
tribute to the man who he 
said spent his life working 
to serve the Palestinian peo- 
ple and carrying out his 
national duty. 

Dr. Ensour said Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji will represent 



the government at the 
funeral, which will be held 
Tuesday at the Nativity 
Church of Bethlehem. 


Flooding kills 5, injures 7 in Iran 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Armed men abducted the 
publisher of a private 
Sudanese newspaper and 
warned him they would 
bum its offices and press if 
it printed more articles on 
“mafia" usury, the daily 
reported Monday. 

The men offered Al Rai 
Al Aam's board chairman 
and publisher. Ali Ismail 
Autbani. a lift as he was 
walking to the mosque on 


Friday, but when he got into 
the car. one of the “mafia” 
gang put a pistol to his neck 
and he was threatened by 
the gangsters, who also 
insulted him. the paper said. 

Mr. A tab an i has filed a 
complaint with security 
officials who have begun an 
investigation, the papier 
said. Chief editor Abdullah 
Obeid also notified the 
press and publications 
council and the Sudanese 


Journalists Union of the 
brief abduction and threat 

Al Rai Al Aam earlier 
reported that several farm- 
ers and businessmen have 
been jailed for failing to 
repay loans at exorbitant 
rates of interest to money- 
lenders and has called for a 
campaign against usury. 

The paper on Monday 
appealed to the head of 
state. President Omar .Al 
Bashir, to intervene in per- 


son to curb usury and urged 
the legal authorities to issue 
laws prohibiting such prac- 
tices. 

It has also called on usury 
victims to file lawsuits 
against usurers. 

Tne paper vowed that it 
would continue with its 
anti-usury campaign, say- 
ing that the unacceptable 
practice “has sent tens of 
the mafia victims to pris- 
ons." 


TEHRAN i AFP i — Five peo- 
ple have been killed and seven 
others injured in floods caused 
by torrential rain in western 
and central pans of Iran in the 
past two days, the official 
IRNA news agency reported 
Monday. 

Two members of a family 
were killed and three others 
injured in Chaqlundi region of 
western Lorestan province 
after the roof of their house 
collapsed from flooding. 


A river in Khoramahad the 
main town in Lorestan, over- 
flew and water surrounded 10 
nearby villages. 

In another rural region in 
Lorestan. occupied by 
nomads, one person was killed 
and four injured. Homes in 70 
villages were either destroyed 
or severely damaged. Flooding 
has closed main roads and 
destroyed bridges, cutting 
links with 560 villages. 

Two sisters drowned after a 


river overflew in the village of 
Nazmakan in south-western 
Kohgi luyeh-Boyer-Ahmad 
province, and rescuers are still 
searching for their bodies. 

In the western provinces of 
Khuzestan and Kennanshah, 
vast areas of farms have been 
inundated by water and crops 
destroyed. According to local 
officials in Kerrnanshah, the 
level of water in rivers there 
have been raised by up to five 
metres. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Cartoon — C.R.O. 

16:30 —.French programmes 

18:00 Quiz Show — SmallTalk 
18:30 ..Drama — Border town 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Doc. — De Cause Acffet 

19 JO — News Headlines 

I9J5 Comedy — Pride and Joy 

20:00 What Would You Do? 

20 JO Encounter 

21:10 ..Drama — AcapolcoBay 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO Feature Rim — “She 
Leads Two Lives" 

23:59 Metro Cafe' 

OOJO... End of TX 


PRAYER TIMES 

— Fajr 

05 £2 i Sunrise) Duha 

11:40 Dhuhr 

15:12 ‘At 

17:58 „.„Maghreb 

19:16 ‘Isha 


| CHURCHES 

I Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
[ Swrifleh, Tel. 5920740 
> Assembles of God Church Tel. 
! 4652785 

■ St Joseph Church Tel. 

i 4624590 

I Terra Sancta Church TeL 
I 4622366 

! Anglican Church Tel, 


4624855/4624*11. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangefical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Chris of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654032 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaBe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation. Swa- 
BehTd. 5920146 
The U Urate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

Hie Armenian Catholic 
Church 771331 


with skies cloudy to partly 
cloudy and winds northwesterly 
moderate. Temperatures are 
expected to rise slightly in the 
afternoon and there will be a 
chance of scattered showers in 
the northern pans of the King- 
dom. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

Amman - 05/14 

Aqaba 11/23 

Deserts 04/15 

Jordan Valley iO/I9 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 23 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 96 per 
ccm. Aqaba 30 per cent. 


IRBED: 

Dr. Gfaazi Ta'aomeh 250080 

Al Qods pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. RabahAJBoorini 990512 

Khalifeb pharmacy — 9S54I7 


EMERGENCIES 


.773111 

Radio Jordan 

7741 1 l 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Inibmtation._.44- 
5320i) 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport ...44-53200 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Cold and rainy weather condi- 
tions will prevail during the day 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Hala&eh . 

Dn RuhiSukkar 

Dr. FadlAlKhatib 

De Yousef Al Faqih 
Ferdows pharmacy .. 
Al Asema pharmacy . 
Al Salam pharmacy 
Yacoub pharmacy ... 
Shmesani pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy . 


..-5519230 
.-856457 
— 865456 

790 i 04 

—778336 

..4637055 

..4636730 

,4644945 

4637660 

..4623672 


Food Control Centre.— 463"! 1 1 
CvQ l>fsno?D5pacreia5661in 
Civil Defence Immediate Rev 

cue 4630341 

Cr.il Defence Emercencv 1 99 

Rescue ftwre 192.462i 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade — 4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police ,843402 

Traffic Pobce 896390 

Public Security Dep; 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Com- 
plaints .5661176 

Way&SewrejgeGarpk^ .897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

787111 

Telephone Information i directo- 
ry assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls ...» 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs >..4623101 

A Mali Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The An* Centre for Heart and Sf«- 

nal Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. AfcdK 9666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Td. 
8368 13.856856 

Luzmila ^4630195 

Khalidi Matemiiy......46442Sl/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Malta. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani ...560707] 
Shmeisani Hospital ....5669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. .Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir. 77511 1/26 

Anrty. Marita S9I61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


Zarqa 

109(983?** 

National Hospital 

maionnsAn 

Ibn Sina Hospital 1 09 1986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09*99l»Q 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basrrn Hospital 
-...102)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(02)27^75 

Ibn Al 

Naliss Hospital 
(02)247100 


Beirut (RJ) 

.Muscat. Dubai (RJj 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Cairo (RJj 

-.Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

-Jeddah iaddj(RJ) 

Jeddah (add s (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(031314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


arrivals 


Roy al Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

—Damascus (RJ) 

06:45 -Sanaa (RJ) 

07:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

07:15 Jeddah. Aqaba (add) 
(RJ) 

OfcOO Jeddah (oddHRT) 

09:20 — Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Other Flights 

14:35 Istanbul (TK) 

14:40 Munich (YP) 

16:30 — - -Rome(AZ) 

18 JO .. Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

20:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

22:20 — London (BA) 

— Amsterdam (KL) 

23:25 Lamaca(CY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
jJJ* -Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ...Amman (QAlA)fRW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) ^ 

17:20 — -Tel Aviv (RW) 

18 JO — Amman (QA1A) (RW") 

- -Aqaba (RW) 

zz»0 - .Amman (Marita Airport) iRW 

departures 


Rpyal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:45 3eimr(RJ) 


07 JO Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11:00 Aqaba, Paris 

(RJ) 

11:15 — Vienna, Brussels (RJ) : 

1^00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 1 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

12 J5 Frankfurt (RJ) 

L3:00 London (RJ) 

15:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 -Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:00 Jeddah (add)(RJ) 


Other Flights 

O 212 ® — Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 ^Athens (OAJ 

15:40 Munich (YP) 

15:45 Istanbul (TK) 

17 JO JRome (AZ) 

19*30 Dubai (EK) 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21 :40 ...Cairo (MS) 
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” At least 
33 killed 
in Somali 
battle 
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MOGADISHU. (AFP) - 
Fierce fighting between rival 
clans left ac least 33 people 
dead and dose to 100 wound- 
ed on Monday in the southed 
Somali post city of Kismayo. 
local authority and militia 
sources said. 

Most of the casualties were 
the gunmen of the Marehan 
and Majerten dans — firing 
heavy machine-guns and anti- 
tank rockets — who dashed 
over control of Kismayo, but 
several civilians were among 
the dead, they said. 

Medical sources put the 
number of wounded at 
between 79 and 93. 

Armed Marehan militia- 
men attacked tire Majerten at 
3:00 am. from four fronts, the 
sources said. 

The Marehan forces in tl re 
region are under the com- 
mand of General Omar Haji 
Mohammad, while those of 
the Majerten are led by Gen- 
eral Mohammad Said Hirsi 
“Morgan." 

Both waning sides claimed 
victory, but the city remained 
under Majerten control, reli- 
able sources said 
Fighting was also repeated 
in the southern village of 
Qeydec, where at least two 
people were killed and five 
others wounded in clashes 
between the Habr Gedir and 
Dir clans. 

On Sunday, more than 300 
families fled from the Indian 
Ocean coast town of Hobyo 
to safe- villages inland fol- 
lowing three days of fighting 
between two Habr Gedir sub- 
clans. That violence left more 
titan a dozen people dead 
One of tite waning subclans 
in Hobyo, the Sa’ad, is loyal 
to Mogadishu - warlord 
Osman Hassan Ali “Atto." 
The other. Suleiman, is led by 
militia commander Mah- 
moud Mahamed Sigane. 

The Marehan and Majerten 
in Kismayo both belong to 
the larger Darod tribe, but 
have different political ambi- 
tions. 

The Majerten founded the 
Somali Democratic Salvation 
Front (SSDF) in 1978 in a bid 
to overthrow dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane, a 
Marehan. who was ousted in 
1991 after a Woody civil war. 

The warlords have ruled 
Somalia since then. 

The fi gh ting in Kismayo is 
expected to destabilise tbe 
neighbouring Juba valley, 
Somalia's bread basket. 

It is also likely to diminish 
hopes for a reconciliarion 
conference among Somalia’s 
warlords to set up an interim 
government, observers said 
The warlords agreed at a 
conference in Cairo late last 
year to meet in the disputed 
southern town of Baidoa to 
set up a federal state and pro- 
visional government. 

That meeting was to have 
started first in February, that 
on March 31, but has again 
been postponed 
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Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
06:45 Amman (MarkaAirpwt) . 
(RW) 

°8:I5 AqahafRW 

09 JO .-Amman (QAIA) (RW 
17:45 Amman (MarkaAirpSt) 
(RW) 

17 s£5 „Tel Aviv (RW) 

20J0 ™Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
2IJ0 — _Aqat»(RW) 
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Princess Basma launches programme 
to include men in family planning 

AMMAN (J.T.) — "Togsth- health and social develop- I -pi * r» i ] \ 

erfcr a Happy Family” was meat The project includes PflllCeSS BaSEQ<l ODdlS WOlASllOp j 

(hi 1 fijlp nf WTTlMlflt) iv i*» —— i m i " " I 1 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ^Togeth- 
er for a Happy Family” was 
the tide of die campaign 
launched last yesterday under 
the patronage of HRH 
Princess Basma to draw 
attention to die importance of 
including men in family plan- 
ning in order to achieve high- 
er standards in both societal 
and economic sectbrs. 

According to a- Queen Alia 
Fund (QAF) press release.- 
Princess Basma stated that 
while the current health care 
situation is improving, it can 
make greater strides in a 
shorter time if men are matte 
aware of the importance of 
their participation and discus- 
sion with their wives in tins 
crucial area. 

"This project is unique in 
the sense that it enhances 
men's participation to reach 
joint decisions related to fam- 
ily health. Previous efforts 
have focused on women, but 
this campaign utilises a new 
advanced concept of men’s 
participation that serves as a 
model that should be adopted 
in all other development areas 
if success is to be achieved, 1 ' 
the Princess added. 

The campaign will focus on 
two dominant themes. The 
first is an awareness project 
that includes the participation 
of national leaders in associa- 
tion with the ministries of 
awqaf and Islamic affairs, 


Luhat’s 
going on 


FILM 

* "Orlando” at die 
British Council. Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

AMMAN INTERNA- 
TIONAL . 
THEATRE FESTIVAL 

7 VESaAY.^,. : . 

V* Algerian play “Baba 
and Hahn? sand Egyptian 
play “The Daughters of 
Bemarda Alba” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 
730 p.m. and 9:00 pan. 
respectively. 

WEDNESDAY 

* Jordanian play 
“Another Bullet at Bemar- 
da Alba's House” and 
Egyptian play “The 
Daughters of Bemarda 
Alba” at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre at 730 pjcn. and 
9:00 pJEL respectively. 

LECTURES 

* "Germany, the Near 
East and the Middle East” 
by Dr. Volker Perthes at 
die Centre for Strategic 
Studies, the- University of 
Jordan at 12 noon. 

* "La vida cultural de los 
moriscos valencianos” (in 
Spanish) by Robert Cuen- 
ca at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal A mman- on Wednes- 
day, April 1 at 7:00 pm 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Mohammad 
A1 Shammari at Rawaq A1 
Balqa, Fuheis until April 7. 

* Exhibition of electrical 
equipment, home appli- 
ances, clothing, perfume, 
sweets ■ (marking the 
advent of ‘Eid A1 Adha) at 
the University of Jordan, 
until April 7. 

♦Book exhibition at the 
Bishop’s School, Jabal 
Amman, First Circle, until 
April 1 

* Paintings on hand- 
made paper at Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation, off 
Wadi Saqra Sl (Tel. 
5699141/2), until April 25. 

* Colours of Life” at 
Books @Caf£ flfel- 
837931/2), until March 31. 


health and social develop- 
ment The project includes 
forming groups comprising 
three members, including a 
doctor; a social expert and a 
religious scholar, according to 
a report from the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The second campaign is a 
press and media campaign 
that wilt target all citizens. 

Princess Basma noted die 
level support offered by the 
government, religious lead- 
ers, the private sector, and 
non-govemmental organisa- 
tions in tins project, which is 
being coordinated by the 
National Population Com- 
mission, said the QAF state- 
ment She also distributed 
awards to 25 natio nal and 
international organisations 
providing support to the pro- 
gramme. 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurdi 
said in his speech that Jordan 
has witnessed a number of 
developments in health ser- 
vices in the last two decades. 

The ministry works through 
307 health centres throughout 
the Kingdom to provide care 
for mothers and infants, be 
added 

However, he said die clinics 
are primarily set up for 
women and most of the front 
line workers are women who 
are culturally inhibited from 
addressing men on many 


AMMAN (J.T,) — Under the patronage of HRH Princess 
Basma, the Princess Basma Women's Resource Centre 
(PBWRQ began a two-day workshop in cooperation with 
the UNDP on “Gtobal’Environmental Facility’s (GEF) small 
grams programme m Jordan," according to a press release 
Mond ay. 

The GEPs small grants programme aims to support and 
promote community-level initiatives addressing global envi- 
ronmental challenges, led by the NGO community. 

' At the qpeningafthe ceremony. Princess Basma addressed 
an audience of representatives of .the NGO community and 
governmental agencies. She stressed the importance of part- 
' nerships in feeing environmental challenges, and stressed the 
important role of women’s organisations in this regard the 
statement said 

Jorgan Lissnet; UND Presi dem representative, emphasised 
die significance of the GEF programme, while praising the 
Jordanian government for its support of “such a decentralised 
approach that aims at empowering women and men at the 
community level to take responsibility for their immediate 
environment” Mr. Lissner also gave an overview o f the 
medium-sized grant scheme, another component of the GEF 
programme. 

During the workshop, participants will be acquainted with 
the GEF programme's small grant scheme, and guidelines for 
writing fundable proposals. The workshop also aims at 
exploring ways in which to promote the role of local com- 
munities to improve their livelihood and conserve natural 
resources. Topics to be covered indude desertification, glob- 
al warming, biodiversity and international water, the state- 
ment said 


health issues, especially 
reproductive health. 

In his address, Lewis 
Lucke, director of USAID in 
Jordan, also spoke on the 
need to involve men in the 
famil y planning and their 


wives’ pregnancies. He added 
that immense efforts have 
been made to enhance health 
standards in the Kingdom, 
which he said has witnessed 
growth in the primary care 
infrastructure. 


Prince Ghazi returns from visits to 
British, German research centres 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Ghazi. cultural secretary of 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
has returned to Amm an 
from visits to scientific 
research centres in Britain 
and Germany. 

Accompanied by Princess 
Arij and the president of 
Balqa Applied Sciences 
University (BASUJin Salt, 
Kfialed Toukan, ‘ Prince 
Ghazi visited an electronics 
plant in England and exam- 
ined student training pro- 
grammes. 

The group also visited a 
college for science and 
technology and met its pres- 
ident to discuss bilateral 
cooperation in the fields of 
industry, water, chemical 


and mechanical engineering 
and medical surgery. 

In Germany, 1 the group 
toured similar centres and 
arrived at an agreement for 
cooperation between Ger- 
man research institutes and 
the university. 

During the visit, it was 
announced that Germany 
will '-present -BA5U‘Witir 
highly advanced equipment 
worth $8;2r miUion .foFi-MSe 
in research work in chem- 
istry, physics and general 
sciences. 

Balqa Applied Sciences 
University was established 
by a Royal Decree issued on 
Aug. 22. 1996. 

King Hussein named 
Prince Ghazi as chairman of 
the university’s Royal Com- 


mission. a position he still 
holds, as well as its board of 
trustees. 

The university includes 
undergraduate facilities and 
community colleges linked 
to various government 
departments, as well as 
those run by the Jordan 
Armed Forces. 

- Ire his 'message to the gov* 
eminent. King Hussein said 
the- university should super* 
vise the progress of commu- 
nity colleges in regulating 
their academic and voca- 
tional levels, help encour- 
age qualified students to 
pursue a formal university 
education, and prepare 
trainees to pursue vocation- 
al and technical occupa- 
tions. 


Promotional song on Kingdom’s 
attractions to be launched today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A promotional 
song by a Dutch singer on 
Jordan and its human, 
archaeological and natural 
wealth will be launched 
today during the ‘Tuesday 
Branch Show” on Radio 
Jordan, Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquities Akel Biltaji 
ann ounced yesterday. 

“Love at First Sight,” 
sung by Diana Ring and 
already available on com- 
pact disc and video, “will 
be used as a marketing tool, 
an unprecedented, artistic 
introduction to Jordan, 
where sounds and sights 
really go together, and 
words have .reference to 
Jordan’s most renowned 
sites,” Mr. Biltaji told jour- 
nalists. 

Ms. Ring, who started as 
an opera singer but shifted 
to ballads and modern 
music early in her career, 
described the song as “the 
story of [her] relationship 
with this breathtaking 
country and its warm peo- 
ple." 

According to Kamal 
Dafesh, the producer and 
author of the lyrics of 


jbicata 




Cover of the CD single ‘Love at First Sighf 


“Love at First Sight,” the 
record will soon be 
launched in Holland. “After 
that the record will be 
launched in Germany” he 
added. 

Both Ms. Ring and Mr. 
Dafesb presented the pro- 
duction to Jordan free of 
charge, with the coopera- 
tion of the Jordan Tourism 
Board (JTB), Mr. Biltaji 
said. 

JTB Director Marwan 
Khouri said this modern 
song, with a soft touch of 


Arabic and oriental tunes, 
“reflects exactly the image 
of Jordan we intend to pro- 
ject abroad: the image of 
Jordan as an ancient land, 
yet a modem Kingdom, 
peaceful, safe, and lively all 
together. 

“It is an add-on to what- 
ever promotional material 
we are using,” he said. 

‘The song has a universal 
appeal and the video was 
created for the world at 
large to see,” Mr. Biltaji 
added. 


Police questioning suspects in 
JD272,000 armoured car robbery 


Bv Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tutus Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — Authorities 
Monday said they were ques- 
tioning’ several suspects in 
j connection with the robbery 
1 on Sunday of JD272.000 
from an armoured car in the 
Jweideh area, south of 
Amman. 

“We are questioning the dri- 
ver of the armoured'' vehicle 
about what happened on the 
maning of the incident” said 
Brigadier General HLsham 
Ensour. director of the 
Amman Police Department 

According to die police 
official the driver of the 
armoured vehicle informed 
the authorities that he was 
waiting outside one of the 
banks in the central market in 
Jweideh for his partner to 
return with bags of money 


Sixth 
American 
computer 
show opens 
today 

By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the 
patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Prince Abdullah, the 
Sixth American Computer 
Show will begin today at 7:30 
p.m. at the Radis son SAS 
Hotel. 

The annual computer fair, 
organised by the American 
Business Centre of the U.S. 
embassy, features 29 compa- 
nies Jioni various sectors of 
Jordan's infant computer 
industry. . .... 

•The ‘ participating ■ compa- 
nies include well-established 
local distributors of American 
products that will display the 
latest advances in U.S. com- 
puter hardware and software, 
as well as new services. 

Highlights of the fair will 
include the inauguration of an 
on-line service that gives 
prices of computers according 
to their components, as well 
as the official launching of a 
new Interna Service Provider 
(ISP.), Jordan Electronic Net- 
work Services (JOIN), which 
will manage a demo Internet 
cafe during the expo. 

Seven of the participating 
companies will hold seminars 
to introduce other new 
advances. 

After it begins offering its 
services. JOBS 1 will be the fifth 
Jordanian ISP. According to 
sources within the industry’, 
there are roughly 6,500 Inter- 
net subscribers in Jordan — 
there are over 65 million 
Internet users around the 
globe. 

The expo is open to busi- 
nesspeople only Wednesday 
and Thursday, 10:00 a.rn.- 
1:30 ami, free of charge upon 
the presentation of a business 
card. The public is welcome 
. on the same days from 5.00 
p.m.- 10:00 p.m. t for an 
admission fee of 500 fils. 

In the spirit of last year's 
show, attended by approxi- 
mately 6,000 individuals, 
companies will offer promo- 
tional deals on services and 
computers during the two-day 
fair. 

The show is sponsored by: 
Aramex. BYTE-Middle East. 
FirstNet, Global One Com- 
munications (Jordan). Ideal 
Group (Apple and Compaq), 
Jordan Mobile Telephone Ser- 
vices (Fastlink), Radisson 
SAS Hotel Amman, Sinam 
Integrated Systems and NCR 
corporation. 


Jordan, Israel conduct environmental drill at Aqaba 
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•’,.n ' 

- C-s 


AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan and Israel 
yesterday earned out a one-day naval 
exercise infae Gulf of Aqaba to test the 
efficiency of. the two countries’ naval 
Crews m con taining pollution in the tx«ts 
of Aqaba and EtlaL 

The director of the Prince Hamzeh 
Centre for Pollution Control Moham- 
mad MaharikEne, said the exexcises are 
also aimed at fastin g the preparedness i of 
techn i c a l cadres in coping with marine 
pollution and ecology, the Jordan News 


Agency. Petra reported. 

The operation, provided for in the 
1994 peace treaty between Jordan and 
Israel is the third of its kind since last 
August between the two countries. The 
treaty requires a certain level of coopera- 
tion in environmental affairs in the Gulf 
of Aqaba to preserve the gulf s unique 
marine life and development of joint res- 
cue operation capabilities. 

Israeli embassy spokesperson Roey 
GDad was quoted by AP as saying that 


- the drill “is a civil task and not a military 
one.” 

Officials would not disclose how 
many naval craft were involved in the 
exercises, which took place along a 10- 
kilometre stretch of the Red Sea shore. 
APsaid. 

Aqaba Port Authorities and the Prince 
Hamzeh Centre earlier this month were 
called upon to contain a “minor” oil spiH 
in the gulf. 

A cargo ship, flying under the flag of 


the Bahamas, was carrying livestock to 
Jordan when a human error in handling 
the ships valves allowed the release of 
three tonnes of fuel into the waters. 

Officials said the majority of the spill 
— mostly light fuel — was contained the 
same day and the remainder was cleared 
away from the beaches a few days later. 

The most devastating spill in Aqaba 
occurred three years ago. when a cargo 
ship released 55 tonnes of heavy fuel into 
die Gulf. 


from the bank, “when a man 
wearing a police uniform 
with die rank of first lieu- 
tenant approached him and 
asked -him for his driver’s 
licence.” 

‘The driver claimed that the 
alleged police officer drew a 
gun and asked him to drive to 
a deserted area,” Brig. Gen. 
Ensour told the Jordan Times. 

The driver of the armoured 
vehicle also claimed that a 
rented car, driven by two 
other suspects, followed them 
until they reached a deserted 
area, held him at gun point, 
emptied the armoured vehicle 
of money and fled the scene, 
the police official said. 

“The driver of the armoured 
vehicle informed us thar he 
(hen pulled his gun. shot at the 
fleeing suspect's car and 
struck it.” he said. 

Bris. Gen. Ensour would 


not rule out the possibility of 
the armoured car driver’s 
involvement in the incident, 
nor would he rale out die pos- 
sibility of the involvement of 
police officials. 

“All scenarios are possible 
at this time, but our focus now 
is die driver’s story,” he 
added. 

Three arrested in 
connection with 

jewellery store robbery’ 

Brig. Gen. Ensour also 
announced the arrest of three 
men who allegedly attempted 
to rob and kill the owner of a 
jewellery shop in downtown 
Amman. 

He said die three men, a Jor- 
danian, aged 22, an Egyptian, 
25. and an Algerian, 28, plot- 
ted to rob and kill the shop 
owner after monitoring him 


for a month. 

"The suspects saw the shop 
owner leaving his shop daily 
carrying a suitcase and 
thought he was carrying 
goods and money in it,” the 
police official said. 

In the meantime, he main- 
tained, police received infor- 
mation about the three men 
and sent undercover agents to 
monitor the shop. 

He said the three men were 
arrested on Saturday while 
attempting to rob the shop 
owner. An iron bar, a wet rug 
and a bag were found in their 
possession at the time of their 
arrest, he added 

According to Brig. Geo. 
Ensour, the three men con- 
fessed to their crime, were 
transferred to the criminal 
prosecutor and are expected 
to be charged with armed rob- 
bery and attempted murder. 


Srour to lead Jordan’s delegation to 
parliamentary meeting in Namibia 


AMMAN t Petra) — A Jor- 
danian parliamentary delega- 
tion led by Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Srour leaves Friday for 
Namibia to take part in the 
99th meeting of the Interna- 
tional Parliamentary Union 
(IPU). which will be held 
from April 6-11. 

Mr. Srour is expected to 
arrend a meeting of Arab dele- 
gations on the sidelines to 
coordinate the stands of Arab 
countries on the issues . to be 
discussed at the IPU meeting. 

The IPU meeting's agenda 
covers world economic politi- 
cal and social questions. 


means of avoiding conflicts, 
establishing peace in countries 
plagued by conflict, the right 
of refugees to repatriation, 
combating AIDS and promot- 
ing democracy around the 
world. 

Mr. Srour is expected to 
deliver an address to the meet- 
ing outlining Jordans eco- 
nomic. social and political 
policies. 

He will also review devel- 
opments in the Middle East 
peace process, Jordan's con- 
tributions to the cause of 
peace, and human rights 
issues, and will call attention 
to attempts in certain countries 


to distort the image of Islam. 

The delegation to the IPU 
meeting has prepared several 
working papers on various 
. aspects of Jordanian policies 
to be submitted, according to 
Mr. Srour. who noted that his 
team will exert efforts to sup- 
port the Palestinian National 
Council’s bid for full mem- 
bership in the IPU. 

Mr. Srour will be accompa- 
nied to fee meeting by 
deputies All Abul Ragheb. 
Fawzi Tueimeh, and Moham- 
mad Bataineh, Senator Jawdat 
Sboul, and Parliament Secre- 
tary General Mohammad 
Masalhah. 


Court overturns convictions of 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Stiff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation has overturned a 
December 1997 State Security 
Court ruling convicting four 
men of possessing illegal 
weapons and plotting attacks 
against Israel in fee Palestinian 
territories, one of their attor- 
neys said. 

Defence Attorney Moham- 
mad Hantoush told the Jordan 
Times Monday that fee court 
ordered a retrial of Abdul 
Rahim Youssef. 25, Mujahed 
Abdul Jawad, 29. both of 
whom received 10-year prison 
sentences, and Sa’oud 
Mohammad. 24, and his 21- 
year-old brother Issa. who 
both received 15-year terms. 

In its Dec. 29 ruling, fee 
Stare Court first sentenced all 
fair men to death, but imme- 
diately commuted their sen- 
tences ‘because fee defen- 
dants had no criminal record, 
and because they were appre- 


hended before committing any 
act.’’ 

“Hie defendants’ acts of pos- 
sessing explosives and plotting 
attacks against Israel isa threat 
to fee national security of our 
Kingdom,” fee court then 
ruled. 

But in its ruling last week, 
the Coun of Cassation said fee 
State Court based its ruling 
only on fee defendants' own 
confessions in front of the state 
prosecution, “whose investiga- 
tion procedures were improp- 
er” Mr. Hantoush said. 

The court said the state pros- 
ecutor. who arrested fee four 
suspects on July 16. 1997, 
began interrogating them 
almost two weeks after their 
detention. 

The prosecution had charged 
feat the four men obtained two 
handgrenades and automatic 
weapons to infiltrate Israel 
through Wadi Araba in south- 
ern Jordan during the month of 
Ramadan to launch an assault. 

During the trial, fee Moham- 


mad brothers testified that they 
had indeed planned to attack 
Israel but changed their minds 
because they supported fami- 
lies and buried fee weapons 
imdera tree at their bouse. 

The defendants' attorneys 
repeatedly contested the inves- 
tigation procedures and 
claimed feat their clients were 
forced to confess after they 
were subjected to torture by 
the security forces. 

However, the court rejected 
these allegations stating feat 
■fee defence failed to present 
any evidence io prove that 
their clients were subjected to 
torture.” 

The prosecution had also 
alleged that the four were affil- 
iated to an outlawed group, 
Bay'at AJ Imam (pledge of 
allegiance to the leader), of 
which 10 members were con- 
victed by the State Security 
Court last October on charges 
of attempted sabotage and lese 
majeste. 


Visiting European cultural delegation 
debates translation of literary heritage 


By Jumana A bn Hannoud 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A European cul- 
tural-delegation specialised in 
contemporary Arab literature 
and translation is currently vis- 
iting Jordan as part of efforts to 
boost cultural exchange activi- 
ties under a project named 
“Memoires de la M&liter- 
rande.” 

The team met with Jordanian 
intellectuals, translators, writ- 
ers. artists and journalists at 
Amman city hail after arriving 
last week and both sides held a 
lively debate. 

One writer voiced a general 
concern about the extent to 
which fee Western reader 
could understand and accept 
contemporary works since, she 
said, European concern in Ara- 
bic culture is usually limited 
toward the exotic, stereotypical 
ideas of the “hareem” (restrict- 
ed women), anti-Islamist 
books, or stories about a 
restricted love affair between 
two people from different reli- 
gious backgrounds. 

The delegates defended their 
work, saying that such individ- 
ual translations are simply gov- 
erned by what publishers think 


would sell better. 

M&noires de la Mediter- 
ran& is a group funded by fee 
European Cultural Foundation 
as part of efforts to stimulate 
fee translation and circulation 
of refined contemporary Ara- 
bic literature in fee attempt to 
familiarise European readers 
wife aspects of Arab heritage 
while reducing stereotypes. 

It piays special attention to 
autobiographical works 
because^ they portray personal 
view's, experiences and testi- 
monies feat are instrumental in 
enhancing European readers* 
insight and understanding of 
Arab society and culture today. 

One of fee books translated 
in fee 1996-1997 period, 
Khaled Zyadeh’s “Friday, 
Sunday " an intimate account 
of his childhood memories in 
Tripoli (Lebanon), “evokes the 
sociological transformations of 
feat city,” said one delegate. 

Along the same track, 
MSmoires also translated 
Abdul Rahman MuniF s “Sirat 
Madina” (Biography of a City) 
last year and published it in 
five different European lan- 
guages. 

In “Sirat Madina,” Mr. 
Munif, one of the most well- 


known contemporary Arab 
novelists, describes his child- 
hood memories in Amman in 
the early 1940s, when it was 
Utile more than a large village. 

According to the team, he 
evokes a distant world through 
richly detailed memories of his 
family, friends and daily life 
under tire shadows of WWD 
and the looming crisis of the 
loss of Palestine. 

At the debate, Mr. Munif 
said he considered the group’s 
translations of his work more 
important than his previous 
individual translations because 
“the project creates an echo 
and a whole atmosphere for fee 
work that is usually absent in 
individual translation 

attempts." 

Four titles are nominated for 
translation each year, and apart 
from its literary quality, fee 
chosen book must be ratified 
by at least three publishers and 
translators of three different 
languages to make it eligible 
for translation. 

Among fee titles listed for 
translation in 1998 are Aliya 
Mahmoud’s “Habbat A1 Naf- 
talien” (Mothballs) and ‘Tvitab 
A1 Ibn” (The Book of the Smi) 
by Mohammad AI Quaysi. 





4 World News 


EU launches eastern enlargement 


BRUSSELS ( AFP) — The 
European Union Monday 
began the process of open- 
ing its doors to the east with 
the formal launch of acces- 
sion talks with 10 former 
Communist states and 
Cyprus. 

“We have been waiting 
for this moment for a very 
long time," Polish Foreign 
Minister Bronislaw 

Geremek told the opening 
ceremony. 

“We are all aware that 
what we are doing is reunit- 
ing Europe” 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said the expan- 
sion of the EU would make 
Europe a safer place to live 
in. 

“We are creating the con- 
ditions that will help pre- 
vent a return to the terrible 
suffering and destruction 
Europe has known this cen- 
tury'." 

Detailed negotiations with 
the most advanced of the 
candidate countries — the 
Czech Republic, Estonia. 
Hungary. Poland, Slovenia 
and Cyprus — will begin 
Tuesday with the aim of 
bringing them into the EU 
around 2002-03. 

Bulgaria. Latvia. 

Lithuania. Romania and 
Slovakia are not currently 
judged ready for full-scale 
negotiations. But they have 
been assured that their 


progress will be kept under 
permanent review and they 
will be allowed to leapfrog 
into the first wave if they 
accelerate economic and 
political reforms. 

“Today is just a starting 
point** French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine 
said. “Every candidate will 
be judged on its own mer- 
its." 

The ten Eastern 
Europeans have been pre- 
sented with detailed “acces- 
sion partnerships" which set 
out priority objectives 
against which their progress 
towards EU membership 
will be judged. 

Despite their title, the 
“pan ners hips", were drawn 
up unilaterally by the 
European Commission. 
They leave the candidate 
states with little choice but 
to get on with implementing 
the changes demanded by 
Brussels. 

Countries that fail to meet 
targets will risk the suspen- 
sion of EU aid or finding 
themselves slipping to the 
back of the line. 

AU 10 states have been 
told they must strengthen 
controls on borders that will 
one day become the exter- 
nal frontier of the EU, 
increase their ability to 
combat organised crime and 
corruption and strengthen 
administrative structures to 


enact and enforce EU laws. 

The existing body of leg- 
islation agreed in Brussels 
and other commitments that 
are binding on EU members 
runs to some 90.000 pages. 

On top of this, each coun- 
try has been given a list of 
individual targers. some of 
which are likely to be high- 
ly controversial domestical- 
ly. 

Poland has been told it 
must adopt by June 30 a 
programme to cut the 
capacity of its steel indiis- 

try. 

By the end of the year. 
Slovakia is expected to 
have passed legislation to 
protect the language rights 
of its Hungarian minority. 
Slovenia to have introduced 
value added tax on con- 
sumer goods and Bulgaria 
to have ordered a crack- 
down on the pirate produc- 
tion of compact discs. 

In return, the EU has 
pledged to significantly 
increase its aid to the ten 
countries, w’hich is current- 
ly running at just over one 
billion ecus ($1.1 billion) a 
year. 

From 2000, this will be 
supplemented by annual 
payments totalling 1.5 bil- 
lion ecus to help fund agri- 
cultural restructuring and 
infrastructural develop- 
ment. 

Cyprus has not been 


Northern Ireland negotiators 


start make or break marathon 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Northern Ireland peace 
negotiators resume talks 
here Monday with an 
April 9 deadline hanging 
over their heads to come 
up with a political agree- 
ment for the province. 

Intensive daily negoti- 
ations. will . run late, into 
the night as the final 
.push comes, amid fears 
of fresh violence from 
groups opposed to the 
peace process and after 
the latest victim of mur- 
der — a retired police- 
man — was buried. 

After six months of 
negotiations, the next 
two weeks are expected 
to make or break the 
deal to end years of sec- 
tarian strife that has 
claimed 3.200 lives 
since 1969. 

Britain and Ireland 
want a pact by Easter to 
submit to a double refer- 
endum in both Northern 
Ireland and the Irish 
Republic, probably on 
May 22. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair has thrown 
all his support behind 
the negotiators and plans 
to “speak to others 
involved in the talks 
process in the coming 
days." said a govern- 
ment spokesman. 

Mr. Blair spoke by 
phone at the weekend to 
Irish Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahem in Dublin. 
"Though both mindful 
of the difficulties, they 
remain determined that 
an agreement can be 
reached and a settlement 
put to the people." a 
British spokesman said. 

If necessary. Mr. Ahem 
and Mr. Blair might take 


a direct hand in the 
negotiations. political 
sources said. 

The chances for a 
peace settlement remain 
brighter than at any time 


in the lengthy process, 
even though violence in 


the province continues 
to mount and extremists, 
try to torpedo the 


try to torpedo the 
process. - • 

The Irish National 
Liberation Army 

(DMLA). a breakaway 
nationalist extremist 
group, said it was behind 


group, said it was behind 
the killing Friday of a 
retired Protestant police 


officer and Protestant 
extremists said they 
were responsible for a 
bomb defused at the 
home of a prison warder. 

But observers noted 
the restraint in state- 
ments this weekend by 
peace negotiators and 
said this appeared to 
indicate a genuine will 
to reach a settlement. 

Gerry Adams, leader 
of the IRA’s political 
wing Sinn Fein, called 
on splinter armed repub- 
lican groups to stop their 
bloodletting, saying: 
“All republicans 

involved in these actions 
should cease and accept 
the challenge of this 
time." 

He said the INLA 
should disband, saying it 
had “brought the strug- 
gle here in disrepute." 
and added that “violence 
from all sources should 
not deflect anyone from 
bringing about substan- 
tive transitional change 
in this island." 

Referring to the April 
deadline, Mr. Adams 
said: “We think there 


could be agreement well 
before this. What is 
required is for the gov- 
ernments to drive an 
agreement forward." 

Mr. Adams conceded 
in a newspaper inter- 
view published Monday 
that the reunification of 
-Ireland is “not possible 
at this stage" of the 
peace process. 

He told the Swiss daily 
Le Temps that any 
accord resulting from 
the peace talks would be 
viewed by the 
Republicans as “an 
interim measure, a step 
forward on the path to a 
united Ireland." 

Mr. Adams said a good 
agreement called for 
“changes at all levels" to 
reduce the "crying 
inequalities between the 
two communities 

(Catholics and 

Protestants)." 

The compromise 
between Protestants who 
insist Northern Ireland 
remain part of Britain 
and Catholics seeking 
reunification with the 
Irish Republic foresees 
creation of a north-south 
ministerial council to 
include representatives 
of Northern Ireland and 
the Irish government. 

This would give 
Dublin a say in rhe 
province’s affairs for the 
first time. 

The arrangement 
would also entail a 
Northern Irish parlia- 
ment and a “council of 
the isles” for England. 
Scotland. Wales and 
Ireland. 


Philippine radio announcer 
shot dead while on air 


ZAMBOANGA. 
Philippines (R) — A 
Philippine radio jour- 
nalist. known for his 
attacks on corrupt 
politicians and drug 
traffickers, was shot 
dead by two gunmen 
Monday while on air, 
police said. 

Rev Bancairin was 
talking to a listener in 
southern Zamboanga 
city when he Mas shot 
in the head, making 
him the 33rd Filipino 
journalist murdered 
since 1986 when dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Maas&s 
was 

racv restored in ’the 


country. 

The unidentified 
killers knocked at* the 
door of Bancairin *s 
booth at Radio Station 
Dxll. and shot him at 
point-blank range after 
he had allowed them in, 
police said. They casu- 
ally walked away and 
escaped. 

Bancairin was one of 
the most popular radio 
commentators in 
Zamboanga, earning a 
wide following for his 
crusade against official 
corruption, drug traf- 
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“His death is a blow 


to press freedom," the 
Zamboanga Press Club 
said In a statement. 

“We are looking into 
all angles, including the 
possibility that this 
may be the result of his 
commentaries against 
corruption in some gov- 
ernment agencies." a 
police spokesman said. 

Bancairin was killed 
eight months after an 
editor of a Manila 
tabloid who specialised 
in exposing drug syndi- 
cates and police cor- 
ruption was murdered 
inside a taxicab. His 
krOfeg remains 

unsolved. 


obliged to sign up for an 
accession partnership. The 
island has mature political 
institutions and a relatively 
prosperous market econo- 
my: its GDP per head is 
roughly equivalent to 
Spam’s. 

Its accession however is 
seen as highly unlikely 
wiihout a political settle- 
ment that reunites the 
Greek-Cypriot south and 
the Turkish-occupied north. 

The EU is committed to 
negotiating with the inter- 
nationally recognised 
Greek-Cypriot government. 
But both France and 
Germany have made it clear 
that they will not allow a 
divided Cyprus to join. 

Cypriot Foreign Minister 
loonnis Kasoulides said the 
prospect of EU membership 
would act as a “catalyst, 
inducing oil sides involved 
to work for an early solu- 
tion well in advance of the 
next EU enlargement." 

Northern Cyprus, which is 
far less developed than the 
south, has most to gain from 
EU membership. 

But the prospects of a deal 
on the basis of a long-stand- 
ing U.N. peace plan have 
been badly hit by the deteri- 
oration in the EU's relations 
with Turkey, which is furi- 
ous at being excluded from 
the current round of 
enlargement talks. 


Murderer 

publicly 

slaughtered 

by father of 

slain 

Afghan 


people 

event 


KABUL (AFP) — An 
elderly Afghan using a 
dagger publicly slaugh- 
tered an alleged murder- 
er in Afghanistan after 
the Taleban militia’s 
chief Mullah 

Mohammad Omar 
endorsed an Islamic 
court verdict, official 
sources here said 
Monday. 

Hundreds of people 
watched the event 
Sunday in southwestern 
Spinboldak town on 
Pakistan's border as a 
Taleban official in his 
sermon recalled an 
Islamic injunction of 
“eye for eve and tooth 
for tooth.” they said. 

Reports reaching 

Pakistan said the author- 
ities asked the execution- 
er thrice if he w as will- 
ing to forgive Mahmood 
accused of killing his son 
identified as Jilani. He 
replied by repeatedly 
shouting “no." 

A Taleban official then 
gave him a large knife 
with which he "slit the 
throat of the murderer 
amid chants of religious 
slogans. Pakistani news- 
papers in the bordering 
Baluchistan province 
said. 

Some spectators fell 
unconscious after watch- 
ing the event, ihe papers 
said. 

The convict w as arrest- 
ed by Taleban police last 
year for allegedly killing 
jilani and snatching his 
taxi cab. 

The hardline Taleban 
militia have implement- 
ed a strict interpretation 
of Islamic Shariat laws 
to curb crimes in two- 
thirds of war ravaged 
Afghanistan under their 
control since September 
19%. 

Friday last some 
50.000 Kabul citizens 
gathered in a football 
stadium to watch two 
men accused of murder 
have their throats slit by 
relatives of the victims. 

Earlier this month 
another Afghan accused 
of murder was executed 
by the brother of the 
slain man while two 
other men accused of 
sodomy were killed by 
kaviog a wall of mud and 
brick -waS poshed on top 
of ihem. 



Indonesian immigrants 
seek asylum at 
UNHCR in Malaysia 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Fourteen illegal immigrants 
who escaped from a detention 
camp during riots last week 
drove through the gates of 
UNHCR offices here and are 
seeking asylum, officials said 
Monday. 

"The 14 ... immigrants were 
kept in a hiding place until we 
decided to bring them to the 
UNHCR office." Muzakkir 
Abdul Hamid, a member of the 
Aceh Sumatra National Front 
told -AFP. 

The Aceh immigrants were 
among 247 inmates who 
escaped from ihe Lenggeng 
camp in Negeri Sembilan fol- 
lowing Thursday's bloody riots 
which erupted when the illegal 
immigrants resisted deporta- 
tion. 

Gottfried Koefher, head of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) liasion 
office here told AFP a truckload 
of Acehnese drove right 
through locked gates and into 
the offices. 

"They are seeking refugee 
status. They look healthy. They 
are peaceful." he said, adding 
some property was damaged 
Mr. Koefher said there were 
policemen outside the UNHCR 
offices but there were none in 
the building's compound. 

“UNHCR is keeping in touch 
with the Malaysian authorities 
ip find ways to settle the mat- 
ter," he said 

“Until the investigation is 
over ... we vviU not ask them to 
leave the building." Mr. 
Koefner added. 

The Malaysian government 
Monday repatriated 245 
Indonesians after a one day 
break in its new campaign to 
send back illegal immigrants. 

Malaysian security forces 
forced the Indonesians onto 
ships at Port Klang. south of the 
capital Kuala Lumpur. They 
were to be sent back toTanjung 
Baiai in Sumatra. 

"We deponed 245 illegals 


today," an assistant immigra- 
tion director in the port told 
AFP. The deportations were 
halted Sunday, in a move that 
officials said was to ease ten- 
sions in detention camps. 

‘They were brought in from 
three camps and put on two 
boats in a peaceful manner," 
added an immigration officer. 

The UNHCR will investigate 
the background of the 
Acehnese, to certify that they 
are refugees and not illegal 
migrants, Mr. Koefher said. 

He said however, that the 
investigation procedure' ' was 
expected to take some time. “If 
they need protection, UNHCR 
will try to find our if it is justi- 
fied" 

A UNHCR official who 
asked not to be named said the 
14 are from the province of 
Aceh. The protection officer 
said UNCHR was seeking a 
dialogue with Malaysian 
authorities to solve the problem. 

’"We want to have a dialogue 
to ensure a solution to protect 
the asylum seekers." she said 
adding the 14 have yet to be 
interviewed 

Asked if the Acehnese could 
be interviewed she said: “No 
you can't." 

“Now they are considered 
asylum seekers. So we have to 
determine if they are a concern 
to us." she added. Mr. Koefher 
also said the UNHCR would 
deal with the Malaysian gov- 
ernment directly and would 
highlight the need to make a 
distinction between the illegal 
Indonesian immigrants and the 
Acehnese refugees. 

“We understand the concern 
of Malaysia having an influx of 
illegal Indonesian immigrants 
and the two get mixed up." he 
said 

Chandra Muzaffar. president 
of the International Movement 
for a Just World a non-go vem- 
mental human rights organisa- 
tion. said Malaysia needed a 
consistent refugee policy. 
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Some of the fourteen Indonesian immigrants who 
crashed through the main gate of the U.N. refugee 
agency in a truck (pictured) are ushered away by a U.N. 
security guard after displaying a banner to the media. 
The Indonesians, from the Northern Sumartran 
province of Acheh, are claiming political fa&yhun 
(Reuters photo) 


Armenians 
choose presidei 
in final run-off 


0® 


YEREVAN (R) — 

Armenians voted Monday 
j in a presidential election 
runoff seen as a test for 
democracy in the impov- 
j erished former Soviet 
Republic and for peace in 
the entire Caucasus 
region, where Caspian Sea 
oil promises new riches. 

A First round was marred 
by vote-rigging, observers 
said. 

The contest for a five- 
year term between Prime 
Minister Robert 

Kocharyan, the acting 
head of state, and 
Armenia's former Soviet 
Communist Party boss, 
Karen Derairchyan, is 
under close scrutiny for its 
impact on neighbouring 
Azerbaijan. 

Foreign companies are 
investing billions of dol- 
lars in Azerbaijan's 
Caspian oilfields but con- 
flict between Azeris and 
Armenians over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region 
remains a time bomb, 
threatening the political 
stability of Azerbaijan and 
affecting possible routes 
for pumping Caspian oil 
out to world markets. 

Fighting blew up 10 
years ago when the ethnic 
Armenian majority 

demanded the region's 
transfer from Azeri rule. 
Among early victims was 
Mr. Demirchyan. who was 
fired by the Kremlin. 
Some 35.000 died and 
there is still no peace set- 
tlement. 

Levon Ter-Petrosyan, 
who had led Armenia 
since independence from 
Moscow, walked out of 
the presidency last month 
after Prime Minister 
Kocharyan, a native 
Karabakh hardliner, 
blocked ' his' ' attempts' ' at 
compromise _ with 

Azerbaijan. ' ' 

Voters started trickling 
into polling stations 
decked out in red, blue and 
orange Armenian flags 
just after they opened at 8 
a.m. (0400 GMT) Monday 
in the capital Yerevan. 

Voting ends at 10 p.m. 
(1S00 GMT). About 2.3 
million people are eligible 
to vote. First results are 
expected Tuesday. 

Mr. Kocharyan took 39 
per cent of the vote in the 
first round on March 16 to 
Mr. Demirchyan 's 31 per 
cent. Ten others were 
eliminated. 

Observers from the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) reported 
that cheating was wide- 
spread but said the same 
two candidates would 
have gone through regard- 
less. They warn the run- 
off must be much cleaner 
to get OSCE approval. 

Mr. Kocharyan, 43, a 
Karabakh native who 
served as its leader, rejects 
any peace that would 
leave the region subject to 
Azeri rule. A 1994 cease- 
fire left Karabakh 
Armenians, tacitly backed 
by Yerevan, in control of a 
large swathe of Azeri terri- 


tory. 

Mr. Kocharyan’s backers 
applaud his attacks on cor- 
ruption and support for 
radical economic reforms 
in his year in office. 

OSCE observers blamed 
Mr. Kocharyan supporters 
for much of the first-round 
abuses, including ballot- 
box stuffing, media bias 
and voter intimidation. 

Mr. Demirchyan, 65, 
came out of 10 years of 
obscurity as a factory 
manager with a lightning 
return to politics, benefit- 
ing from nostalgia for the 
stability of his 14 years of 
rule. 

He was sacked by 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
Kre mlin in 198S after the 
outbreak of trouble . in 
Karabakh and for drag- 
ging his feet on reforms. 
His election programme is 
short on specifics but he 
has hinted he wants a 
slower approach to radical 
economic change. 

Early morning voters at 
Yerevan polling station 
number 6/11 were split 
along a typical old-new 
dividing line. 

“I voted for Kocharyan 
because he’s a real man 
and an excellent warrior. 
We need a strong presi- 
dent. Let the old men vote 
for their Demirchyan," 
said Gor, a 20-year old 
soldier. 

But policeman Ashot, 39 
said: “Only Demirchyan 
can pull the country out of 
crisis. He has experience 
of running things. We did- 
n't live badly when he was 
ru nnin g things. If 
Kocharyan was president, 
the same people who have 
robbed us blind will stay." 

One late opinion poll 
released at the weekend 
gave Mr. ’ ‘Denlifthyan ‘a 
lead of 17 ‘points. 53 to 36 
per cent - with 11 per cent 
undecided. Polls days ear- 
lier had shown a dead 
heat 

Mr. Kocharyan made a 
frenzied campaign blitz 
Sunday across the moun- 
tainous country of four 
million, presiding over a 
traditional lamb sacrifice 
and sipping brandy. He 
promised lower taxes and 
a revival of the shattered 
economy. 

Mr. Demirchyan took a 
laid-back approach, to the 
eve of the vote; making no 
public appearances. Aides 
said he was resting. 

Many of . Mr- 
Demirchyan’s backets 
doubt the vote will be fair. 

Armenia’s image has 
been tarnished by elec- 
tions which monitors said 
were badly flawed in 1995 
and 1996. Mr. Ter- 
Petrosyan used tanks and 
troops to stifle protests 
after his 1996 reelection. 1 

Armenia has been 
thrown a lifeline of more 
than Si billion in aid from 
the United States and 
Europe since it became 
independent in 1991- But 
diplomats say help for the 
country could be in jeop- 
ardy if the election is not 
dean. I 


k'-.- 

Ml- 1, . . 
Vi 

.- 

.j Hvu 

:nM'. .. , 


ji-jiw ■ 

; th- r: ' : 


.,MV. 

: u k'T 


dip ,! ; 


.-.licnl- 


•-jm-rt! r- 


5 ns;- 


** ; 

.. ■ • ■ 

7|R0fllh'. 


;j42lc::ic: 

; w r'l* 

• ' 

.■4IM1I 
Miru: ?h. 


j-Svk.'H 

; kmc 

\ . : :: 



JpLilC. ill 1 


■ta- t.i* 


:a-i- c ' : 


1 Whvi: 


•w fc-:: 


•.i'L l-'fl 1 • 

• % n ,, 

j: .• 

... .i. . 

I.’-Jlu 


iaiiroi; 


{m;. i.itfr.-i 

:n 

2iKi'; .• . 

:;p. bu: 

jut 

. hi, k. 

I rri-.-.Tii,.- 

h;- 

fliic - •. 

... 

- T-n, : 

: 1 > 


Penh .ir; 
Mil:- ; 
-ll Pi. 


-sun.-n 


’icr-ur - 

’ r cpre\eni. : r. . 


i.. j 

fOmth.. 

"} k ’ *n l 1 i , 

SoLir/ 

... 


? \n-j .„ ... . : 

."“Kpiur,.,, 

-I.!;- 

be . .. 


"Mil: I.,. 


S. Korea to allow elderly to visit North to see families 


SEOUL i .AFP i — South Korea 
said Monday it would let peo- 
ple aged over 65 visit North 
Korea to see the relatives from 
whom they have been separat- 
ed since the 1950-53 Korean 
war. 

President Kim Doe -Jung has 
promised to give top priority to 
reuniting families separated 
since the war. But no one. least 
of all the elderly, is pelting their 
hopes too high jt present. 

"We will allow the elderly 
with relatives in North Korea 
to visit them ll tftev want. But 
they must have an invitation 
from Pyongyang and u letter 
guaranteeing their safely 
there.” a Unification Ministry 
spokesman said. 

“This is in line with our new 
government's policy towards 
North Korea.” 

The South Korean govern- 
ment and Red Cross here are 
aiming to set up an information 
centre with a database for fam- 
ilies to locate relatives in the 


North, a Red Cross official 
said. 

"We plan soon to officially 
propose □ meeting to discuss 
separated families. And we will 
hold a meeting with organisa- 
tions that are involved in the 
reunion issue Thursday." he 
said. 

The government will also 
help those who cannot afford to 
set up meetings with separated 
families in a third country. 

"The exact amount has not 
yet been but it is our plan to 
help those without enough cash 
to set up such meetings” the 
ministry spokesman said. He 
■slid the candidates would have 
to be over 60. 

Some South Koreans with 
tarrulies in the North have in 
die past arranged meetings in a 
third country by paying go- 


a government official said. 

South Korea last week told 
the North it wanted a meeting 
to discuss family reunions. * 

But despite the government 
announcements people with 
relatives in the North were not 
gening their hopes up yet. 

"Let’s wnit and see. Previous 
governments bad also raised 

our hopes ar one time but now 
we are so used to it never bein° 
realised that we no longer get 
our hopes up" said Batik 
Mvung-Hyun, 75. 

“And we know that although 
our government may push for 
J 11 depends on North 
Korea, he said. 

Mr. Baik said be had a 
daughter and wife in North 
Korea although he had not 


recently said ir woold epen^ffl 
address information centre" ® 
help reunite divided fansE* 5 - 
estimated to total about one 
million members. 

Since the Korean war spin 
the peninsula only one reunion 
has been held, involving _ a 
handful of famil y members, in 
1985. 

The Red Cross official tow 
AFP there was progress on 
reunions at a meeting with yK 
North's Red Cress in Beijing 
last week. 

“We told the North K 
to inform their government 
our serious intentions V) 
talks on reunions, - North 
agreed to report back to ® 
home government wberc^ 
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But there are many of them hoping they are alive and ^ official said. . 


who can't even afford this. And 
so the government has decided 
to help pay some of the costs." 


well," be said. 

Hopes were raised for a pos- 
sible reunion after North Korea 


aside, saying it was not a top ,L f T,,r • < 
to be brought up at die ^ M : 

talks,” the official said. ; 

The two Red Cross sort** 4 \ u , "M. 
last week agreed on a 50^ ‘ 
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Prince Ranariddh 
returns to Cambodia 
vowing to work for unity 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
returned to a rapturous wel- 
come amidst tight security 
in Phnom Penh Monday 
after nearly nine months in 
exile since being deposed 
as co-premier. 

The prince appeared to 
hold out an olive branch to 
his bitter rival Hun Sen, the 
second prime minister, who 
ousted him in fierce fight- 
ing last July. 

“I am available to see him 
anytime," the prince told 
reporters, referring to Hun 
Sen. He added he was will- 
ing to work with any politi- 
cian to help progress 
towards elections sched- 
uled for July. 

However diplomats cau- 
tioned that deep animosity 
and distrust remains the 
between the two. “It looks 
like an olive branch,” said 
one Asian diplomat. “But I 
have my doubts. There is 
bad blood between them.” 
Thousands of supporters 
and opponents of the prince 
staged rival rallies to mark 
his arrival from Bangkok. 

“I am truly delighted and 
deeply moved to be back in 
our beloved Cambodia with 
our people after an absence 
of eight months,” the prince 
said in a statement 
He was greeted by 
applause from supporters at 
the airport, but there was no 
red-carpet welcome for the 
son of King Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

On the plane, he confided 
to reporters that he was 
“apprehensive” about the 
future. “When you are 
absent for nearly nine 
months you can't help hav- 
ing feelings of apprehen- 
sion ” he said. 

“I was in exile because of 
a coup, my father was in 
exile because of a coup, but 
all the pmejwp.cojtpe back;" 
he said referring ,to his 
father’s. exile — mainly ip 
China"— from 1970 to 
1993. 

There was tight security 
from police and army at 
Phnom Penh airport, and 
the prince and his top-level 
entourage of diplomats was 
whisked away without 
addressing waiting crowds. 

The delegation included 
the U.N. secretary-general’s 
special representative to 
Cambodia, Lakhan 

Mehrotra, Brazil’s 

Ambassador to Thailand 
Araaldo Carrilho and for- 
mer U.S. congressman 
Stephen Solarz. 

Thousands of people 
lined the road leading from 
the airport. And at least 
1,000 more rapturous sup- 
porters waited outside Ids 
hotel, where he stood on a 
balcony blowing kisses. 

The prince returned as 
part of a Japanese-brokered 
peace plan aimed at ensur- 


ing the July elections are 
free and fair, but reports 
that another of bis support- 
ers bad been killed over the 
weekend heightened fears 
for his safety. 

More than 40 royalist 
supporters have been killed 
since die prince was ousted 
and no one has yet been 
arrested for die murders. 

Under the Japanese plan, 
the prince, who was con- 
victed in absentia on 
charges of weapons smug- 
gling and colluding with 
the Khmer Rouge, was 
granted a royal pardon by 
the king. 

The international commu- 
nity had been pushing for 
the prince, who narrowly 
won U.N.-organised elec- 
tions in 1993, to return and 
participate in the polls and 
said the vote would not be 
recognised if die prince was 
excluded. 

In his statement, the 
prince thanked other 
nations for their work 
towards a peaceful solution 
of the Cambodia crisis. 

“From now on I shall 
work bard to gather, reunite 
and reinforce FUNCIN- 
PEC, which remains one of 
Cambodia's major political 
forces. 

“I shall work in coopera- 
tion with the established 
Cambodian institutions, all 
political parties including 
(Hun Sen’s) Cambodian 
People’s Party.*' 

The prince later met U.N. 
officials and diplomats, as 
well as the steering com- 
mittee of his royalist 
FUNCTNPEC party. 

Tuesday, he is to attend a 
mass rally at FUNCINPEC 
headquarters, his only 
scheduled appearance out- 
side the hotel during his 
stay which aides said was 
to last just four days. 

However, the prince, told 
reporters there was no 
deadline for his departure. 

Just hours before his 
arrival about 2.000 people 
marched through Phnom 
Penh to protest the return, 
predicting it would herald a 
return to violence. 

The prince acknowledged 
that his presence alone "is 
not sufficient for free and 
fair elections.” 

And the U.S.-based 
Human Rights Watch/Asia 
warned die climate of polit- 
ical violence was a threat to 
the elections. It called for 
action by the Cambodian 
government to end “the pat- 
tern of ongoing political 
violence and impunity for 
murderers and human 
rights violators." 

The U.N. and human 
rights groups have com- 
plained the government has 
shown little or no serious 
interest in investigating the 
killings of the prince’s sup- 
porters. 


Swedish dentist 
seizes teeth in 
payment dispute 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
A restaurant owner has 
been forced to slurp pasta 
and soup for four months 
because - his dentist 
removed his teeth after 
learning he could not pay 
his bill, according to press 
reports Monday. 

Ridba BoubJaJ was left 
with only titanium screws 
in his lower jaw when his 
dentist took his dental 
implants back. 

The case is being seen as 
the latest, , and most dra- 
matic, example of heavy 
cutbacks in Sweden’s 
public dental and health 
insurance. 

“If you can’t pay, then 
you can’t have teeth,” said 
Ola Saaw, the director of 
the clinic - . where Mr. 
Bouhlal’s dental' implants 
have been requisitioned. . 

Mr. Bouhlal, who owns 
a small restaurant, knew 
his implants would cost 
40,000 kronor ($5,000) 
when he began the 
process. 

The upper jaw was done 


first, and Mr. Bouhlal paid 
the 22,000 kronor bill. But 
by the time the final 
adjustment was to be 
made to the lower jaw, his 
restaurant had run into 
difficulty and he could not 
pay the bill. 

“I was sitting in the 
chair when the dentist said 
he was going to take out 
the teeth in the lower jaw, 
because he didn’t want 
any problems with the 
county," which subsidises 
dental treatment, he told 
the Swedish daily 
Svenska Dagbladet 

Mr. Bouhlal has offered 
to follow a payment plan, 
but the clinic, supported 
by local authorities, has 
refused, arguing that “he 
won't be able to make the 
payments.” 

For now, Mr. Bouhlal 
remains toothless. 

“For four months I’ve 
been eating pasta and 
soup,” he said, complain- 
ing that his old false teeth 
do not fit the titanium 
screws left in bis mouth. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin (right) gestures during his meeting with U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan In Moscow (Reuters photo) 

Yeltsin rules out 3rd term, 
refuses to crown Chernomyrdin heir 


MOSCOW (AFP) — . 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin insisted Monday 
that he would not stand for 
president in elections due in 
2000. but stopped short of 
endorsing sacked Premier 
Viktor Chernomyrdin as his 
heir apparent. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's recent 
announcement that he 
would run for president was 
in keeping with a spirit of 
cooperation between the 
two, but stressed he would 
dot name the former pre- 
mier. dramatically dis- 
missed along with his entire 
cabinet a week ago, as his 
designated successor. 

“We don’t have a tradition 
of successors," Mr. Yeltsin 
told journalists before talks 
with U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan. "It is 
kings who are successors. 
We. don’t have them.. ; . 

“Here, the people 
choose,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 
“Under the constitution 
every citizen has the right to 
run" for presidenL 

The Russian president 
said that although he would 
not confirm a successor. 
Mr. Chernomyrdin’s decla- 
ration “did not fall outside 
the general practice of our 
politics and, moreover, is in 
keeping with the president’s 
thoughts.” 

“When he said he took the 
decision (to stand), then 
something is not quite 
right,” Mr. Yeltsin told jour- 
nalists. “I took the decision, 
on sacking the cabinet, 
meaning at the same time 
that he would head up the 
presidential campaign for 
the 2000 elections. 

‘‘We need a strong leader 
there, and given that I am 
dropping out. we must 
strengthen the team,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said 

Mr. Yeltsin, 67, stunned 
observers by sacking Mr. 
Chernomyrdin and his 
entire government last 

Monday, but his decision to 
appoint the ex-premier to 
head up the election cam- 
paign was riddled with 
ambiguities. 

Some took the move to 
mean that Mr. 

Chernomyrdin, who served 
Mr. Yeltsin faithfully as 
premier for more than five 
years, would now be free to 


launch his campaign to suc- 
ceed the ailing Russian 
president. 

Others said it was Mr. 
Yeltsin's typical way of 
reasserting himself as 
Russia's supreme political 
patriarch, and that the pres- 
ident wanted to sideline the 
increasingly influential 
Chernomyrdin to remain in 
a strong position for reelec- 
tion. 

Although the Russian 
president has repeatedly 
dented seeking a third term, 
his aides have not ruled it 
oul and the constitutional 
court is due to rule later in 
the year on whether Mr. 
Yeltsin can stand for presi- 
dent again, having already 
been elected during the 
Soviet era in 199f and 
again in 1996. 

“Yeltsin is organically 
incapable of ceding power,” 
said political analyst 
Nikolai Petrov, comment- 
ing on the president's 
announcement Monday. 

In Mr. Chernomyrdin’s 
place. Mr. Yeltsin Friday 
Darned young reformer 
Sergei Kiriyenko as his can- 
didate for prime minister, 
risking a fresh showdown 
with the state Duma lower 
house of parliament, which 
is packed with anti-reform 
Communists and allied left- 
ist groups. 

But Monday. Mr. Yeltsin 
said he was sure the Duma 
would confirm the former 
energy minister. 35. as pre- 
mier when it votes on the 
nomination Friday. 

Mr. Yeltsin's confidence 
contrasted sharply with a 
negative assessment of Mr. 
Kiriyenko *s credentials 
offered Sunday evening by 
Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov, whose 
party and assorted allies 
control 226 seats in the 
450-seat lower house. 

“We cannot approve just 
anyone for the second most 
important position in the 
state," Mr. Zyuganov said. 

The Duma, which has 
repeatedly locked horns 
with Mr. Yeltsin since its 
institution in December 
1993, must return its verdict 
Friday. 

Markets were generally 
unmoved by Mr. Yeltsin’s 
guessing game Monday, 
with stocks fiat amid verv 


Guangdong man freed 
from cage, institutionalised 


BEIJING (AFP) — A Chinese 
peasant who had been held 
without charge in a small cage 
for five years has been released 
and institutionalised for insanity. 

Yangcbeng Evening News 
report seen here Monday said. 

Officials from Zhanpang city 
in southern Guangdong 
province removed Deng QUu, 
43, from his cramped outdoor 
cage at die Public Security 
Bureau early Sunday, die news- 
paper said in its Sunday edition. 

He was injected with seda- 
tives and immediately admitted 
to the dry's Third People's 
Hospital it said. 

Saturday, the daily drew atten- 
tion to the man's 10-year deten- 
tion without charge with a front- 
page article asking. “How long 
should he be caged?' 
Accompanying pictures 


showed the man, wearing only a 
loincloth, sitting in the cramped 
outdoor cage. 

Sunday's report revealed that 
die city’s judicial psychiatry 
institute and mental health hos- 
pital jointly determined in 1989 
that Ml Deng suffered .from 
chronic schizophrenia. 

The two bodies recommend- 
ed enforced custody for die peo- 
ple’s safety at die time because 
of repealed assaults committed 
by the man, it said. 

Instead of being placed in a 
secure hospital environment, be 
was put in police custody. The 
Public Security Bureau from 
1992 forward kept him in the 
cage, which is not tall enough to 
stand in. 

Mr Deng reportedly had 
attacked a county government 
official with a knife in 1988. 


calm trading, according to 
one Moscow broker. 

Analysts believe Mr. 

Chernomyrdin’s presiden- 
tial bid could secure strong 
business backing, as the 
stolid ex-premier is gener- 
ally considered a safe pair 
of "hands, but his grey tech- 
nocratic image and Jack of 
rhetorical "powers are 

unlikely to seduce the vot- 
ers. 

Current opinion polls 
give the influential former 
gas corporation chief only 
about two or three per cent 
support, and his power 
base is likely to dwindle 
now that he is out of office, 
observers say. 

In a development related 
to last week’s government 
shake-up, Mr. Yeltsin also 
appointed an interim suc- 
cessor to sacked Interior 
Minister Anatoly Kulikov 
Monday, naming outgoing 
justice minister and long- 
time aide Sergei Stepashin 
to the post. 


Chancellor Kohl 
shaking up election team 


BERLIN (AFP) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl is 
shaking up his campaign 
team as he tries to over- 
come a disastrous start in 
the long run-up to 
September's general elec- 
tions. a newspaper report 
said Monday. 

Friedrich Bohl, who over- 
sees the chancellor’s office, 
is to take over coordination 
of the campaign for Mr. 
Kohl's Christian 

Democratic Union (CDU), 
the Berliner Morgeaposi 
newspaper said. 

The idea is for better 
coordination between the 
party, the chancellery and 
the CDU group in parlia- 
ment. Mr. Kohl, who has 
been chancellor since 1982, 
is running low in polls 
against Gerhard Schroeder, 
candidate of the main oppo- 
sition party the Social 
Democrats (SPD) 

The chancellery has pre- 
viously denied any role in 
the campaign and officials 
contacted there last week 
about the elections referred 
one reporter back to the 
party' CDU party headquar- 


ters, run by CDU general 
secretary Peter Hintze. 

The weekly magazine Der 
Spiegel reported” Monday 
that “the strategy for the 
national campaign will be 
largely decided in the chan- 
cellery." 

Mr. Hintze was responsi- 
ble for the recent tactic of 
trying to link Mr. Schroeder 
and the SPD to radical pro- 
posals by the other main 
leftist party, the Greens, to 
triple the tax on gasoline. 

The move fell fiat as 
Schroeder dismissed the 
Greens proposal as “non- 
sense.” 

Mr. Hintze is to remain at 
his post while Mr. Bohl will 
have no official functions in 
relation to the campaign 
machine, the Berliner 
Morgenpost said. 

In a German radio inter- 
view Monday, Mr. Hintze 
dismissed the report of a 
campaign shakeup as “non- 
sense.” 

Speaking to 

Deutschlanfunk. Mr. Hintze 
said his campaign against 
the gas tax increase had 
been “a big success" as it 


had increased tension 
between the SPD and the 
Greens, who seek to rule in 
a coalition after the 
September elections. 

But a close advisory to 
Mr. Kohl. Dominican priest 
Basilius Streithofen, said in 
an interview in the 
Koelnische Rundschau 
newspaper “It is clear that 
(SPD campaign director) 
Franz Muentefering is run- 
ning a better campaign than 
Hintze." 

But he said it would not 
be wise to replace Mr. 
Hintze at this point as head 
of the campaign. 

.Kurt Biedenkopf. gover- 
nor of the state of Saxony in 
Eastern Germany and an 
adversary of Mr. Kohl with- 
in the CDU, said in another 
interview that the campaign 
was “loo flat." He told the 
mass circulation daily Bild 
that in addition the CDU 
has for years advocated 
increasing gas taxes. 

Environment Minister 
Angela Merkel, who is from 
the CDU, said recently she 
was not against higher 
gasoline taxes. 


Hundreds of Indonesian 
students stone police 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Hundreds of university stu- 
dents in central Java 
Monday stoned police and 
troops blocking their way 
out of the campus, reports 
and university employees 
said. 

About 50 police and sol- 
diers prevented 300 students 
at the State Islamic Institute 
in Yogyakarta from staging a 
rally demanding economic 
and political reforms in the 
street, witnesses said. 

Student protests demand- 
ing reforms to overcome the 
economic crisis have taken 


place in several cities since 
the end of February. 

Minister of Youth and 
Sport Agung Laksono said 
earlier Monday that 
President Suharto was 
agreeable in principle to 
holding a dialogue with stu- 
dents. 

“In principle he said that it 
is possible, a dialogue 
between university students 
and the president is possi- 
ble," Mr. Laksono told 
reporters after meeting the 
presidenL 

Aimed Forces 

Commander General 


Wiranto last week said stu- 
dents should hold dialogues 
with the military, their teach- 
ers and officials rather than 
stage rallies. 

Only students deemed 
“capable of delivering, 
explaining and conveying 
economic problems” would 
be selected to attend the dia- 
logue with rhe president, Mr. 
Laksono said. 

Ral lies on campus grounds 
have mostly tolerated by the 
authorities. Several clashes 
have occurred when demon- 
strators attempted to take 
their protest to the streets. 
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Fanaticism or myopia? 


WHAT IF U.S. peace envoy Dennis Ross returns 
home with no tangible progress to report on to 
President Bill Clinton as now appears likely? Of 
course that would not be the first time that Ross 
goes back “disappointed and pessimistic;' with 
compliments of Israeli hardliners. In fact on the 
eve of such eventuality. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told American Jewish leaders 
that the “peace process is in trouble'' that “it has 
been stuck for a year already," and that one option 
available to Washington is to opt out altogether. 

David Bar-Dlan, media adviser to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, could not believe 
his ears when he heard these words. He suggested 
that Albright may have been inaccurately quoted! 
But Ulan did not stop there. He went on to shower 
the U.S. with arrogant criticisms for “meddling" 
into the peace process by proposing the extent of 
Israeli redeployment. Israel alone, Netanyahu 
said, knows what is good for it and its security. 

These words can only have meaning: Israel obvi- 
ously wants to keep the best part of occupied Arab 
lands and at the same time play the game of pre- 
tending to seek peace with its neighbours, perhaps 
endlessly. 

Lest we forget, it was former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shamir who admitted that his endgame 
for the Madrid peace conference was to drag his 
feet till there was nothing to negotiate about with 
the Arabs. Netanyahu is not much different from 
Shamir in playing the same game as both leaders 
have an identical state of mind which is simply 
arrogant, defiant, intransigent and cynical. 

More serious than the extent of the next Israeli 
withdrawal is the attempt by the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment to rewrite the Oslo accords by insisting 
on bypassing the third agreed- upon redeploy- 
ment stage. That government seeks to avoid the 
tnecessity of giving up land before negotiations are 
started on the future of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. It also aims to free its settlement activity 
from any constraints, again for obvious reasons: It 
wants to appease extremists in Israel as well 
“digest" as much occupied territories as possible. 

Israel may feel strong enough to withstand any 
and all forms of pressure from within or without 
the country. Netanyahu is banking on the rightists 
in the powerful Jewish lobby group in the US. to 
neutralise President Clinton's endeavours to 
intervene in the faltering peace talks. Albright's 
words to Jewish leaders in Washington should 
carry more weight, though, than the utterances of 
panic coming from Netanyahu. The Clinton 
administration stands out as the most friendly 
administration in the history of U.S.-IsraeIi rela- 
tions and no one in Israel or elsewhere may accuse 
it of applying undue pressure. As Albright said, if 
there is no peace, it is Israel's long-term security 
which would be at stake. Washington no doubt 
knows something about what is good for Israel 
and its security given the Jewish state's heavy 
dependence on American goodwill, military sup- 
port and money. Netanyahu and his hardline sup- 
porters are either political myopics or simply 
fanatics. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Dustour's Mohammad Daoud urged the govern- 
ment to involve the opposition parties and other groups 
in formulating a political strategy for Jordan at the 
internal and external levels in order to deal with current 
developments in the .Arab World. Calling on the gov- 
ernment to follow the example of France which has just 
announced that it will embark on wide consultations 
with the different parties to formulate a policy' to take 
France into the 21st century, the writer said that if 
France, as a major power, is in need of rejuvenation, a 
developing country like Jordan is indeed in bad need for 
a strong and wise policy to help it prepare for the com- 
ing century and its looming challenges. The Jordanian 
government needs to respond favourably to the ideas, 
views and proposals of the opposition and other groups 
and political parties and should realise that its perfor- 
mance and policies towards various issues cannot 
always be right, he added. Daoud called for quiet and 
intensive contacts and consultations between the gov- 
j emment and the opposition so that the Kingdom can 
I overcome obstacles especially in the economic fields. 


Al Aswaq's Rashid Hassan addressed the occasion of 
Land Dav which commemorates the 1976 massacre by 
the Israeli forces of Arab citizens of Palestinian land 
occupied since 1948. He said the massacre committed 
against the Arab people who were protesting the seizure 
of their lands represents one facet of Israel's inhuman 
nature and manifests the Zionist ideology of evicting 
the Arab people from their land to replace them with 
Jewish immigrants. Not satisfied with the land it occu- 
pied in 1948, Israel is pursuing a policy of further mas- 
sacres, demolition of Arab homes and depriving the 
Palestinians of the right to establish their independent 
entity on their national soil in Palestine, the writer said. 
He said that while the Arab nation commemorates the 
Land Day anniversary, it witnesses continued Israeli 
attempts io ruin ail opportunities for peace by following 
the same Zionist policy of eviction, demolition of 
homes, uprooting of trees, confiscating of Arab land 
and establishing Jewish settlements. The writer said the 
1976 massacre in the Galilee region sen es as an incen- 
tive for the Palestinians to double their efforts to regain 
their lost territory no matter how long it takes and the 
sacrifices needed to achieve that goal. 


View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. 




Palestine’s catastrophe, 


Israel’s jubilee, 
the memory and making of Amalekites 



IN THE Middle East and throughout the world, the 50- 
year jubilee of two historical events will be commemo- 
rated this year: the birth of the modem state of Israel in 
I94S. and the simultaneous “nakba.' or catastrophe, of 
the fragmentation, occupation, and exile of the 
Palestinian Arabs. How both communities mark these 
events reminds us of where we stand at the beginning of 
the second century of the Arab-Zionist conflict of we 
accept the conflict's symbolic genesis to have been the 
publication in 1896 of Theodor Herzl's book The Jewish 
State, which was an important catalyst of modem 
Zionism’s quest for a Jewish state). 

Israel celebrates its 50th anniversary as a powerful, 
wealthy, dynamic state that is still expanding its territory 
in some places, and retreating from occupied Palestinian 
lands in other, smaller, places. Vet Israel is also troubled 
by serious domestic tensions and regional and interna- 
tional isolation that often — not always — can be traced 
back to its fundamental challenge of having been bom on 
the ashes of the native Arab Palestinian community. The 
angry and arrogant Age of Netanyahu has rekindled the 
Arab realisation that” the nakba* continues today, that 
Palestinian communities still face the threat of displace- 
ment in order to make room for new Jewish colonies. 

The Arab-Israeii conflict between armies, economies 
and diplomats has almost run its course. Instead, we now 
witness the birth of the new Paiestinian-Zionist conflict 
— a battle between individual memories, personal and 
cultural identities, family homes, ancestral villages, com- 
munal remembrance, and collective rights, played out on 
the same piece of land. On this battleground of culture, 
identity and history. Arabs and Israelis fight on equal 
terms — both armed with formidable cultural weapons 
of comparable magnitude, and both motivated by exis- 
tential forces of equal power and determination. 

The 50th anniversary of the Palestinian nakba and the 
birth of Israel is an odd mutual celebration: Israelis and 
Jews rejoice in their strong state and the protection it pro- 
vides for a Jewish wav of life in Israel and around the 


world: Palestinians rejoice in the newfound vitality of 
their national identity and patrimony that are anchored in 
the soil of Palestine and rooted in its indelible communal . 
memory. Palestinians challenge Israelis and Jews to deal 
honestly with their place in the totality of the past — - not 
only the partial, ancient past of the Amalekites, 
Moabites, and Babylonians who tormented and killed 
Jews, but also the full, recent past in which Jews killed, 
displaced and exiled Palestinians and established the 
state of Israel on their lands. 

The most striking dimension of this year's commemo- 
rative events for Palestinians is not their sense of the loss 
of Palestine, but their sense of continued possession of 
Palestine, their knowledge of the land, and their eternal 
rights in it. The Palestinians, living in exile in their own, 
largely Jewish-made. Babylon of the 20th Century, have 
nof forgotten the land of their ancestors, but rather they 
have recreated it, carried it with them everywhere they 
go, and made it more formidable than ever before. 

This is dramatically manifested in two parallel events 
that Israelis and Jews should ponder with analytical seri- 
ousness: 1) the spontaneous, widespread, and intense 
current focus of Palestinians around the world on the 
hundreds of Palestinian Arab villages that were 
destroyed and vacated during the 1947-4S catastrophe, 
and 2) the escalating political and geographic nature of 
the celebration of Land Day by Palestinians in Palestine 
and Israel. 

The annual Land Day celebrations expressing 
Palestinian opposition to Israeli confiscations of Arab 
lands this week encompassed coordinated public events 
in the Galilee, central Israel/Palestine, and the southern 
Naqab (Negev) region. The added focus on the Naqab 
emphasises a key reason why the Paiestinian-Zionist 
conflict has entered its second century — Jewish/Israeli 
authorities continue to confiscate Arab land in Palestine, 
to dislocate native Arabs from their ancestral communal 
lands, and to replace them with Jewish colonies and 
towns. The Palestinian nakba continues, inside Israel 


and Palestine, and in exile elsewhere. In r^ponsedudng 
this jubilee year, a new Palestraian/Arab ^popSe istTys. 
taUisin° to the Zionist assault against Palestinian. land 
and identity. A few years ago, Palestinians and Arabs 
mainly criticised Israel's denial of Arab rights, Mfysdiq 
implement United Nations resolutions, and disregard for 
international law and conventions: 

Palestinian/ Arab discourse about Israel has adopted * 
harsher new vocabulary that stresses Israeli and Jewish 
massacres, terrorism, ethnic cleansing, and colonialism. 
The Palestinians today are documenting the history and 
current status of their villages in Palestine, the : ugly fruths 
of systematic or isolated Jewish terror in 1 947-48 r the 
facts of their parents’ expulsions and flight from their 
homes, and the realities of their long and continuing 
association with the land- 

They are using this jubilee year to transform the nature 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict from state-to-state confronta- 
tions on the military battlefield to people-to-people con- 
tests on a terrain of culture, identity, and history, where 
the two sides are evenly matched. Israelis can respond to 
this by drawing on the Jewish commitment to troth and 
justice: or, they can continue to deny the truths. of-oar 
shared past, and instead remain isolated in the agonies of 
their own past, when the young Hebrews and Israelites 
were repeatedly harassed and killed by Amalekites from 

the east. . 

The danger facing Israelis and Jews today is not an 
attack by raiding parties of hostile Amalekites, but the 
greater tragedy of being hated and harassed by new gen- 
erations of neo-Amalekites of their own makin g, in 
Galilee, the Naqab, Ram all ah. Gaza. Lebanon, Jordan, 
North Ame rica. Africa and everywhere else in the world 
where millions of Palestinians sit down every day this 
year and remember their villages in Palestine, and work 
harder than ever before to find their way home — just as 
the- Jewish people once did, in their own anguished 
minds, in their own tormented exiles, and in their own 
blessed lands. 
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Dividing lines in Hrawi’s civil marriage proposal 


By G.H. Jansen 

in Beirut 


ANY VISITOR to Lebanon during the last 10 
days could be excused for thinking that the 
country was on the eve of a recrudescence of 
the 15-year civil war because of angry state- 
ments bv the leaders of all the main communi- 


ties. 


The issue that prompted the bruhaha was a 
proposal by President Elias Hrawi. who at the 
end of his extended term of office, suggested 
that civil marriage should be introduced in 
Lebanon where all marriages had previously 
been performed by the religious authorities of 
the various communities. The president, 
fortunately or unfortunately, complicated mat- 
ters by saying that, for him. this would be. he 
hoped the first step towards the abolition of 
political confessionalism — the system 
according to which the Lebanese state has 
been organised since 1930 when the French, 
the mandatory power, introduced a constitu- 
tion that laid down the communal partem 
according to which the suite was to be con- 
structed 

This was thought to be necessary because 
Lebanon was a country of 1 8 minorities where 
there is no single community which has a 
majority. The pattern of political confessional- 
ism in Lebanon has produced a state structure 
with the following allocations: The president 
of the republic should be a Maronite Catholic 
Christian. The prime minister should be a 
Sunni Muslim. The speaker of parliament 
should be a Shia Muslim. The defence minis- 
ter should be a member of the Shia Druze sect 
who erroneously call themselves Muslims. 
The chief-of-staJf of the army should be a 
Maronite . The foreign minister should be a 


Greek Orthodox Christian. And the minister 
of interior should be a Maronite. 

As these allocations have been based on 
unwritten understandings, they have not 
always been observed and have been softened 
or blurred by other understandings and 
arrangements. 

Furthermore, the more powerful communi- 
ties would often do their best to prevent the 
weaker communities from exercising power in 
the ministries or positions they held Thus, 
while the minister of defence was a Druze he 
would usually be selected from a “weak”, that 
is to say, a pro-Christian Druze family, while 
the chief-of-staff and most senior officers in 
the armed forces would be “strong” 
Marooites. 

Intelligence, both civil and military, was 
usually in the hands of Maronites or Druzes 
because these communities were considered 
to be loyal, indigenous Lebanese — or 
“Lebanese Lebanese” while Muslims, and 
especially Shias, were somehow’ thought of as 
having non-Lebanese loyalties. 

Given this sort of set-up. any change in the 
politico-confessional status quo which 
evolved as a consequence of civil marriage 
could produce a major shake-up in the entire 
governmental structure. 

The president was very well aware of this 
when he placed civil marriage on the cabinet 
agenda on March ISth and asked the 29-mem- 
ber body to rote in principle on the proposal. 
The result was 22 in favour, with 6 against and 
one abstention. Among the six negative votes, 
mostly Muslim, was that of Rafik Hariri, the 


lion of Muslim leaders the world over in 
rejecting any interference in the internal affairs 
of their communities. The mufti was soon 
joined by the patriarch of the Maronite 
Church, Cardinal Nasrallah Sfeir, and prelates 
from the Greek Orthodox and Shia communi- 


ties. 


present prime minister. 

No sooner had this vote been taken than it 
was angrily attacked by the Sunni Muslim 
mufti of the republic who followed the tradi- 


The main reason given by the Lebanese for 
„the,pppp^tiqn ( to cjyU by the Muslim 

clerics and the Marohite.and Orthodox patri- 
archs ispower and pelf. The. control off civil 
status ceremonies gives to tftese clerics power 
over members of their communities and the 
fees paid for those ceremonies — divorce, for 
example, can be difficult and expensive. 

As a result of the outcry parliament split giv- 
ing rise to fears of a renewal of the Lebanese 
civil war. 

Fortunately, however, the lines of communal 
division blurred. While Shia Muslim clerics 
were opposed to the president's proposal their 
politicians were not opposed to the initiative 
— as were those of the Sunni Muslim com- 
munity. The Druzes, most of them belonging 
to a socialist Druze party, were in favour of 
civil marriage. As were the communists, 
many of them Greek Orthodox Christians, 
members of other secular ideological parties 
and student groupings. 

While President Hrawi continued to press 
hard for his proposition, he was suspected of 
harbouring mixed motives in putting it for- 
ward ai this time. It is widely suspected that he 
is, in reality, not an advocate of de-confession- 
alisation but that he simply wants “to muddy 
the waters" so that there will be enough con- 
fusion to postpone the presidential election 
due to be held later this year. This would 
mean that Hrawi would be in a position to 
extend his term in office for a second time — 


which, it is said, he very much wants to do 
although be says die opposite. 

Since Syria became overlord in Lebanon in 
1991, all Lebanese internal controversies have 
been referred to Damascus for adjudication. 
And so it was with the civil marriage contro- 
versy. While the ruling Syrian party is the sec- 
ular Baath Arab Socialist Party, die Muslin 
JSyrians, facing the U.S.- Israel coalition, do 
r riot 'want'* any disturbances in Lebanon. 
--Therefore they told their allies in Lebanon Jo 
keqi things quiet and to forget civil mairiage 
for the time being. 

What happens, it may be asked, when a 
Lebanese couple, either because they are mod- 
em minded and secular or because they are tf 
different communities, wish to get married? 
Either one has to convert or they have to have 
a civil ceremony. Such Lebanese couples (Eke 
similarly circumstanced Israelis) travel,. to 
Nicosia in Cyprus where there is a secular 
marriage officer who performs an imaginative 
and tastefully arranged ceremony — which 
all-in-all earns Cyprus a useful sura of money. 

It would, of course, be an excellent thing for 
Lebanese politics and pubhc life to hedecon- 
fessionalised because even the most trivial of 
incidents can spark strife. For example, a mas- 
sacre of Christians by the Druzes in the 1860s 
was produced by a quarrel over maittes 
between boys of those two communities. Last 
month there was bad blood in Beirut between 
Sunnis and Maronites over a game of basket- 
ball. Furthermore, confessional feeling, which 
played so large a part in the civil war, is on the 
increase. 

However mixed his motives, one cannot hut 
agree with President Hrawi when he said 
recently. “Religion is for God, but the country 
is for all." 
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The Vatican apology took ‘courage’ 


By Thomas Fitzpatrick 


RECENTLY THE Vatican issued a document apologising for 
participation of Latin Catholics in die holocaust. The docu- 
ment is excellent. As a Catholic I am proud that my church as 
a church is able publicly ro confess dial members of the 
church sinned — activ ely, by actual persecution of Jews dur- 
ing the World War II or. passively, by failing, when action was 
possible, to do anything about it or speak out against it. It is 
not easy for one individual to admit fault in public, it is much 
more difficult for a large institution to do so because of multi- 
ple complexities. The Latin Catholic Church in this recent 
document takes this step with courage and apologises, asking 
for forgiveness for participation of members in one of the 
most heinous events in history. The document is well and sim- 
ply structured. There are very complicated historical realities 
at stake, but the church realises that many individuals sinned 
and apologises for these sins. 

This satisfaction in and happiness with my church because 
of this document stands in contrast to my shock at the reaction 
of many Jordanians — Christians and Muslims. From reac- 
tions I can only assume that Jordanians in general wish that 
this document never happened: they wish that the Latin 
Church never came to u point of apologising to the Jewish 
people. Two main reasons that 1 have heard are: !. In apolo- 
gising, the Vatican in Rome is demonstrating that it has been 
infiltrated by Israel: 2. This apology indicates that the Latin 
Church as a whole has been Judzised. 

h happens sometimes we know, that children have major 
conflicts with their parentis because of which everything in the 
world seems a result of. or connected with this conflict. 
Similarly, because of the major conflict between Israel and the 
Arabs, to many .Arabs much of what happens in the world is 
under the influence of this conflict, e.g.: the United States is 
under control of Israel; the media of the world is controlled by 
the Jews: in a presentation given by The Jesuit Centre on the 
Second Vatican Council someone objected by saying that 
these religious ideas were new and influenced by Israel in 
order to destroy the religion of the .Arabs. As children grow 
and leam that the world is a much bigger place than is cir- 
cumscribed bv their relation to their parents, so the Arab 


World has the challenge to mature and realise that the world is 
is a much more complex entity than is described by the 
Arab/Israeli conflict alone. 

Wars breed hatred. This is unfortunately the reality in 
Jordan, as anywhere else. Whatever the justification of the 
conflict, hatred is widespread and deep in Jordan. I suggest 
that it is out of this haired that there is shaped an unreaf pic- 
ture of the influence of Israel and the Jews in the world 

especially in our case here of the influence on the Vatican and 
the Roman church in the act of apologising for sinfulness in 
the regard to the holocaust. 1 spent 5 years in Austria and 
Germany in the middle 60s. I was astonished to realise at that 
time how easy it had been for “good, pious” Christians to 
become vicious torturers and killers: how easy it was for 
“good” neighbours completely to ignore that Jewish neigh- 
bours disappeared forever in the night (as if they never had 
existed); how easy it was for whole towns (like Dachau) not 
to know what was going on in the concentration camps which 
occupied as much space as the town itself. It is the complici- 
ty of Catholics in this activity that the Vatican in apologising 
for. How can anyone say that he or she is disappointed in the 
church for confessing and asking pardon for sins (brutal and 
horrifying sins)! 

War indeed breeds hatred The Israeli/Arab conflict is no 
exception. There is much hoped of the Israelis for Arabs and 
Arabs for Israelis. This reality of hatred in the opponents is 
reason enough to propose pacifism. Here I am concerned with 
the hatred in Jordanians towards the Israelis; I have already 
suggested that this hatred warps the understanding of reality 
In Jordan, in that people tend not to be reflectiveand fail in 
general to acquaint themselves with world issues through 
reading, etc. This hatred plays a very powerful role in shaping 
reality. In other words, many Jordanians live In a fantasy 
wor d shaped by hatred and banal gossip. And this fantasy 
world has a very’ powerful grip on people. .And even many reli- 
gious and civil leaders seem to be dominated bv this percep- 
tion ot reality; or those who may be more enlightened fear for 
their positions (if not their lives) in confront] he this reality. 
Jordan has many handicaps in trying to moro with the'rest 
of the world this doily paper is continuously filled with 
rcnecuons on these various realities. I suggest here that one — 


that is not often (if ever) mentioned — is hatred. My very seri- 
ous suggestion is that if anything will destroy Jordan hatred 
will. Hatred is the opposite of life and can only bring death. 
Jordan is a religious country, or religion is consciously very 
important for Jordan; in the heart of hearts of this country this 
must be felt and known: hatred kills. Hatred kills ourselves, 
we have enough examples of this from history — not the least 
kuw the hatred for the Jews in Nazi Germany. For Christians 
and Muslims is our God a God of hatred? The apology of the 
Catholic Church recognises that numbers of Christians in per - 
securing , the Jews were expressing extreme haired and propos* 
mg death not life. For this th* Chmrh eatie nn> QfP COTTV 


i» death not life. For this the Church says we are sony. 
i have heard another criticism of the Vatican apology whfcfi 
maKK more sense than the ones indicated above and that is 

that this is not the time for this document Israel can use this 
as an occasion tn j ■ -I 


uku. uua is not tne time tor this document Israel can use this 
asanoccasion to further avoid peace issues. Perhaps this is «« 
me oest time. I do not know. Is there a best time? But what I 
m sure of is that this document in no way is an excuse for 
janel to justify its hatred of the Arabs or expression of this 
hafraj in continued injustices. I am writing iti Jordan and for 
{ 1 were writing in Israel I would say simA* 
^^ ab ? ut , h if tr ? 1 ^ri perhaps even more strongly. Israel is 
_haractensed by hatred, and this hatred is earins away at the 


7 pcraa P s even more strongly, is 
by )mred ' and hatred is eating away at tne 
rSf I believe, it is theSest threat to 

do horrihlp ' B il‘ beins of the country. How long can a country 

SaeSristw §f “A survive £ human? T* 

£2? fa Sbfihtest comparison of present day Israel 

SS £**?*■ ™ ere « certainly more differences - » 

hers but hatredtc P - C not **“8 transported to gas cham- 
ud buS i ,T llar ’ And the hatred offered is penetr^ 
anv^ S a ^\ notsee apology of the Vatican asj 

. ***** of IsraeUiuch less tbehat^ 

imiinSKnn we co“e naturally to another 

^ the ^Sy of ihe Vatican, and that is: f» 
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Netanyahu’s aides 
shoot down reports 
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(Continued from page 1) 

killed in the blast. 
Palestinian police said 
Monday they have not 
identified the body, 
and have not estab- 
lished a connection to 
one of the activist 
groups that have car- 
ried out attacks on 
Israel in the past. 

Monday’s Palestin- 
ian marches and 
protests were ostensi- 
bly held to mark Land 
Day, an annual com- 
memoration of a 1976 
protest against land 
confiscation in which 
six Israeli Arabs were 
killed by Israeli 
troops. 

However, some of the 
anger was aimed at the 
United States. 

“Death to America,” 
chanted hundreds of 
high school students 
in Bethlehem as they 
marched toward au 
Israeli enclave, 

Rachel’s Tomb, on the 
outskirts of town. 

Near the enclave, 
dozens of Palestinian 
teen-agers threw 
stones at Israeli sol- 
diers who responded 


with tear gas and rub- 
ber-coated bullets, 
injuring several peo- 
ple, including a Pales- 
tinian policeman. 

In A1 Bireh, Palestin- 
ian riot police clubbed 
dozens of Palestinian 
protesters to keep 
them away from 
Israeli lines. Israeli 
soldiers fired rubber- 
coated bullets from a 
nearby hilltop. “We 
are out here today 
because it’s Land Day, 
and we need to remind 
the Palestinian 

Authority that the road 
to liberation is still a 
long one,” said stone- 
thrower Odeh Hus- 
sein, 18. 

Throughout the West 
Bank, Palestinians 
observed a partial 
commercial strike, and 
in some towns, traffic 
stopped for five min- 
utes in observance of 
Land Day. In the West 
Bank town of Nablus, 
about 4,000 Palestin- 
ian joined a Land Day 
march, carrying ban- 
ners reading “No 
peace with settle- 
ments.” Some burned 
Israeli and U.S. flags. 


Feminist scholarship in studies 
in and about the Middle East 


Deputies differ 
on performance 


(Continued from page 1) 

Festival to take place in 
Jordan during Eid A1 
Fitr. They claimed that 
parts of the televised 
show were immoral and 
violated Muslim beliefs. 
A month later, Mr. 
Mutawi lost his portfolio 
in a limited government 
reshuffle. 

In late February, 13 
deputies signed a peti- 
tion calling for' the 
impeachment- of. Interior 
Minister ... Natheer 
Rasheed for' his “handling 1 
of pro-Iraqi protests in 
Ma an on Feb. 20 that 
left one person dead and 
over 23 injured. 

A lengthy and heated 
speech given by Deputy 
Ahmad Abbadi during a 
budget debate came as a 
bombshell. 

In a speech broadcast 
live on Jordan Televi- 
sion, Dr. Abbadi, who 
cast a vote of confidence 
in the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. lashed out 
at the government and 
accused past and present 
officials of nepotism, 
favouritism and corrup- 
tion. 

The former police offi- 
cer also called on the 
government to stop 
granting citizenship to 
“the bedouins and citi- 
zens of neighbouring 
Arab countries” — an 
implicit reference to 
Palestinians who form a 
large percentage of the 
Kingdom's 4.5 million 
population. 

Dr. Abbadi ’s speech 
generated a nation-wide 
barrage of criticism. 

On the street, many 
Jordanians said they 
were shocked by parts of 
the speech that ques- 
tioned citizenship rights, 
attacked ministers and 
the intelligence depart- 
ment as well as other 
institutions. 

The government, 
which initially threat- 
ened to sue the lawmak- 
er for allegedly endan- 
gering national unity and 
slandering the judicial 
system^ later put the file 
on the backburner, 
deputies said. 

The Islamist bloc, 
which in past houses was 
a key and active power 
broker, was not the only 
missing element in this 
Parliament 

Seventeen women can- 


didates, including Tou- 
jan Faisal, Jordan’s first 
and only woman mem- 
ber of Parliament, were 
routed in the ballot that 
returned an all-male par- 
liament. 

“Ms. Faisel’s absence 
left a mark in this Parlia- 
ment.” Dr. Ammarin 
said, referring to Ms. 
Faisel’s flamy debates 
and her defence of 
* human rights issues. " ' 
v>is Ms. FaisaL .'who .won,., 
"" in 1993, lost to former 
1 • Ministry of Information 
Secretary General Nayef 
Moula in the elections, 
which she claimed were 
rigged by the govern- 
ment. 

The House granted Dr. 
Majali’s government a 
vote of confidence on 
Dec. 15 but only after 
extracting pledges that 
his team will help 
improve the people’s liv- 
ing standards, fight 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment and preserve pub- 
lic freedoms. 

Though the so-called 
opposition of 15 
deputies voted against 
Dr. Majali’s 24-member 
team, which took office 
in March 1997 while 
Parliament was in 
recess, an unexpected 
twelve abstained. 

But on many occa- 
sions, the opposition i 
surprised many by shift- 
ing stands. 

Over 60 deputies are 
demanding an extraordi- 
nary session in June to 
continue debate on 
pending draft laws 
including the new elec- 
tions law. 

Though many believe 
that the King will issue a 
Royal Decree endorsing 
their request, the gov- 
ernment, engulfed in a 
war-of-words with the 
opposition, will make 
sure the agenda does not 
include any -controver- 
sial draft laws such as 
amendments to the 1993 
press and publications 
law. 

Unlike normal House 
sessions, agendas of 
extraordinary sessions 
are fixed by decree. 


Gendering the Middle 
East: Emerging Perspec- 
tives 

Edited by Deniz Kandiyoti 
New York: Syracuse Uni- 
versity Press. 1996. 177 
pages 

FEMINIST-INSPIRED 
scholarship has passed 
through several stages 
since the emergence of 
women's studies in the late 
60s. In the first round, 
efforts focused on combat- 
ing male bias and “break- 
ing the silence” by adding 
the women’s perspective 
which had been left out of 
standard history and social 
science writing. Feminist 
scholars began to question 
and redefine analytic cate- 
gories such as women’s 
work and the family. 

In the second phase, 
efforts were made to find 
the causes of women's sub- 
ordination. The idea that 
modernisation would auto- 
matically lead to women's 
emancipation was subject 
to heavy criticism. 

In the 80s, the third 
phase, the very frameworks 
of analysis were challenged 
and altered. Cross-cultural 
studies and the inclusion of 
Third World issues served 
to enrich debates. A shift 
occurred whereby it was 
not enough just to deal with 
women's issues. A new 
term, gender, emerged for 
analysing not only 
women’s situation but soci- 
ety as a whole. 

Whereas the word sex 
denotes biological differ- 
ences between men and 
women, gender refers to 
social phenomena which 
exhibit the male/feraale 
-distinction. The concept of 
gender began to be used to 
n bxploife. inale/f emdfe' differ- 


ences in the context of 
power relations as reflected 
in culture and politics. 

Gendering the Middle 
East explores how these 
advances in feminist schol- 
arship have been reflected 
in studies in and about the 
Middle East, The book’s 
editor, Deniz Kandiyoti, 
asks how gender analysis 
has modified the ways of 
seeing and thinking about 
culture, society, politics 
and literature. Her intro- 
duction is followed by arti- 
cles by seven other femi- 
nist scholars writing on 
subjects which range from 
the need for gender analy- 
sis to understand the Islam- 
ic Republic in Iran, to 
researching gender in a 
Palestinian refugee camp. 
While the book does not 
pretend to be comprehen- 
sive in terms of subject 
matter or geography, it pre- 
sents a stimulating selec- 
tion of some of the current 
“hot” issues in feminist 
research. 


example, among families 
with small holdings, a 
woman who has brothers 
usually refrains from 
claiming her inheritance in 
order to enhance the broth- 
ers’ and her own status, and 
accentuate their obligation 
to provide for her. Thus, 
claiming property rights 
does not necessarily denote 
power, but may rather sig- 
nify loss of standing in the 
community. 

“Modernisation” has not 
lessened women's need to 
rely on male relatives. On 
the contrary: “From the 
1950s onwards, with the 
rapid increase in migrant 
male wage-labour and the 
marginalisation of agricul- 
ture, men’s responsibilities 
as providers and women’s 
dependence as consumers 
has been reinforced” (p. 
83). 

Palestine at mid-century 
is the subject of an article 
by Sheila Hannah Katz, 
who argues that in both 
Jewish and Arab societv. 


HOOK review 


Id “Gender Relations and 
Inheritance: Person. Power 
and Property in Palestine,” 
Annelies Moors uses gen- 
der as a relational concept 
for understanding the link 
between power and proper- 
ty. Fieldwork in Jabal 
Nablus showed that for 
both privately-owned and 
communal land, “it is not 
the nature of the property, 
but gender, marital status, 
kin relation and the pres- 
ence. of contending heirs., 
.which .determine .inheri- 
tance . rights”.,. (p. 7ft), For. . 


“Changing images of 
women, men and commu- 
nity contributed to shaping 
specific power relations 
between and among Jews 
and Arabs" (p. 85.). On both 
sides, nationalist Imagery 
“feminised a land imagined 
to redeem manhood and 
peoplehood’’ (p. 101): 

“women were imagined as 
good or bad according to 
how much they helped or 
hindered men in achieving 
their goals” (p. 91 ): and as 
women . became national- 
..ists, they helped to enforce 


“divisions between women 
on the lines of class and 
race...” tp. 98.1. On the 
other hand. Katz contends 
that using “gender as a tool 
of analysis makes it possi- 
ble to write an integrative 
history of Palestine where 
there have (previously) 
been at least two antagonis- 
tic narratives” tp. 101 ). 

In a highly original arti- 
cle. Simona Sharon i analy- 
ses the Oslo accord from a 
feminist perspective. She 
muses that Han an 

Ashrawi's "popularity and 
success iu presenting the 
Palestinian case to the 
international community 
may have been the major 
factor that prompted the 
appointment of women as 
spokespersons for the Syri- 
an and Israeli delegations.” 
However, she cautions that 
such changes may only 
indicate that women are 
being used “to sell interna- 
tional politics” tp. 110). In 
contrast, two Norwegian 
women who facilitated the 
Oslo accords have 
remained largely unknown: 
Marianne Heiberg, author 
of FAFO’s study of living 
conditions in the occupied 
territories, is married to 
Norway’s foreign minister. 
Her contacts in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
helped him to meet key 
people on the Palestinian 
and Israeli sides. The other 
woman is Mona Yoll, top 
advisor to the Foreign Min- 
istry and married to 
FAFO's director. “The 
active roles these two 
prominent women played 
in the pre-negotiation stage 
remain the best-kept 
secrets in the history' of the 
back-stage negotiations 
that led to the Accord" (p. 
111). Sharoni also dissects 


DENIZ KANDIYOTI 






Emerging Perspectives 


the militarised speech of 
Rabin at the Washington 
signing ceremony and con- 
trasts his outlook with that 
of both Palestinians and 
Israelis who aspired to a 
just peace. 

Turning to the field of lit- 
erature, Hoda El Sadda 
pays tribute to the Egyptian 
novelist Salwa Bakr. who 
“transcends the limits of 
(man vs. woman) binary 
thought in her search for 
alternative structures, 
images, and relations that • 
will ultimately prove to be 
far b ‘ mqre k liberating-. and 


more fulfilling for women 
and men." Bakr's fiction 
defies classification, 
because she refuses to 
depict “the battle of the 
sexes.” and instead gives a 
voice to underprivileged 
women, undermining the 
traditional roles of women 
and emphasising their 
great potential” (p. 134). 
She also transcends the 
great divide between clas- 
sical and spoken Arabic, 
producing a new innova- 
tive style by combining the 
two. 

Sally- Bland 


Storytelling, poetry and technology 
through the art of A! Young 


app 



By Omar Kanni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

WHEN MR. Adolph Sax invented the sax- 
ophone, he gave specific instructions that 
his instrument should never be used by the 
“Negroid" people, because they lacked the 
fine sensibility to utilise such an instru- 
ment properly. Ironic how it was a black 
Jazz musician. Coleman Hawkins, who 
properly brought the sax forward as a solo 
instrument, as we think of it today. Ironic 
how, when we think of sax-players today, 
we think of African American jazz-players. 

These were just some of the ironies that 
African/American novelist, poet and 
screenwriter AI Young read, sang and 
improvised his way through in his presen- 
tation, “Storytelling, Poetry and Technolo- 
gy," at the American Center at the U.S. 
embassy last week. 

Born in Mississippi in 1939, Mr. Young 
began to publish poems, stories and arti- 
cles in local newspapers while still in his 
teens. In 1969 he completed his Bachelor 
of Arts in Spanish at the University of Cal- 
ifornia. His first book, “Dancing," a col- 
lection of poems, was published that same 
year, and die following year his first novel 
“Snakes” was released. A hugely prolific 
career followed, which, apart from poems 
and novels, included journalism — for 
Rolling Stone magazine, the New York 
Times and others — and screen writing 
(for Sydney Poitier, Bill Cosby and 
Richard Pryor). 

Jordan was the last stop for Mr. Young on 
a tour of the Middle East which included 
Egypt, Israel and Palestine. Organised by 
the United States Information Service 
(USIS), the tour, he said, aims to promote 
“the feet that we have more in common 
than there are differences. Countries that 
engage in cultural exchange are always far 
richer than those that don’t” 

Mr. Young’s main concern is the impact 
of modem technology on literature, art and 
music which, he contends, are our most 
important tools of communication. 

The irony is, Mr. Young said in an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times, that while 
information worldwide has become easier 
than ever before to access, the quality of 
that information seems to have dipped, and 
instead of creating a wider view, has in fact 
served to reinforce stereotypes. He draws 
on his experience as an African/ American: 
“African/American males are depicted on 
our television screens as being criminals, 
thugs, rapists and drug-dealers. So much 
so, that when people come to the U.S. and . 
see a black man they get scared. The truth 
is that most crime in America is committed 


by white people, and that crack is mainly 
consumed by whites” 

But this peipetuation of African/Ameri- 
can stereotypes is just one example of how 
mass-media has come to affect us. It is 
rarely, for example, emphasised in the 
media how. at the heart of modem Western 
cultural life lies the African/American tra- 
dition. Black spirituals and the street ver- 
sion of this music, the Blues, gave rise to 
jazz, which in turn, after being twisted and 
turned into a form of an rather than just 
entertainment by the likes of Coleman 
Hawkins, Dizzy Gillespie. Thelonius 
Monk and Charlie Parker, inspired the beat 
generation of white writers and poets such 
as Jack Kerouac and William Burroughs 
(not to forget, although they often are. the 
black poets and writers: Leroy Jones. Ted 
Joans and Bob Kaufman). These eventual- 
ly gave rise ro the Beatles, the hippie 
movement, anti-war demonstrations, and 
ultimately current popular dance music 
and rap. 

On a more global scale, and even more 
sinister, is what Noam Chomsky, the 
famous American linguist and philosopher, 
calls the "manufacture of consent”: the 
influence of mass-media over political 
thought and opinion. 

“People, in the U.S., get their opinions, 
pro or con or indifferent on any issue from 
TV. ‘I’m a hawk when it comes to Iraq’ — 
they watch some show. Or 'Well, actually 
we really hurt a lot of people, and there so 
many who are ill or dying that as a human- 
itarian you just can’t do this' — well, they 
probably got that from TV. It worries me to 
know, that all the TV networks, radio sta- 
tions and publishing houses in the United 
Sates are owned by five huge Trans- 
national corporations.” 

There are positive sides to modern infor- 
mation technology, though. Mr. Young 
relates a Story of a 17-year-old, who after 
hearing about the endangermem of dol- 
phins by tuna fishing, got on the Internet 
and Star-Kist, a major tuna fish manufac- 
turer in the U.S. was bombarded with 
75,000 letters from all over the world, 
which eventually resulted in a change in 
the fishing policies. 

‘They try to control it. But every time 
they do, there is some thirteen-year-old kid 
somewhere who goes ‘wait a minuie, we 
could do this...’ I love iL” 

Ultimately, literature, music and art fulfil 
a need that cannot be replaced by technol- 
ogy. It is the sum of human experience, 
imagination and creation, not just direct 
communication, and transmission of infor- 
mation which technology has mainly 
improved upon. 


“The oral tradition never disappears, it 
just changes. When the American Science 
Foundation made four hundred titles avail- 
able on the Internet its detractors said ‘Oh 
this is terrible. Booksales are going to 
drop.' But booksales have actually gone up, 
almost by 50 per cent. Why? Because peo- 
ple start downloading books, they run out 
of toner, paper. Even if they get a 200-page 
book, they have to go and get them bound. 
Finally they say: ‘Hey, I know. I’ll go and 
buy a book.’ When you read, there is more 
time for exploration and thinking about 
what you read. It's a much slower process, 
1 think, a lot more rewarding and affecting. 
I am someone who knows what I do affects 
consciousness. I can't control how." 

Because the Internet has had such a huge 
impact, because mass-media is so influen- 


tial, the balance between who controls 
these technologies, and who and bow it is 
used will be “the battle of the 21st centuty." 
It is here an will serve its purpose: 

“Art,’’ says Mr. Young, “is always an 
expression of freedom. I think thar people 
are creatures who aren’t properly satisfied 
until they are free. And so, through poetry, 
through music we express this potential. 
Whenever people are oppressed it is quite 
often through artistic expression that they, 
[do] not just resist, but actively combat, 
their oppressors. Technology is a wonder- 
ful tool for the distribution of the arts. 
When Maya Angelou recited her poem at 
President Clinton’s inauguration it became 
an overnight best-seller. New ways of using 
technology will inevitably evolve.” 
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Further oil price fall highly damaging, UAE says f\ horoscope 


VIENNA (AFP) — A far- 
ther fall in oil prices would 
be highly damaging not only 
to oil producers but to the 
world economy in general, 
the United Arab Emirates 
warned Monday as OPEC 
oil ministers began an extra- 
ordinary meeting here to 
discuss ways to stabilise 
prices. 

The sharp falls in oil 
price* since late November, 
when OPEC (Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries) decided to 
increase output by 10 per 
cent, are "of great concern 
to OPEC." UAE Petroleum 
Minister Obaid Bin Saif AJ 
Nasseri. chairing the meet- 
ing. said. 

Unless the price falls are 
"quickly checked, they will 
become highly damaging 
not only to our member 
countries and other oil pro 
ducers. but also — and 
inevitably — to the world 
economy ar large." he said. 

The meeting is officially 
to formalise pledges by all 
11 OPEC members except 
Iraq, to cut production as 
part of an agreement 
between OPEC and non- 
OPEC countries announced 
by Saudi .Arabia. Venezuela 
and non -OPEC member 
Mexico eight days ago. 

Mexico was attending 


Monday’s meeting as an 
observer, with a delegation 
headed by Ricardo 
Samar i ego. undersecretary' 
in the energy ministry. 

There has been some 
question whether the pro- 
duction cuts will be based 
on actual production or on 
quota levels. 

This could be seen as 
favouring quota-busters to 
the detriment of countries 
such as Iran. Libya and 
Indonesia. which are 
already producing below 
quota but would still have to 
cut output. 

Mr. A1 Nasseri made it 
clear, however, that the 
basis for discussion was a 
cut in actual output not 
quota levels. 

“The purpose of our extra- 
ordinary meeting today is to 
solidify the understanding 
recently reached to reduce 
the excess oil in the market 
through a voluntary cut 
from currem production" he 
said. 

Nigerian Oil Minister Dan 
Etete also suggested that the 
meeting would not go 
beyond this single issue, 
saying shortly before the 
opening that the meeting 
would be “very short" but 
“decisive." 

Asked if he felt the agree- 
ment by 15 OPEC and'bon- 


OPEC oil producers to cut 
output by 1.5 million bands 
a day will be enough to 
Lx>ost prices, he said: “I 
think the market will 

respond favourably." 

Mr. Ai Nasseri welcomed 
what he described as a ‘‘new 
era of cooperation in the 
relations between OPEC 
and non-OPEC oil produc- 
ers" demonstrated by the 
agreement. 

He said he was “confident 
that once our understanding 
has been confirmed and is 
seen to be applied, the mar- 
ket will continue to respond 
positively." 

Oil prices recovered 
somewhat after the 
announcement eight days 
ago that Saudi Arabia. 
Venezuela and non-OPEC 
member Mexico had agreed 
on the need to cut output. 

But after recovering from 
below S 1 2 a barrel to more 
than $15 last week as other 
countries followed the 
Saudi. Venezuelan and 
Mexican lead, oil prices lev- 
elled off somewhat and then 
dropped Monday afternoon 
to S14.S5 a barrel for May 
delivery, against SI 5.47 at 
mid-day. 

That compares with a 
price of nearly $19 a barrel 
before the Jakarta meeting. 

Some market analysts fear 


that the output reduction 
agreement will not hold, 
noting that while OPEC 
agreed an output ceiling of 
27 j million barrels a day in 
Jakarta, output has been 
running at around 28.8 mil- 
lion according to experts. 

It is also not clear whether 
a 1.5 million barrel a day cut 
will be enough to reduce 
saturated stockpiles in 
industrial countries follow- 
ing a mild northern hemi- 
sphere winter and reduced 
Asian demand due to the 


region s economic cnsis. 

Average demand for 
OPEC oil this year is esti- 
mated by the International 
Energy Agency (TEA) at lit- 
tle more than 26 million bar- 
rels a day. nearly three mil- 
lion barrels less than current 
output. 

The IEA in early March 
estimated average world 
demand for oil this year at 
75.1 million barrels a day. 
and February' output at 
76.75 million barrels. On 
the basis of these figures a 
1.5 million barrel cut in out- 
put would barely be enough 
to bring supply into line 
with demand. 

The OPEC members are 
.Algeria. Indonesia. Iran, 
Iraq. Kuwait. Libya, Nige- 
ria. Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and 


Venezuela. 

According to experts, the 
sharp decline in oil prices 
since December has under- 
scored OPEC's flawed poli- 
cy of expanding its market 
share at the expense of rev- 
enue. 

The 11 -nation OPEC 

again miscalculated when it 
increased its official output 
ceiling by nearly 10 per cent 
for the first half of 1998, 
disregarding several factors, 
they said. 

‘The increase in the ceil- 
ing was a mistake because 
there was a large surplus in 
the market and consumption 
was slowing down because 
of the Asian economic crisis 
and other market and sea- 
sonal factors," said Moham- 
mad Al Asumi. chief econo- 
mist at the government-con- 
trolled Emirates Industrial 
Bank. 

“The logic of defending its 
market share is also wrong 
... OPEC should target high 
revenues rather than high 
production. The latest col- 
lapse in oil prices under- 
scored this problem," he 
told .AFP. 

“The cuts do not mean that 
Gulf stales are giving up a 
strategy to defend their mar- 
ket share." said Ihsan Abu 
Huieika. a prominent Saudi 
economist 


"But I believe it is a step in 
the right direction. Safe- 
guarding their market share 
is pointless if it is at the 
expense of their income.” he 
added. 

With the exception of Iran 
which advocates higher 
prices, Saudi Arabia and its 
.Arab Gulf partners have 
long pressed for a bigger 
market share given their 
immense crude reserves and 
surplus output capacities. 

Saudi Arabia’s position 
was a reversal of its policy 
during the 1980s, when it 
played the role of a residual 
producer within OPEC to 
stabilise prices. 

"Gulf countries and other 
producers inside OPEC and 
outside it should learn a les- 
son from the latest price cri- 
sis and think of how to 
defend their income rather 
than their market share,” 
Mr. Asumi said. 

‘The coming weeks will 
show whether they will 
adopt this formula or not 
Building their strategy on 
production will again push 
down prices ... As you see. 
they are now practically 
going back to the previous 
ceiling," he added. 


Israeli unemployment rises as economic growth slows 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Unemployment' in Israel 
rose to 8.2 per cent of the 
workforce in January in 
another sign the economy is 
slowing, the Central Bureau 
of Statistics reported Mon- 
day. 

In addition, inflation 
slowed during the first two 
months of the year to an 
annual rate of two per cent, 
in contrast to a rate of 


between four to five per cent 
in December and November 
and six per cent between 
August and October. 

Inflation in 1997 hit a 30- 
year low of seven per cent 
largely due to high interest 
rates maintained by the Bank 
of Israel. 

Business leaders have crit- 
icised the tight monetary and 
fiscal policies of the right- 
wing government, insisting 


it is at fault for the unem- 
ployment rate, the highest in 
three years. 

Economic growth fell to 
two per cent in 1997. half of 
the rate for 1 996. and projec- 
tions for 1998 predict 
growth between at 1.0 and 
T -5 percent 

In another development 
the Jerusalem Post recently 
quoted a senior Treasury 
official as saying Israel’s 


economy wUJ grow no more 
than two per cent in 1998. 
well below the Treasury’s 
forecast and only slightly 
better than 1997'$ 1.8 per 
cent rise. 

Unemployment will reach 

8.7 per cent compared with 

7.7 per cent in 1997. the offi- 
cial said. 

Tzippy Galyam. head of 
the finance ministry's eco- 
nomic research and state 



Foreign investment in Egypt 
"doubled in last 5 years * 


A scent inspired by love and life 


In Love Again, the latest scent product from Yves Saint Lau- 
rent 


| The Medical Euipmem Office represented by Mr. Taher 
j Mohammad Al HudhucL the sole agent for Yves Saint Laurent, 
j organised a training course marking the introduction of ihe new 
j scent and cosmetics In Love Again. A ceremony for openns the 
j training courseawas held at the Meridien Hotel and attended by 
i a large audience of guests and trainees. 


The ceremony was supervised by the French cosmetics 
expert Marielle Colin who presented a detailed briefing on the 
In Love Anain scent and cosmetics. 


CAIRO (.AFP) — Foreign 
investment in Egypt dou- 
bled in the past five years to 
II billion Egyptian pounds 
f S3.2 billion) in 1997. 
Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kamal Al Ganzouri has said. 

Mr. Ganzouri. speaking 
here to a conference of busi- 
nessmen of Egy ptian origin 
living abroad, said foreign 
investment in Egypt had 
been 5.3 billion Egyptian 
pounds (SI. 5 billion) in 
1993. He said he expected 
foreign investment to reach 
20 billion Egyptian pounds 
(S5.S billion! by the end of 
the year. 

Ibrahim Fawzi. the gov- 


ernment official responsible 
for investments, said in 
December that both foreign 
and Egyptian investments 
more than tripled last year 
compared to 1996. 

“The amount of capital for 
investment projects during 
the first 1 1 months of 1 997 
reached 16 billion Egyptian 
pounds (84.7 billiom com- 
pared to 5.7 billion pounds 
(SI. 6 billiom for all of 
1 996." he said. 

Egypt adopted in May 
1997 a new law providing 
guarantees, temporary tax 
exemptions. and other 
incentives for foreign 


revenue administration, said 
there was a need to rethink 
the ministry’s forecasts 
given recent developments. 

Treasury officials believe 
the Asian crisis could cut 
into exports and lower eco- 
nomic growth from an origi- 
nal forecast of 3.0 to 35 per 
cent. 

Recent concerns about 
Iraq may have deterred 
investments and cost the 
country in additional 
defence spending. Further- 
more. tourism is undergoing 
..jt prolonged slowdown. 

The' prime : minister’s 
-office has said it was trying 
to organise a gathering of 
public and private sector 
leaders and workers in a bid 
to formulate a programme 
for lowering unemployment 
and restoring growth to the 
four- five per cent level of 
recent years. 

Meanwhile. Israeli direct 
investment overseas fell 
nearly 1 1 percent last year to 
S887 million from S993 mil- 
lion in 1996. the Bank of 
Israel has said. 

The central bank said most 
of the new investment was 
by industrial companies, 
chiefly in the electronics sec- 
tor. investing in foreign sub- 
sidiaries either formed or 
acquired in recent years. 


Net direct investment 
overseas also fell but by a 
smaller four per cent to $678 
million from S710 million. 
Total outstanding investment 
reached S4.78 billion at the 
end of 1997. equal to 15 per 
cenr of the combined equity 
of companies that have 
invested abroad. 

Although overseas invest- 
ment by Israeli companies 
fell last year it was much 
higher than in 1994 and 
1995, when the rate was 
about $650 million annually, 
the Bank o f Israel no ted. _ 

Over the" Iasi four years, 
total outgoing net direct 
investment reached $3.19 
billion. 

Some S420 million of total 
direct investment last year 
was in North America, down 
from $467 million in 19%. 
the Central Bank said. Direct 
investment in western 
Europe fell more sharply to 
S20I million from S360 mil- 
lion in 1996. 

Asia accounted for just 55 
million of the total, down 
from S19 million in 1996, 
the Central Bank said, while 
investment in eastern Europe 
rose to S44 million from $41 
million. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Wiinams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 

1 Ricochet 
6 Go by 
10 In the same 
place L 

14 Journalist _ 
Rogers St. 
Joh’n^ 

15 Seed coat 

16 Oniypst 

17 Bums, as 
cataracts 

18 Narrative 

19 Map of lots 
ZC Hcpeless 

22 Surt sound 

23 Collection of 
primitive poetry 

24 Observer 
26 Purplish red 

30 Garden plots 

31 Particle 
22 Expensr.-e 
35 Hollywood 

figure? 

35 Shoot from 
hiding 

41 Lemon or 

orange ending 

42 Jungle vine 

43 Score 

44 Crow calls 

46 Air out 

47 Monumental 
entrance 

49 Hans Christian 
Andersen's 
birthplace 
5? Package 
54 Jai _ 

56 District 

57 Shockproof 
53 Honey 

structure 

64 Ephron or Lofts 

65 Of a people: 
pref. 

66 Writer Zola 

67 Wedding vows 

68 Kidney enzyme 

69 Calendar info 

70 Penny 

71 Jogs 
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I TH0USHT / 1 CAW.ThcY SAID 
KCU WERE I 7C STAY TUNED FOR 
SCEMES FROM NEXT 
OUTSIDE.. EPISODE.. . 


IjUELL. t‘M 
GOING 
OL’TSIPE.. 


1 D SURE LIKE 
TO 60 UJITH 
s. YOU.. V 


I HAVE TO STAY TUNED 
FOR SCENES FROM 
NEXT WEEK'S EPISODE.. 



p,i& 

Ala /•- 


vmwM 


Andy Capp 


.1 

3«i r- umo inooru. jtbu-i 

tern wuran x 


By Dorothy B. Martin 
Highland Parte, Ml 


DOWN 

1 Colombian 
metropolis 

2 Man with an 
apple 

3 Ans. to 8 ques. 


4 Imitation butter 

5 Large groups 

6 Backyard 
courtyard 

7 Semite people 

8 Window ledge 

9 Arm cover 

10 Remarkable 

11 Under 

12 Funous 

13 Dissuade 

21 Stepped on it 

25 Sacred image 

26 Play's players 

27 Mediterranean 

peak 

28 Irritate 

29 Impossible to 
appease 

30 Concoct 

33 Per unit 

34 Nabokov novel 

36 Basse- 
Normandie city 

37 BJyth and 
Richards 

36 Cost per unit 
40 "Jane 
45 Fly high, as an 
eagle 
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VI 


tii 

mm h 


MG S c 

fti 

5 L £ £ 
LUMP 

J 

E T EH 

[pji 

in 
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Mm 


VOtNS Bums \ 
DRINKS FORA 

tathc-looking / 

BIRD LIKE THAT, J ^ 

s . UAOtr* y in 


f SHE > 
WINKED 
BACK AT j 

^ VO U J 


f AH, yES.' 

thanks,. 

V JACK J 


ElD U 

5 H SIN | E [j 

ihniiniM.il 


WlAlHiA 

E GTATS 

B UjNlK 

S e|a[S 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


*W/< VC THAT CH. 




48 Outpatient 
facility 

50 Shunt 

51 Walked to and 
fro 

52 Lure of the 
kitchen 

53 Transmit 
' Davment 


54 Edge of a 
green 

55 Minimum 
58 Ala__ 

53 Roman way 

60 Cry of distress 

61 Module 

62 Your brothers 
to your father 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 31 y 19?*, 



By Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19> You- want to buy' 
tools and equipment,, and possibly some books to 
teach you how to use them. You want to push for- 
ward as fast as possible, but it's almost as if ^oa’ve 
still got the emergency brake on. Relax . It’s Just pit 
of the phase you’re in. It’s probably denned- to’ 
teach you patience. '-''.7: ■ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The pressure’s on. 
Instead of trying to resist, learn how to drive this 
vehicle in the right direction. You’ve got tip a head' 
of steam, so use it to your advantage. There’s; no" 
point in tryihe to pull the emergency brake. Pay 
attention to where you're going and have a great 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 J You’re going tq.be 
more successful if you let some of your- teammates- 
carry the ball for a while. Some of them can move 
more quickly than you. Your partner will be iu- a 
better position to make the shot: later on 'this 
evening. Provide the support and let the other per- 
son do what’s necessary. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The opportunities 
are appearing and disappearing so quickly it's hard 
to tell which one to take. Just watch, and eventual- 
ly a pattern should emerge. Stay calm. That will 
give you the advantage. Let your conscience by 
your guide and you’ll be fine. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t let a burden- 
some individual weigh you down this morning. 
Your friends will come up with a creative solution 
to a problem this afternoon. Organise your team 
now. so you won’t have to worry about it later. 
Remember, you’ll be able to do more if you dele- 
gate some efiores to others. " -T- 

VTRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Make a deci- 
sion you've been thinking about this morning. 
There will be changes soon, which will continue for 
the next two days. You can shift things around your 
advantage, but first you have to know what this is. 
Otherwise, certain folks will shift things around to 
your disadvantage. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you and 
vour mate have planned ahead, you could be start- 
ing your vocation right now. If not. start planning. 
Get some travel brochures on your lunch hour. If 
you launch into the project right now, it'll be easier 
than if you wait. Don't hesitate a moment longer.- 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You're a 
very determined person. If you’ve got a determined 
partner working with you. you can't lose. It looks 
that’s the situation this morning. A little wheeling 
and dealing may be required, but that’s OK. That’s 


your area of expertise. The money you need should 
become available this afternoon. 


become available this afternoon. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
It’s time to take on a partner — either romantic or 
business. It could even be somebody that you’re hir- 
ing to work for you, like an attorney or accountant 
Don’t strain your brain trying to do something when 
someone else can do it better. 

CAPRICORN: (De.c.ejnte22 to Jaaiiaty^O.)^. job 
you’ve been avoiding wifi demand your^ulf atten- 
tion by the middle of the day. Better give it some 
thought. You can get into almost as much trouble 
for tilings you forgot to do as for things you did 
wrong. Start by paying a debt you owe a co-worker. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your 
hidden poetic streak may come out today. Be 
expressive, but don’t take your sweetheart to a party 
tonight and then spend the evening talking to some- 
body else, even if it’s for business reasons. The 
impact on your private life would be terrible, ■. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Even if you 
and your roommates are getting along well, there 
are issues to be discussed and people's nerves may 
be on edge. Do what you can to keep things mellow. 
Cut out the stimulants from your diet. On days like 
this one, the more serenitv you can generate, the 
better. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — J as per. 
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By Glasbergen 


m ® er *ous about improving my diet. 

Does a Bloody Mary count as 
one serving of vegetables or two?” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri AraoU and Mfke ArgMon 


NESOO 


^ Ugh-mu 




DIEFT 


THROBE 


NIOXEGY 


LUNCH ON THE 
RUN CAN TURN 
OUT TD B6 THIS. 


Answer: A 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


P 


. (Answers tomorrow; 

Yastentoy-a -Jumbles: PLAID HITCH GENDER BOUNCE 

Answar comic gave the heckler — 

A "PUNCH" LINE 
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Lebanon sees strong demand for Eurobond 


Trial shipment of vegetables and fruits 
to be dispatched to Hungary next month 


** THE AGRICULTURAL Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) will dispatch a trial 
shipment of fruits and vegetables to the 
Hungarian market between April 8-13 to 
explore the market and promote Jordan- 
ian products .there. Such a shipment falls 
within the AMO plan to send several trial 
shipments to existing as well as promis- 
ing markets. 

By such trials, the AMO aims at study- 
ing the marketing and handling of the Jor- 


danian products and identifying the needs 
of outside markets in terms of preferred 
types and specifications as well as pack- 
aging requirements. In addition, the aim 
is to open communication channels 
between Jordanian exporters and 
importers at those markets and to evalu- 
ate the potential of the produce to be 
transported for long distances and the 
means of transportation as well (AJ Ra’i). 


National Portfolio Securities Company resorts 
to reserves to return to profitability 


** THE NATIONAL Portfolio Securities 
Company emerged from the red last year 
by amortising the JD1 .3 million loss post- 
ed in 1996 from the JD4.62 million 
reserve balance related to premiums col- 
lected from issuing shares. Furthermore, 
the profit also resulted from generating 
JDS49.500 of earnings. JD783.400 of 
which were the profit of the securities 
portfolio. 

Board Chairman and General Manager 
Mohammad Bilbeisi described the 
JD783,400 profit as “distinguished” 
especially when taking into consideration 
that the prices at the stock exchange 
dropped by 13.4 per cent according to the 
unweighed general price index calculated 
by the Amman Financial Market (AFM). 

Mr. Bilbeisi indicated in the annual 
report that the company used new invest- 
ment tools for the first time in 1997. He 
explained that that was through the JD23 
million Global Depository Receipts 
issued by the Arab Potash Company and 
floated in the London market and through 
the $100 million bonds issued by the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Company in Euro- 


pean markets. 

According to the report, a toial of 
JD335 million worth of 
shares/stocks/bonds were issued in the 
primary market last year compared to 
only JDI88 million in 1996. 

Mr. Bilbeisi detailed the investments of 
the portfolio by pointing out that 44 per 
cent were in the financial sector. 33 per- 
cent in the industrial sector. 18 per cent in 
the services sector and five per cent in the 
insurance sector. He revealed that the 
portfolio amounted to JD8.4 million 
worth of securities and that the transac- 
tions for the benefit of the portfolio 
amounted to JD20.77 million. The trad- 
ing volume on behalf of clients was 
around JD13 million. 

The assets of the company at the end of 
1997 totalled JD9.32 million and the net 
shareholders’ equity stood at JD7.74 mil- 
lion of which JD5 million represented the 
capital and JD4.63 million the balance of 
the reserve related to the premiums col- 
lected from issuing shares (AI Arab A1 
Yawm + Al Ra’i). 
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Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Marie 
GB Starting 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


or Currencies & Cross Rates' - — 


1.1489 

1.0669 

0.0834 

73.04 

24.5594 


1.08 
1380.26 
63.44 
21 J3 


. ■ « . irt; 

Price* aa at — 
CAD klTL* 

1.4222 1819.25 
0.7706 98549 
24879 3054.10 
0.9367 1197.03 
1.0766 13.77 

1278.46 

0.7810 

0.6837 874.44 

04299 33.62 


»’i '("■‘'i I’.rt' "j* 

30/03/98 19547 
NLO FRP 7 
2.0793 6.1814 
1.1270 34604 
3.4911 10.3786 
13643 44678 
157.43 4.67B8 

14612 44439 
1142 3.3948 

24718 

334200 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


■ • - 

Currency 
US Dollar 

USD 

JOD 

0.7090 

SAR 

3.7502 

BAH 

0.3770 

QAT 

3.6398 

KUW 

0.3054 

AED 

3.6726 

LBP 

152740 

EGP 

34170 

- 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 

54894 

0.5317 

5.1337 

04307 

5.1800 

2154.02 

4.8195 


Saudi Riyal 

04667 

04891 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0814 

0.98 

40743 

04112 

- ‘ • 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

14807 

94477 

- 

9.85 

04101 

9.74 

4051.04 

9.0639 

, 

Qatar Dinar 

04747 

0.1948 

1.0303 

1.0303 

- 

0.0839 

1.01 

41948 

04388 

. 

Kuwait Dinar 

34744 

24215 

124796 

14344 

1142 


12.03 

5000.65 

04388 


Emirates Dinar 

04723 

0.1831 

1.0211 

0.1026 

0-9911 

0.0832 

m 

41544 

04304 


Labanese/1000 

Egyptian 

0.86 

04927 

04642 

04075 

2.4556 

1.0975 

-04469 

0.1103 

24833 

1-0652 

04000 

0.0894 

24048 

1.0748 

44644 

24374 


Oils 

Last 

rovfou 

Brent 

144* 

14.98 

W. Texas 

1645 

1640 

Bonny 

1441 

1448 

Dubai 

| 13.15 

13.18 

UL Gas 

160.00 

160.00 



Mid-East Currencies 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

SA Riyal 

0.2667 

04921 

0.15882 

0-40532 

AE Dirham 

04723 

0.50249 

0.16217 

041387 

KW Dinar 

34744 

6.0423 

1.95008 

4.9776 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

449476 

1.57978 

443226 

CY Pound 

1.8665 

34251 

1.105 

24199 


Commodity 
Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat ($/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsfi) 
Rice Wton) 


JOD Cross 
Currency 
US Dollar 
GB SteriRng 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guilder 
IT lira 

Source; Cenl 


Rates 
_ Buy 

0.708 
1.1899 
0.3873 
04724 
0-1155 
0.5403 
0.3436 
04925 
trai Bank c 


Sell 

0.710 
1.1958 
04892 
04748 
0.1161 
0443 
044S3 
04945 
f Jordan. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon is 
seeing stronger than 
expected demand for SSOO 
million in Eurobond sales 
and Arab investors are eye- 
ing Beirut’s debt, a senior 
central bank official has 
said. 

“We are seeing higher 
demand than we anticipat- 
ed,” Nasser Saidi, first vice 
governor of the central 
bank, told Reuters. 

Lebanon will launch S2 
bonds next week to total 
SSOO million. Both issues 
will be underwritten by 
Paribas. 

The $500 million tranche 
will have a -three-year 
maturity and be priced to 
yield 240-250 basis points 
over U.S. treasuries. 

The $300 million tranche 
will have a five-year matu- 
rity and be priced to yield 
280-290 basis points over 
five year U-S. treasuries. 

Lebanon held an investor 
presentation on the 
Eurobonds in London and 
is due to hold one in the 
Gulf Arab state of Bahrain. 

Emerging market borrow- 
ers are beginning to look at 
the dollar sector again, with 
many awaiting South 
Korea’s S3.0 billion global 
bond to hit the screens 
before pricing new issues. 

“The timing for us is 
interesting. It is coming at a 
time of the Korea bond. 
There is strong demand for 
our paper. The mood for 
emerging market debt 
appears to be changing,” 
said Mr. Saidi. 


He did not specify how 
much demand there was for 
Lebanon’s upcoming 
Eurobond issues. But a 
h ankin g source told Reuters 
that demand amounted to 
about 60 per cent of the 
S800 million in Eurobonds. 

“We will tally all the bids. 
1 would say distribution 
between the Middle East, 
Europe and America would 
be similar. It is even distrib- 
ution across,” Mr. Saidi 
said. 

He said leading local 
Lebanese banks were par- 
ticipating in the Eurobond 
issues. 

Mr. Saidi noted that Arab 
investors from countries 
such as Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman in the 
Gulf were setting their 
sights on Lebanese debt 
because the terms are 
attractive. 

“Middle East investors 
were timid on (previous) 
longer term debt sales. But 
now they are interested in 
the three-year and five-year 
terras,” he said 

Gulf Arabs make up the 
bulk of foreign investors in 
Lebanon which has 
launched a multi-billion 
dollar reconstruction drive 
following the 1975-1990 
civil war and hopes to 
restore its status as a 
regional financial and 
banking centre. 

In March, Lebanon said it 
had chosen Paribas among 
eight 

Other international com- 


panies to market and under- 
write its SSOO million of 
three-year Eurobonds — 
the stan of a $2 billion bor- 
rowing programme. 

Facing mounting pressure 
from loose public finances, 
the country’s top leaders 
struck an agreement last 
year to shift from costly 
domestic borrowing to 
long-term foreign debt. 

Lebanon’s net internal 
public debt rose 14.6 per 
cent in 1997 to 19,741.6 
billion Lebanese pounds 
(S12.9 billion). The debt in 
foreign currency increased 
32.9 per cent to'S2.351 bil- 
lion. 

A budget deficit equiva- 
lent to 59 per cent of expen- 
diture in 1997 prompted 
analysts to question 
Lebanon's ability to tap 
international debt markets. 
Several international rating 
agencies warned of a possi- 
ble downgrade if the gov- 
ernment failed to put its 
finances in order, hitting 
Lebanese equities. 

Central Bank Governor 
Riad Salameh said in Lon- 
don after the Eurobond 
investor presentation that ^ 
Lebanon’s economy is 
expected to grow by around 
5.0 per cent in 1998, up 
from an estimated 3.5 per 
cent in 1997. 

He said that Lebanon's 
year-on -year inflation was 
expected to be below 6.0 
per cent in 1998, down 
from 7.8 per cent in 1997. 


Asia’s billionaires 
feeling the pinch 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Asia’s tycoon’s are reel- 
ing the pinch amid the 
region’s economic tur- 
moil, with some of them 
scraping by on their last 
few billion U,S. dollars 
or so, according to a new . 
Forbes survey. 

Forbes Magazine's an- 
nual “Global Power 
Elite” survey of the 
world’s wealthiest peo- 

f ile shows the biggest 
oser was tobacco tycoon 
Wonowidjojo, head of 
Indonesia’s Gudang 
Garam, who lost a cool 
$5.2 billion since last 
July, as Asia’s stock mar- 
ket’s and currencies tum- 
bled. 

Asia's richest man, 
Hong Kong's Lee Shau- 
kee of Henderson Land 
let $4.5 billion slip 
between his fingers ana 
now has to make do with 
personal assets estimated 
at $10 billion . 

“Hong Kong is still one 
of the best places in the 
world to invest money,” 
Mr. Lee told Forbes, “We 
are going full speed 
ahead?’ 

The best-known tycoon 
in the territory, Li Ka- 
shing dropped a mere 
$2.2 billion to be down 
to under $9 billion, while 
Malaysia's Robert Kuok 
lost an estimated 40 per 
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cent of his net worth to 
$4.2 billion, according to 
Forbes. 

Meanwhile, the world's 
richest man Bill Gates 
was cashing in, adding 
$9.7 billion to his per- 
sonal fortune which now 
stands at an estimated 
$64 billion. 

Many of his U.S. and 
European super rich col- 
leagues also picked up 
some of the slack from 
their Asian counterparts. 

All told, some $774 
billion have been wiped' 
off the paper valuation of 
Asia’s public trading 
companies in the past 
nine months. 

As a group, the 57 
Asian tycoons in Forbes 
‘‘Global Power Elite" 
200 are down $61 bil- 
lion, despite recent ral- 
lies in many South Hast 
Asian markets. 

“As a rule, the richer 
the Asian tycoon, the 
bigger the "fall,” says 
Forbes. 

However it asserts, 
“there are now bargains 
galore in Asia.” 

Singapore’s Senior 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew 
agrees. 

There will just be “a 
setback of two to four 
years,” he told Forbes. 

Conoco to 
study $120m 
petroleum 
coke venture 
in Dubai 

DUBAI l AFP) — Conti- 
nental Oil Co. (Conoco) of 
the United States is to carry 
ont a feasibility study for a 
$120 million petroleum 
coke calcinating plant in 
Dubai, the Gulf emirate has 
announced. 

Government-controlled 
Dubai Investments said it 
has signed a memorandum 
of understanding with 
Conoco and one of its affil- 
iates, Venco, for the study. 

The projected capacity of 
the plant is 400,000 tonnes, 
die Dubai company said in 
a statement, adding that 
production could start in 
late 1999. 

Petroleum coke is a 
refined product used mainly 
by the steel and aluminium 
industries. 

“Calcined coke produced 
by the proposed facility ini- 
tially would be marketed to 
Dubai Aluminium (Dubai) 
and other customers in the 
region whose imports of 
petroleum coke are expect- 
ed to increase dramatically 
with the planned start-up of 
additional smelters,” the 
statement said. 

Bahrain's Alba aluminium 
smelter has also announced 
it is considering the con- 
struction of a coke calcinat- 
ing plant. 

Qatar in November signed 
an agreement with Norsk 
Hydro of Norway to set up 
an aluminium smelter 
which would enter produc- 
tion in 2002, and Oman is 
also considering setting up 
an al uminium smelter. 

The aluminium industry is 
competitive in the oil-rich 
Gulf because of its cheap 
electricity costs. 
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Hakkinen wins Brazilian GP 


SAO PAULO (AFP) — 
Mika Hakkinen of 
Finland started superbly 
and led from start-to-fin- 
ish in his McLaren- 
Mercedes to win 
Sunday’s Brazilian Grand 
Prix at Interlagos. 

Hakkinen’s teammate 
David Coulthard of 
Scotland was second as 
the dominant McLaren 
team staged a repeat of 
their 1-2 finish in the sea- 
son-opening Australian 
Grand Prix. 

It was Hakkinen’s third 
straight Grand Prix tri- 
umph following his win 
in the final race of last 
season at Jerez and in 
Melbourne earlier this, 
month. i 

The silver McLaren cars j 
completely controlled the 
race and none of their t 
rivals was able ro mount a 
serious charge. 

“The most important 
pan was the start — that 
set me up for the race.” 
said Hakkinen. 

“I look it really easy at 
the end because there was 
no use pushing it, 
although I could have 
gone faster than I did." 

Two-time world cham- 
pion Michael 

Schumacher of Germany 
was third in his Ferrari 
but well off the pace. 
Then came Alexander 
Wurz of Austria in a 
Benetton. Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen of Germany in a 
Williams and Giancarlo 
Fisichella of Italy in a 
Benetton. 

Defending world cham- 
pion Jacques Villeneuve 
of Canada finished out of 
the points in seventh 
place in his Williams. 
Villeneuve won this race 
last year on his way to the 
world title. 

The McLaren 1-2 was 
achieved without any of 
the controversy that taint- 
ed the Melbourne race 
and qualifying- here. 

Hakkinen. on pole for 
the second straight race, 
got th6 jump on 
Coulthard from the start, 
taking a clear lead as the 
22 starters roared off the 
grid. 

He eventually clocked 
I hr 37min 11.747sec (an 
average of 190.763kph) 
for the 72-lap race — a 



Formula One driver Mika Hakkinen of Finland drives his McLaren in the Brazilian 
Grand Prix at the Interlagos race track in Sao Paulo. Hakkinnen won the race fol- 
lowed by teammate British David Coulthard who placed second and German Michael 
Schumacher of Ferrari third (Reuters photo) 


total of 309.024km 
around the 4.292km 
Interlagos circuit. 

“Mika has had the edge 
over me all .weekend so I 
have got to be happy with, 
the six points." said 
Coulthard. 

“In the past the starts is 
where I have had the 
advantage over Mika, but 
he has clearly been work- 
ing hard on chem over the 
winter.” 

Coulthard was Msecs 
back after closing on the 
29-year-old Finn in the 
dying stages, but third- 
placed Schumacher was 
over a minute in arrears. 

Only the first four cars 
were on the same lap at 
the end. 

Hakkinen extended his 
championship lead over 
Coulthard to eight points 
as the McLarens dominat- 
ed despite the car.V.thirrtr. , 

pedal" braking system 
being ruled il legal by rav'.e .. 
stewards on Saturday. 

“It's great to have 20 
points after just two 
races." said Hakkinen. 
“Obviously ifs given me 
a lot of confidence for the 
rest of the season." 

The stewards upheld a 
protest led by Fereari 


against the braking sys- 
tem. deciding that it was 
in effect a steering device 
which is outlawed in 
Formula One. 

McLaren, along with 
Jordan and Williams who 
had also introduced a 
similar system, were 
forced to disable it. 

McLaren’s insistence 
that the system, which 
helps braking in comers, 
was only partially respon- 
sible for their success was 
borne out again by 
Sunday's result. 

There was also no 
repeat of the "team 
orders" row which erupt- 
ed after Coulthard 
allowed Hakkinen to pass 
him in Melbourne and 
take the chequered flag. 

On a sweltering day. the 
McLaren's were red-hot 
from the start, even 
though their rivals were 
not. 

•Ra!f Schumacher 
crashed out on the first 
lap, sending his Jordan 
sideways off the track, 
and less than half the field 
were still running at the 
end — although there 
were no potemiallv-dan- 
gerous crashes. 

" Hakkinen and 


Coulthard immediately 
began to build a big gap. 
The flying Finn had a 1.2 
sec advantage after only 
three laps, which he 
increased to 2sec after 10 
laps. He never relinquishd 
his grip. 

Coulthard darted into 
the pits for fresh fuel and 
rubber at the mid-way- 
point and such was the 
McLarens' advantage 
over the chasing pack that 
he still emerged in second 


spot. 

Hakkinen made his stop 
three laps later and came 
out with his lead intact as 
he headed for another win 
to maintain his perfect 
stan to the season. 

Both leaders were given 
a pit board reading "cool" 
— an indication it was 
unnecessary to push 
things too far as they 
completed .. McLaren's,: 
third straight 1-2 finish. 

All the action, indeed., 
was further back as 
Michael Schumacher, 
Frentzen and Wurz 
duelled for the minor 
placings. 

Schumacher ultimately 
prevailed, winning his 
first points of the season 
for Ferrari. 


Inzaghi 


eyes World 


Cup shirt 


MILAN (AFP) — Filippo 
Inzaghi is counting on 
Juvenrus to get him a place in 
this summer's World Cup 
finals, after the latest goal 
rush from the Italian striker. 

Inzaghi scored twice in 
Saturday night’s 4-1 victory 
over AC Milan and bagged a 
hat-trick against Ukrainian 
champions Dynamo Kiev in 
Kiev to book Juventus into 
Wednesday. night’s European 
Cup semi-final against 
Monaco. 

With 23 goals between 
league and cup duty this sea- 
son. Inzaghi believes he 
deserves a place in Cesare 
Maldini's list of 22 at France 
‘98, alongside Juventus strike 
partner Alessandro Del Piero. 

"Maid ini knows me really 
well, we've spent a long time 
Together," said Inzaghi. 
whose international career 
started at Under-21 level 
under Maldini in December 
1993. and continued until 
March 1996. 

And a year after that, 
almost to the day. Inzaghi got 
his first call-up at senior level 
after Maldini replaced Arrigo 
Sacchi as national coach. 

“I don't think there will be 
problems.” he said. 


anv 


“Especially if I continue to 
play at this level with 
Juventus. I'll be honesL with 
performances like these, I 
hope that 1 deserve a place." 

However. Inzaghi faces 
stiff competition for a ticket 
to France. 

Maldini will probably only 
take five strikers with him 
and four places are pretty 
well sewn up: Del Piero, 
Fabrizio Ravanelli. Pierluigi 
Casiraghi and Christian Vteri. 

That leaves Inzaghi. USA 
‘94 hero Roberto Baggio, 
Chelsea’s Gianfranco Zola 
and Enrico Chiesa to fight for 
the remaining slot. 

Chiesa scored twice for 
Parma on Sunday as he sin- 
1 gle-handedly hauled them 
back from 2-0 down io 2-2. 
earning his side a valuable 
point. 

"Obviously, I'm thinking 
about the finals, in the next 
few weeks there's a place in 
the squad at stake,” Chiesa 
said. “Maldini knows me and 
has given me my chance in 
the past.” 
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FIFA Secretary General Sepp Blatter gestures during a press coherence during 
which he announced his intention to pursue his goal of becoming the 
erning bodv President. Blatter also confirmed that French soccer great Michel Platuu 
(L> would fill a newly-created post of FIFA’s Director of Sports if he wins the June. 8 
election at the FIFA congress (Reuters photo) 4 • 


Blatter calls for clean campaign 






PARIS (AFP) — FIFA general secretary 
Sepp Blatter called on Lennart Johansson 
on Monday to cut out the mud-slinging in 
the campaign to succeed Joao Havelange as 
FIFA president. 

The 62 -year-old. who said he had the 
backing of world champions Brazil and 14 
other national federations, made his plea as 
he officially announced he would stand 
against Johansson. 

Johansson and a majority of FIFA's exec- 
utive committee have been demanding that 
Blatter stand down as secretary general, 
claiming he could not do his job properly if 
he was" also busy electioneering for the 
most powerful job in sport. 

Johansson, put forward by UEFA, with 50 
of the 51 members signing his nomination 
form, has also accused Blatter of misusing 
his position as FIFA general secretary to 
campaign for the top job. 

But Blatter, who his been FIFA's top 
administrator for the past 16 years, made it 
clear he would not surrender his post. 

However in a bid to reach a compromise 
he said he would move out of his office in 
FIFA House in Zurich and not be involved 
directly in the day to day runing of the 
organisation. 

_“I am doing that of my own free will in a 
bid to lower the temperature and' id cool 
tempers." said Blatter. 

He added that he would hand over organ- 
isation of the FIFA Congress, which elects 
the new president, and daily FIFA paper- 
work to his deputy Michel Zen-Rufinen. 

Blatter also announced that Michel 
Platini, a former European Player of the 
Year and France national coach but current- 
ly the World Cup Organising Committee 
co-president, would be his executive sports 


director if he won the election on June'f iij' 
Paris, two days before the World Cup starter 
Johansson is hampered in his battle ; ;for-, 
the presidency by the opposition:^!; 
Havelange who is stepping down after 2£r 
years. '-u-i 

The Brazilian is determined to slop 
Johansson taking over and has publicly 
supported Blatter, who has been his right 
hand man with the Zurich-based otganisa-: 
tion for the past 16 years. . ■. 

Even a failed attempt by Blatter -fours 
years ago to oust Havelange seems to have 
been forgotten by the outgoing president;.- 
“It is no secret that Havelange is support- 
ing me.” said Blatter on Monday. 

“Once he was in front of me, now he' is 
behind me.” joked the Swiss-German. 

Blatter said that if elected he played to 
involve players, referees and coaches with 
FIFA much more than present 
. He also wants to dilute the power of the 
FIFA executive committee as well as 
expanding it and instead create a special 
‘bureau’ to deal with the day to days prob- 
lems facing FIFA. . 

. It also wants. to change the FIFA. statues. 
•So far Blatter has not been backed by any 
of the Asian or European federations but he 
admitted that he expected at least some 
Europeans to join his campaign. 

“They have two months to consider ray 
plans. Don’t forget until today there was 
only one candidate so it was natural that 
they supported Johansson,” said Blatter. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
K TAHNAH HIRSCH 
O’ Trawl Mate Samoa '~c 


Q.I 

hold: 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
As Ssuth. vulnerable, you 


spaces is preemptive. A split bid cf 
four dubs is anwie:' choice 


*85 TAJ 72 A K J 2 *865 


The biddmE has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


Pw IT 


2 *' 


Q.4 - Both vulnemble, as South 
you hold: 

*AK9 7Q9 5 '.AQ 109 *743 
Partner opens thefci dding with 
three dubs. What d; you bid now? 


■weak 

What arnor. do you take? 


A - Normally, you show a mini- 
mum opening bid by passing after 
enemy interference. However, it 
never pays to be silent when you 
have p»d four-card support for 
partners suit- Bid three hearts. 


A - At this vulneral dity. partner 
promises seven trick ; with duhs as 
trumps. Three no tn: unp may be the 
winning action, but I ack or a secure 
heart supper could t x fatal We 
would essay five clut ■*. It should noi 
be any worse than or > a finesse, and 
could be laydown. 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


Q. 3 - Neither vuint .-ruble, as 
South you hold: 


*9 8 6 7Q J CJ 10 5 3 *AJ10 8 

ng has pr. 

NORTH 


The bidding has. proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

IT I* Pm* 7 

What action do you take' 1 


*AK5 TKI0S “M 175 *A1062 
Your right-hand opp- ment opens 
the bidding with ikn x diamonds. 
What action do you t aka" 


A - You should respond to part- 
ner's overall as though it were an 
opening bid. Although your heart 
honor® might not be of any value, 
you still have three trumps, an ace 
and a ruffing value in the enemy 
suit, no: to mention potentially use. 
ful intermediate cards. Bid two 
spades. 


A - The preempt ha s taken the 
auction to a level wh ere you cannot 
explore for the best s poL Despite 
the fact that you ha-.- e only one dia- 
mond stopper, three no trump is a 
better hid than a tak> rout double, 
which could Land you in a woefully 
inadequate 4-3 lit. 


Q. 6 - As South, vd nerable, you 
hold: 


Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*K3 TAQ86 C7VKQ6S *Q 8 


*Q10753 7QJ7 0AKJ7 *8 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
p. What do you respond? 


The bidding has proc ceded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 Pass 2«» P*** 


spade. 


What do you bid now 


A - It depends on your methods. If 
you play that a jump w three 
sp3des is forcing, by all means take 
that action. If yw use limit jump 
raises ar.rf do not hare a specific 
understanding about a forcing 
raise, make awaiting bid of two dia- 
monds before jumping to four 
spades — an ismnediatelcap io four 


A - Make a reverse bid of two 
hearts. In the moder n style that is a 
one-round force, but even if i: is not. 
you have do other ni ible action. 

You need room in foe ate the best 
contract, and any otf .ev strength- 
showing rcoid both r fos you orbid- 
ding space and mis-d escribes this 
■ holding. 


Transfer fees bites intc 
Man. United profits 


LONDON t AFP i — Teddy Sheringham's £3.5 million 
move from Tottenham lust summer helped cut Manchester 
United's pre-tax profits by £4.6 million in the six months 
to the end of January . 

The English champions ported half-year profits before 
tax of £14.S million, down from £19.4 million, mainly 
because of a big increase in transfer spending. 

Turnover, though, was up from £50.1 million to £51.6 
million. 

At the same stage last year, the club was showing a £3.7 
million profit on transfers, but the latest figures revealed a 
2.6 million deficit. 

Underlying profits, before transfer fees, increased from 
15.7 million to 17.5 million. 

Gate receipts rose by £600.000 to £19 million, reflecting 
average attendances of 54.300. against an average of 
54.100 and an increase in price* and the introduction of 
1.000 new executive seats. 

Conference and catering incomes were boosted 37 per 
cent to £3.6 million thanks to greater use of the stadium on 
non-match days. 

Television income rose from 5.9 million to 7.9 million on 
the back of the new Premier League contract with BSkyB 
and the club's participation in the Champions' League. 

Sponsorship income, which also includes the Umbro kit 
deal, rose by 300.000 to 5.5 million. 

Merchandising turnover fell by II per cent to £15.6 mil- 
lion because of a decrease in replica home kit sales. A new 
strip will be on sale for next season. 

United have just agreed a new two-year shin sponsorship 
deal with existing backers Sharp, which is the most lucra- 
tive in Britain. 


Ronaldo holds map to UEFA glory 


MILAN 1 AFPi — Inter Milan are 
hoping Ronaldo will show them the 
way to the UEFA Cup final here on 
Tuesday night, when they point their 
compasses at Spanak Moscow. 

The Brazilian is in top goal-scoring 
form at the moment and a handsome 
victory in their semi-final first leg at 
San Siro will set Inter on the road lo 
a second consecutive UEFA final. 

Ronaldo notched three winners in 
seven remarkable days last week — 
a decisive second goal against Milan 
in Sunday's 3-0 derby triumph, 
Brazil's second in their 2-1 win over 
Germany on Wednesday night and 
Inter's winner in their 2-1 victory 
over Vicenza on Saturday. 

The fact that the 2l-year-old is able 
to rise to the big occasion, as he did 
with a winner in the last round 
against old rivals Schalke 04, is 
another source of inspiration to the 
squad. 

Inter have a score to settle with this 
competition after reaching the 1997 
final before losing to Schalke on 
penalties at San Siro. 

However, they will have to stan the 
journey back to the final without two 
of their key midfielders. Argentinian 
hardman Diego Siraeone and Italy’s 
World Cup hopeful Francesco 
Moriero. both of whom are suspend- 
ed. 

Simeone left Ailetieo Madrid 
under a cloud last season but has 
blossomed at Inter, providing the 
muscle in midfield which Inter had 
been missing since Paul Ince went to 


Liverpool, and bringing with him a 
sharper sense of goal than the 
England skipper. 

Simeone scored three times last 
week, against AC Milan and 
Vicenza, while Moriero has proved 
invaluable with his incisive runs 
from the right flank. 

Another midfielder, the recently- 
acquired Paulo Sousa of Portugal, is 
not elgibile to play in Europe for his 
new club. 

Coach Gigi Simoni's current 
headache is to re-shuffle his pack 
and choose the right strike partner 
for Ronaldo. 

One option is an aggressive 4-3-1- 
2 line-up with Javier Zanetti. Ze 
Elias and Benoit Cauet in the middle 
and Youri Djorkaeff supporting two 
strikers — Ronaldo and Ivan 
Zamorano or N wank wo Kami. 

More likely is that Dutchman Aron 
Winter will be used in midfield, 
rather than defence, removing the 
need for DjorkaelTs supporting role. 

At the back, Salvatore Fresi returns 
as libero while Nigerian Taribo West, 
whose extra-time header at 
Gelsenkirchen put them into the 
semis, will be on man-to-man mark- 
ing duty. 

Spartak, looking to reach their first 
ever European cup final, may have 
gone down 2-1 at St Petersburg on 
Saturday, but Simoni will not be set- 
ting much store by the Russian 
league defeat, particularly as half the 
Spartak side were involved in 
Russia's 2-1 win over the Italian 


Under-21 side last week. 

Team coach Oleg Romantsev 
clearly hasn't, saying: “It can only be 
a temporary loss of concentration. 
It's just not possible for a team who 
can beat Ajax Amsterdam at home 
and away can then lose to St 
Petersburg.” 

Spartak’s man to be watched, prob- 
ably by West, is 21 -year striker 
Aleksandr Shirko. who scored twice 
in Amsterdam and once in Moscow 
as Spartak dumped Ajax out of the 
quarter-finals. 

One or two more from Shirko here 
on Tuesday night would leave Inter 
with a mountain to climb in the sec- 
ond leg. with or without Simeone 

and Moriero. 

However, the Russians will be hin- 
dered by the suspension of playmak- 
er Andrei Tikhonov although Dmitri 
Alenichev, who impressed in 
Russia’s 1-0 win over France last 
week, is an able replacement and 
midfield partner Uya TsymbaJar has 
been in the goals in the past week 
scoring four in two matches. 
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ROMEO & JULIET i S^iLT ON OUR SKIN 


The biggest cinema production 

TITANIC 


Kim Basinger... in |j 

L.A CONFIDENTIAL ; 

1 2:30. 3:50. ti.00. S: 1 5. 10:45 ;! 


ABDOUN 
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GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Stows: 12:30. 3:30. 6; 15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00, 7:00. 
10:30 p.m. 


Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 
R15ALA ILA AL WA LI 

(ARABIC i 

Shc**s; 3:30. fr00, 5:15. 10:30 


'I Shows: 5:15. 8:30 

;; Tnt film it also on at 2:0(1 p.m. ■£• 

;• 12:00 a.m. on UWfccjdru, Thursdays 
■; ami Fridavs 
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GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 


Shows: 3:30, 7:00. 10:30 

The film is also an ai 12:00 a.m. on 
WcdnesxLiys. Thursdays and Fridays 


LKham^nesTheate 
TEL: 4625155 
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STARTNG APRIL 6TH 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring His ham Yanes. Antal 
Dabbas. Rama Kurdi and the group 






at 8:30 pm 
For reservations call: 4640155.4625153 
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Chicago Bolls* guard Michael Jordan drives through Milwaukee Bucks’ forward 
Armon Gilliam (L) and Jerald Honeycutt in the third quarter at the Bradley Center 
in Milwaukee. Jordan scored thirty points as the Balls defeated the Bucks 104-87 to 
sweep the season series (Renters photo) 

Pacers win; Hawks beat Pistons 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) ’ — The Indiana 
Pacers set an NBA recordTSyscbnhg the' 
- ,,J? fewest points in a game since the advent of 
the shotclock, losing 74-55 to the' San 
Antonio Spurs on Sunday. 

The Pacers played without their two best 
players. Reggie Miller was suspended for 
one game for a flagrant foul against 
Charlotte's Made Di vac on Friday, and Rik 
Smits has an injured foot. 

The Pacers, who scored 133. points on 
Friday, shot 27 percentand had nine points 
in the fourth period. The previous low was 

57, set three times, last by Orlando against 

Cleveland on Dec. 4, 1996. 

• Bolls 104, Backs 87: In Milwaukee. 
Michael Jordan scored 30 points, many of 
_ Ui diem with flashbulbs popping throughout 
1 the Bradley Center, as Chicago won its 
ninth straight. Jordan played less than 3 1/2 
minutes in the fourth quarter, but his con- 
secutive fadeaway jumpers had the fans 
standing and cheering late in the game. 

The crowd began to file out after Jordan 
left the game with 1:05 left and the Bulls 
ahead 100-83. Even without flu-stricken 
Scottie Pippen for the second straight game, 
the Bulls didn’t need Jordan fulltime to put 
away the injury-decimated Bucks, who lost 
their 12th straight to Chicago. 

■ Heat 109, Rockets 77: In Miami, Dan 
Majerle scored a season-high 22 points and 
- • Tim Hardaway had 16 points and a season- 
high 1 5 assists as Miami clinched its second 
straight Atlantic Division title. 

Alonzo Mourning outplayed Hakeem 
Olajuwon in the battle of two of the NBA’s 
top centres, outscoring the Houston All- 
Star 16- 15 and outre bounding him 15-4. 

The Rockets, who dropped their 13th con- 
secutive regular-season game against 
> . Florida teams, were playing without injured 
Charles Barkley (shoulder) and Clyde 
Drexler (groin). 

• Hawks 118, Pistons 95: In Atlanta, 

; Tyrone Corbin and Steve Smith scored 20 
points a .piece and Atlanta had its highest 
scoring game of the season.The Hawks 
scored a season-low 74 points in a loss to 
Chicagoon Friday night- But on Sunday, six 
Hawks scored in double figures as the team 
surpassed a previous season-high of 
• r " H7points at Toronto on March 17. 

Alan Henderson scored 19 points, . 
Mookie Blaylock and Dikembe Mutombo 
13 apiece and Eldridge Recasner added 11 
as Atlanta moved within 2 1/2 games of 
. . > Charlotte in the battle for tbe fourth playoff 

" spot in the Eastern Conference. 

. • Magic 95, Raptors 68: In Toronto, 

Horace Grant scored 16 points and Orlando . 
^ held Toronto to the fewest points in fran- 
<^2-^ chise history. Doug Christie was the only 
offensive presence- for Toronto, scoring 20 
‘ __ points on 6-fbr-1 7 shooting. The other four 
. i ? starters combined to shoot 7-for-3 1 . • 

_ The Magic, who came into tbe game in a 
three-way tie with the New Jersey Nets and 
pvj? Washington Wizards for the 'final playoff 
•’ll ‘ spot in the Eastern Conference, improved to 

37-35. 

Juro 31 • CavaHers 97, Hornets 82: In 

■ 1 Cleveland, Shawn Kemp had 25 points and 
11 rebounds flnd Derek Anderson scored 16 
as Cleveland beat weary Charlotte. 
Charlotte like tbe team with the fouith-best 
record in tbe NBA’s Eastern Conference. 

„ " ' The Hornets shot 29 per cent in tbefirst 
half to trail 52-28, and Glen Rice, held to a 


season-low six points on I-for-11 shooting 
against the Pacers,' was 5-fof-I3 for J5 

Points- ..... 

The Cavs won for the eighth time in 10 
games and stayed inthe sixth playoff posi- 
tion in the East. 

• Sons 106, Grizzlies 98: In Phoenix. 
Cliff Robinson scored 20 points and Kevin 
Johnson came off the bench to contribute 
15 points and 1 1 assists as Phoenix pulled 
away late to beat VancouvetDanny 
Maiming broke a 93-94 tie with an IS-foot 
jumper witbjust over two minutes remain- 
ing. 

The Suns did most of the restof their scor- 
ing from the foul line as they closed the 
game with a 12-4 run-Shareef Abdur-Rahim 
had 30 points and Blue Edwards for tee 
Grizzlies, who have lost 15 straight road 
games since Jan. 23. 

• 76ers 99, Celtics 94: In Philadelphia, 
Derrick Coleman scored 13 of his 34 points 
in tee fourth quarter as Philadelphia 
snapped a five-game losing streak. 

Alien Iverson added 20 points for 
Philadelphia, which avenged an 18-point 
loss to the Celtics a week ago.Boston. 
which lost for tee sixth time in its last seven 
road games, was led by Antoine Walker’s 
34 points and 12 rebounds and Ron 
Mercer’s 18 points. 

• Timberwolves 104, Kings 96: In 
Sacramento, California, Kevin Garnett 
scored a season-high 32 points with 14 
rebounds as Minnesota sent Sacramento to 
its 11th straight ioss.Gametr shot 15-for-22 
from tee field in 40 minutes with six assists, 
four steals and two blocks. 

He finished one point shy of matching his 
career-higb.The Timberwolves, winners of 
three straight and five of six,led by 10 
points after three quarters and opened tee 
fourth witha 9-2 run for a 85-68 lead, their 
biggest of tee game. 

• Trail Blazers 99, Warriors 83: In 
Oakland, California, Isaiah Rider had 21 
points, including 14 in tee third quarter, as 
Portland puDed away to beat GoldenState. 

The Trail Blazers, who clinched a playoff 
spot Thursday, havewon three straight after 
losing their previous three. Brian Chant had 
19 points and Damon Stoudamire added 12. 
The Warriors, losers of 10 of teeir last 11 
games, had four players in double figures 
led by Clarence Weatherspoon and Jim 
Jackson with 18 each. 

• Cfippers 108, Mavericks 86: In Los 
Angeles, Lamond Murray scored 27 points 
and James Robinson added 24 as Los 
Angeles snapped its five-game losing 
streak. All five Clippers’ starters scored in 
double figures and teeir defense held Dallas 
18 points under what Los Angeles oppo- 
nents had been averaging- 

• Lakers 116, Wizards 89: In Inglewood, 
California, Shaquille O’Neal had 33 points 
and 13 rebounds despite sitting out tee 
fourth quarter as tee Los Angeles Lakers 
overwhelmed Washington. 

The win was tee ninth straight at home 
and 12th in 14 games overall for tee Lakers, 
who trail tee Pacific Division-leading 
Seattle SuperSonics by two games with 11 
left in the regular season. 

Kobe Bryant added 15 points — all in the 
second quarter — and Eddie Jones bad 13 
for the Lakers, who rested all of their 
s tartars except Derek Fisher in tee fourth 
quarter. 


Williams 

gains 

momentum 
in race 
toward top 

KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) 
— It’s a long way from No. 
10 to No. 1, but Venus 
Williams is eager to make 
the trip. 

W illiams will assume tee 
world No. 10 ranking on 
Monday thanks to her vic- 
tory in tee $4.6 million 
Lipton Championships on 
Saturday, a triumph that 
included a semi-final win 
over world No.l Martina 
Hingis. 

It was her second victory 
this year over Hingis, who 
had appeared all but invin- 
cible at tee end of 1997. 

Oddly, tee closer 
Wiliams gets, tee more 
circumspect she becomes. 

Tbe player who has 
brashly proclaimed herself 
tee future Dumber one, did- 
n't want to overestimate 
her achievement in win- 
ning tee Lipton, widely 
seen as the most presti- 
gious event outside of tee 
four Grand Slams. 

“I'm coming,” she said. 
“Don’t rush me. I’m not 
there yet.” 

But Hingis, who captured 
her fourth Grand Slam sin- 
gles title at the Australian 
Open in January, said 
Williams was definitely 
narrowing tee gap. 

“She beat me in Sydney, 
she beat me now,” Hingis 
said. ‘’She is going to be a 
very difficult rival.” 

’ The two are ‘almost exact- 
ly- tee same age. Williams, 
bom in June of 1980, is 
three months older. 

Bote turned professional 
in 1 994, but there the com- 
parisons end. 

While Hingis starred in 
tee junior ranks, becoming 
tee youngest junior Grand 
Slam titlist when she won 
the 1993 French Open 
junior crown, Williams’ 
father Richard kept Venus 
and her younger sister 
Serena out of tee junior 
tournament fray. 

It was three years before 
Williams really made her 
mark, moving in 1997 from 
204th in tee world to 22nd, 
a leap, teat included an 
appearance in the U.S. 
Open final, where she lost 
to Hingis. 

“I’m still not at her level, 
but I'm progressing,” 
Williams said. 

“Now she plays with a lot 
of confidence,” Hingis 
said. “She controls tee 
points better than she used 
to and she plays smarter.” 

The victory at Key 
Biscayne followed ■. 

Williams’ first WTA Tour I 
win, at Oklahoma City in " j 
February. 

In tee Lipton final she 
downed 16-year-old 
Russian Anna Kournikova, 
another sign that tee 
youngsters who . have 
threatened for more than a 
year to overturn tee old 
order of women’s tennis 
are coming into their own. 

Kournikova reached her 
first WTA Tour final with 
victories over fifth-seeded 
Monica Seles, World No.2 
Lindsay Davenport and 
three-time Grand Slam 
champion Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 

“I think it’s a good sign 
for the future because if it 
hadn’t been me in tee 
finals, it would have been 
Martina, or it would have 
been ' Serena,” Williams 
said. “It was going to be a 
teenage final, especially 
with Anna pulling her end 
in tbe bottom draw. 
Everyone was exposed to 
tee new girls.” 



Marcelo Rios of Chile returns serve at The Lipton 
Championships. Rios defeated Agassi 7-5 6-3 6-4 to take 
the title become the No. 1 ranked men’s tennis player in 
the world (Reuters photo) 


Andre Agassi of the U.S. is stunned by a close line call 
in the second set of his Gnal against Marcelo Rios of 
Chile at the Lipton Championships. Rios defeated 
Agassi 7-5 6-3 6-4 to take the title (Reuters photo) 


Rios gains No. 1 ranking 
with win over Agassi 


KEY BISCAYNE l AFP) — 
Marcelo Rios of Chile cap- 
tured the World No. 1 rank- 
ing here Sunday with a 7-5. 
6-3, 6-4 victory over Andre 
Agassi in tee final of tee 
Lipton Tennis 

Championships. 

Rios ended American Pete 
Sampras' 102- week reign at 
tee top. bis ascendancy will 
become official when tee 
new rankings are released 
ou Monday. 

“Being the best player in 
tee world for Chile is not 
normal,” Rios said. “We 
have never had a champion 
, be No. 1 in tee world in ten- 
nis. It’s really good. I feel- 
really proud, being Chilean, 
to be tee only one to be No. 
I in tee world.” 

Rios became tee first 
South American, tee sixth- 
youngest man and tee 
fourth left-hander to hold 
the No. 1 ranking. He is tee 
first to jump straight from 
No. 3 to No. 1 without stop- 
ping at No. 2. and he is tee 
second player to reach No. 1 
before winning a Grand 


Slam tide. 

The first was Ivan Lendl, 
who reached tee top in 
1983. before winning his 
first Grand Slam crown at 
the French Open tee follow- 
ing year. 

The Chilean lost his serve 
once in tee first set — tee 
only break point he faced 
tee entire match — and took 
advantage of 39 unforced 
errors by Agassi to prevail 
in just under two hours. 

He claimed his third title 
of tee season and his third 
title in a prestigious Super 
Nine event. 

“I think winning like this 
and beating Agassi in tee 
final, a former No. 1, 1 can’t 
ask for more.” sard Rios. “I 
felt like I was winning my 
serve really easy and was 
also returning really good. I 
played a great match and 
teat's tee way it is.” 

Rios, 22. captured his 
eighth career singles title 
and third this season as he 
improved his 1998 record to 
an ATP Tour-leading 25-3. 
With his victory at tee 


Champions Cup at Indian 
Wells, California, two 
weeks ago. Rios became tee 
first player to win back-to- 
back Super Nine events 
since Agassi won tee 
Canadian Open and tee ATP 
Championships in 

Cincinnati in 1995. 

In January, Rios won tee 
event in Auckland, New 
Zealand and was a finalist at 
tee Australian Open. Last 
season, Rios prevailed ai 
Monte Carlo for his first 
career Super Nine title. 

Agassi, who has won two 
titles this year as he surges 
back- from • a dismal- ,1 997. - 
suffered only his fourth 
defeat in ‘ 28 matches ihis 
season. 

“He played better than I 
expected,” Agassi said of 
Rios, who he hadn't played 
before. “I had a little trouble 
reading his serve, his fore- 
hand. and 1 wasn’t quite 
pulling tee trigger on my 
shots. He’s the kind of guy 
that you can’t wait for him 
to miss — you've got to be 
able to take it to him. I did- 


TheBoringNeedNotApply. 


A media agency which handles advertising for the local broadcast of a pan-Arab 
radio station needs a Business Development Manager and Sales 
Representatives. Sales will be their main task but not just for a can or a bottle 
or a car. Selling radio air time is a little crazier ("Would you like to buy 30 
seconds of air?") Ncrw, radio is a rapidly growing industry and that makes 
radio airwaves exciting to sell. And we're looking for sfigffitfy wild young people, 
male or female, to join oufun team. Thafs the first qualification. The others: ftesh 
or relatively fresh graduates with a marketing and sales related- BJH. 
degree; two years work experience in sales; aggressive, hyperdriven, 
courageous, daring, tireless, bold, beautiful (why not?) and, oh, yes, creative. 

If you think that's you, send your application letter and CV with a recent photo 
and expected salary to: P.O. BOX 142521 Amman 11814. 

Only applications received by April 11 th will be entertained. 
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Share your creativity with us by 
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and a new ALL DAY 
DINING RESTAURANT 

Send your suggestions to: 

Pick a Name 
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Amman 1 1 1 80 Jordan 
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n’t quite do it.” 

Agassi was denied a fouth 
Lipton title, after wins in 
1990. 1995 and 1996. With 
a victory, he would have 
passed Sampras for first on 
tee all-time list with 10 
Super Nine titles. 

Agassi, who ended 1997 
ranked 122nd in tee world, 
had risen to 3 1st by tee start 
of tee Lipton and will move 
into tee top 30 after reach- 
ing the final here. 

Agassi suggested teat for 
Rios to solidify his status as 
tee No. 1 player, he will 
have to win a Grand Slain 
title.- 

“He’s No. j right now,” 
said Agassi. “How he does 
in tee Grand Slams, how 
everybody does in tee 
Grand Slams, ultimately 
determines tee end of tee 
year ranking. He’ll have to 
win a slam this year to be 
No. 1 in tee players' eyes. 
To be No. 1 in his own eyes, 
he’d have to win a Slam.” 


Neville boys 
to stay 
until 2005 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Premiership champions 
Manchester United received a 
boost here on Monday as they 
announced that international 
defenders Gary and PM 
Neville had extended their con- 
tracts with the ‘Red Devils’ till 
2005. 

The brothers, who have been 
die defensive backbone for 
United's domination of English 
football for the past three years, 
were origninally tied to the club 
tfll 2002 but United solicitor 
and director Maurice Watkins 
confirmed the dub wanted to 
reward the duo for their 
progress this season. 

Gaiy Neville, who like Phil 
owes his success not to manag- 
er Alex Ferguson but to his 
unsung assistant Brian Kidd 
who has been responsible for 
United’s superb youth policy, 
has become a stalwart of the 
United defence and the 23- 
year-old has captained the side 
twice in recent weeks. 


FOR SALE 

BMW 520i. model 1992. in excellent condition. 
Duty unpaid. JD9.000. 

Call Rana at 4654842, 

Tuesday thru Thursday from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. 



Sale 


Handwoven Bedouin and Tribal Rugs 

at 

Jordan Craft Center (Alaydi) 

Jabal Amman, Second Circle Tel. 4644555 
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Palestinian policemen 
prepare for Israeli pullout 


JERICHO (AFP) — As the 
United States tries to push 
Israel to conduct a troop with- 
drawal from the West Bank, 
the Pales tinian*; are tr aining 
some 4,000 police recruits to 
take control of the “newly lib- 
erated” areas, officials said 
Monday. 

In a t raining ground in the 
West Bank town of Jericho, 
candidates to join the 
Preventive Security Service 
practice storming buildings, 
crawl along the ground as live 
bullets are fired over their 
heads and train in camouflage. 

“We have between 3,000 and 
4.000 new soldiers being 
trained in preparation for the 


redeployment which Israel is 
due to implement.” said their 
bead trainer, known only by his 
nom-de-guene, Abu A1 Fahd. 

‘They're ready to move into 
the newly liberated areas 
immediately. once we get the 
word, even in the middle of die 
night,” Abu AI Fahd told AFP. 

But the wait could be long. 

U.S. peace envoy Dennis 
Ross was on the fourth and 
probably last day of a mediat- 
ing mission Monday, so far 
unable to overcome Israeli 
opposition to a U.S. plan for 
conducting the troop with- 
drawal. 

“They will be prepared to 
protect the Palestinian people 


from all threats, no matter 
where they come from,” he 
said. 

The recruits, aged 17-33, ran 
through a scries of military- 
style exercises, starting with 
the basics of firing auto m a ti c 
weapons and sidearms. 

In mb exercise, they stormed 
a house, leaping through win- 
dows and breaking dawn the 
door in a simulated rescue of 
civ ilians kidnapped by mili- 
tants. 

Recruits applied face-paint 
and covered their heads in 
foliage, and others crawled 
belly-down across the sand 
while officers fixed automatic 
weapons over their heads. 


Arafat visits Dutch university, 
due to meet the queen 


ROTTERDAM (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Monday addressed a 
student congress at the 
Erasmus University in 
Rotterdam on the first day of a 
two-day private visit to the 
Netherlands. 

Me Arafat and Dutch Prime 
Minister Wim Kok opened the 
institution's Student Business 
Week and the Palestinian 
leader gave a 30-minute 
speech on the paralysed 
Middle East peace process, a 
university spokesman told 
AFP. 

Mr. Arafat will later meet 
with Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands. 

On Tuesday be is scheduled 
to discuss the stalled peace 


process with Foreign Minister 
Hans van Mierio in 
Amsterdam and meet with 
other representatives of the 
Dutch foreign ministry and 
members of die lower chamber 
of parliament. 

The Palestinian leader and 
Mr. Kok held talks on the crisis 
between Israel and Palestine 
during Mr. Arafat's visit here in 
early February. 

Mr Kok then said the lack of 
progress in the peace talks was 
"disappointing'' and “frustrat- 
ing." but insisted that the 
European Union could play a 
greater part in political 
attempts to save the peace 
process. 

President Arafat's visit 
comes as U.S. Middle East 


envoy Dennis Ross reported 
that his latest round of consul- 
tations with Palestinian and 
Israeli leaders had foiled to 
yield a taealohnxigh. 

In three meetings with Mr. 
Ross since Friday. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has stood firm on 
his insistence that Israel will 
carry out no further troop with- 
drawals from the West Bank 
until the Palestinians take con- 
crete action against terrorism. 
Mr. Netanyahu's spokesman 
David Bar-DIan said Monday. 

Another meeting between 
Mr. Ross. Mr. Netanyahu and 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai is scheduled to take 
place late Monday in an 
attempt to break the impasse. 


Turkey, Turkish Cypriots move to 
counter Cyprus’ EU membership 


NICOSIA (AP) — As the 
European Union (EU) start- 
ed enlargement, negotiations 
with prospective members 
including. Cyprus,. Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem travelled to the 
Turkish Cypriot sector of 
the island Monday as part of 
a plan to move toward so- 
called “partial integration.” 
Mr. Cera travelled here in a 
gesture to bring Turkish 
Cypriot ministers on his 
plane back to Turkey for a 
meeting to discuss closer 
political and economic 
cooperation. 

The two sides recently 
agreed to include Turkish 
Cypriot officials in Turkish 
delegations at international 
meetings and to appoint 
them to diplomatic missions 
abroad. 

“Remember that if pres- 
sure and oppression leave 
you with no other alterna- 
tive. the decision to inte- 
grate with Turkey is always 
yours," Mr. Cem said, 
addressing the officials of 


the breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state that is only 
recognised by Ankara. , 

His visit was timed to 
coincide with the EU’s 
membership talks with 
Greek Cypriots, who head 
the internationally recog- 
nised government of Cyprus 
(See story on page 4). 

“We call on the EU to 
very carefully assess the 
steps it is taking," Mr. Cem 
said. "The acceptance of the 
Greek Cypriots as being 
competent to negotiate on 
behalf of the whole island is 
an open violation of interna- 
tional law and denial of 
reality." Turkey and Turkish 
Cypriots argue that Cyprus 
cannot join the EU before a 
solution has been reached 
on the divided island and 
that its admission now’ 
would amount to an integra- 
tion with Greece, an EU 
member. 

“Membership of the 
Greek Cypriots in the EU 
would divide the island for- 
ever.” Turkish Cypriot 


leader Rauf Denktash said 
during a meeting with Mr. 
Cem Monday. 

Mr. Denktash has rejected 
an offer for Turkish 
Cypriots to join the team 
that will negotiate the 
island’s entry to the EU. 

Angered at the EU’s move 
to begin membership talks. 
Mr. Denktash has made 
equal recognition of his 
state a precondition for the 
resumption of deadlocked 
U.N. negotiations. He 
repeated his position to 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan in Geneva on 
Saturday. 

Cyprus has been divided 
into Greek and Turkish sec- 
tors since 1974 when 
Turkish troops invaded the 
northern third of the island 
to protect the Turkish 
minority following a short- 
lived coup by supporters of 
union with Greece. 

Turkey maintains about 
30.000 troops on the island. 


3 more Kurds arrested in Turkey 


ANKARA (AP) — 
Stepping up a broad inquiry 
into Turkey’s biggest 
Kurdish party, authorities 
arrested three executives of 
that party Monday. 

The three Democracy 
Party (DP) officials had 
gone to the state security 
court to give testimony on 
the investigation involving 
the patty when they were 
arrested. Two of them. Sirri 
Sakik and Sedai Yurt das, 
were former deputies from 
a predecessor Kurdish 
party, which was shut down 
by the Constitutional Court 
in 1994 for separatism. 


They were convicted of 
separatist propaganda and 
served more than two years 
in jail. Four other former 
Kurdish deputies, including 
Nobel Peace Prize candi- 
date Leyla Zana. remain 
jailed. 

The current investigation 
was sparked by a 1998 cal- 
endar. distributed by the 
DP, which had pictures of 
Kurdish rebels killed dur- 
ing fighting, authorities 
claim. DP officials 
described the dead as 
Kurdish intellectuals who 
were killed by security 
forces. 


Seven DP executives, 
including its chairman 
Murat Boziak. have already 
been charged with leading 
the political wing of the 
Kurdish rebel organisation 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). They each face 22 
and 1/2 years in prison if 
convicted. 

It wasn't immediately 
clear whether the three 
arrested Monday would 
also be similarly charged. 

The PKK's 1 3-year-old 
fight for autonomy in 
south-eastern Turkey has 
cost more than 37.000 lives. 



TORNADO STRICKEN HOME; Residents of a storm-damaged home along North Seventh Street in St Peter, 
Minnesota, survey damage to their home after a tornado ripped through the town on Sunday. Tornadoes Ieveiled 
homes across southern Minnesota on Sunday, killing at least one person and injuring more than two dozen (AP Photo; 


U.N. arms inspections of Iraqi presidential 
sites reach half-way mark — Dhanapala 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
arms experts reached the half- 
way mark of their inspections 
of presidential sites as Iraq said 
Monday that the searches 
proved it has no more banned 
weapons to hide and economic 
sanctions should be lifted. 

Jayantba Dhanapala, bead of 
a Special Group of UN. 
inspectors accompanied by 
diplomats, said they inspected 
three presidential sites in north- 
ern Iraq since Saturday and that 
the visits so for bad not encoun- 
tered any major problem. 

The team returned to 
Baghdad after the first inspec- 
tions of palaces in Takrit. 
Mosul and Jabal MakhuL he 
said. 

‘■This means that 50 per cent 
of our job is done and we are 
well on the way to completing 
the memorandum of under- 
standing. as far as the initial 
rounds of visits are concerned." 
he told a press conference. 

“There have been no major 
problems.” during the searches 
for secrets on Iraqi banned 
weapons programmes, said 
Mr. Dhanapala. a Sri Lankan 


diplomat and arms control 
expert. 

The inspections of Iraq's 
eight presidential sites, as 
agreed in a Feb. 23 accord 
between Baghdad and the 
United Nations. started 
Thursday when the Special 
Group spent two days visiting 
Baghdad's Sprawling 

Radwaniya complex. 

The accord signed by U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
and Iraq's Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz defused a 
crisis in which the United 
Stales and Britain threatened to 
use military force. 

"Iraqi cooperation is positive. 
There Ls goodwill on both 
sides." said Mr. Dhanapala. 
“Tareq Aziz assisted the visits, 
which is an indication of the 
serious concern of Iraq.” 

Asked if anything unusual 
was detected at the palaces in 
northern Iraq, he said; “Not 
that I am aware oL. But as I 
have said, our task [as diplo- 
mats] is to observe." 

Twenty diplomats are 
accompanying inspectors of 
the U.N. Special Commission 


(UNSCOM) in charge of elim- 
inating Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction, as a means of 
addressing Iraqi concerns over 
its sovereignty. 

Mr. Dhanapala said the 
palaces in the north were 
“essentially guest houses, pre- 
sumably for foreign digni- 
taries... They are a construction 
of villas and guest houses." 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein visited bis hometown 
of Takrit on Sunday, a day after 
the search of the palace there. 

The tuling Baath Party’s 
newspaper, meanwhile, said 
the special team has “found no 
trace of proscribed arms and 
will not find anything in the 
days to come, at the sites or 
anywhere else.” 

“The facts prove that what 
Iraq says is credible while U.S. 
and British statements on the 
presidential sites are mere lies.” 
said Al-Thawra, referring to 
charges they were being used 
for chemical and biological 
arras programmes. 

“Iraq is fully committed to 
respecting its accord with the 
United Nations on inspections 


and expects the [U.N.] Security 
Council to also respect its com- 
mitments and Hit foe interna- 
tional embargo." it said. 

UN. economic sanctions, in 
force since Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, cannot be lifted 
until UNSCOM has certified 
foe dismantling of Baghdad’s 
chemical and germ warfare 
programmes as well as long- 
range missiles. 

Ml Dhanapala. declining to 
disclose the location of the next 
inspection, said that the first 
round of visits to all eight sites 
should be completed “in foe 
next week.” “Then we would 
return to our respective coun- 
tries and 1 will go back to my 
job in New Yak," he said 
adding it was up to UNSCOM 
ate.ttefopemaopnal Atomic 
Energy Agency to determine 
what sites should be revisited 

The four remaining rites in 
the initial visits are the presi- 
dential palace on the Tigris 
River in Baghdad Jijoud near 
the capital Al Tharfoar some 
100 km to the north-west, and 
the Basra palace in southern 
Iraq. 


Turkey moves to 
prevent studying 
at Islamic 
institutions abroad 


ANKARA (.AP) — Fulfilling a 
demand of Turkey's generals, 
the Turkish government has 
drafted a law to prevent Turks 
from studying at Islamic institu- 
tions abroad a television station 
reported Monday. 

The Turkish military has also 
pul pressure on the government 
to crack down on even the 
slightest sign of Islamic revival 
domestically. 

According to NTV. a private 
station, the new law would set 
up a committee to evaluate 
applications to study abroad 
The committee would include 
officials from the Intelligence 
Agency. Defence Ministry and 
the National Security Council. 

Thousands of Turkish stu- 
dents study in US. and 
European universities and in 
hundreds in Islamic institutions 
in the Middle East. The pro- 
posed law targets schools in 
Sudan. Iran. Libya and Egypt. 
NTV said. Graduates of the 
internationally acclaimed AJ 
Azhar L'rrivority in Cairo have 
been under special scrutiny by 
the military, which sees the 
school as breeding ground for 
Islamist activists advocating 
Islamic law. 


Troops kill over 100 rebels in Algeria — paper 


P.AR1S (R) — Algerian 
troops have killed more than 
100 rebels in a new offen- 
sive on rebel strongholds in 
western Algeria, an Algerian 
newspaper said on Monday. 

Reid artillery first pound- 
ed the rebels oa Ouarsenis 
Mountain in the western 
province of Relizanc. 270 
kilometres from Algiers, 
and then troops stormed the 
trapped men. L’Authemique 
daily said. 

Tipped off by two girls 
who escaped their rebel 
abductors. the military 
began the operation last 
Tuesday, L’Authentique 
said, adding that the offen- 
sive w'as continuing. 

The newspaper is w’idely 
believed to be close to 
Algerian President Liamine 
ZerouaTs top adviser 
Mohammad Betehinc. Mr. 
Betchine was head of the 
military intelligence service 
until I9S9. 

L’Authentique said troops 
killed more than SO rebels in 
the first two days of the 
operation. Another IS ami 
then more than 20 were 
killed in two later stages as 
they rolled over rebel hide- 
outs. 

The reported operation 
was preceded by a similar 
offensive in the neighbour- 


Algerian extremists escape 
to Morocco — report 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An aimed Algerian Islamist group has fled 
to Morocco after using a stolen track to break out of an encircling 
operation by' army troops, a newspaper reported Monday. 

Earlier reports had said the Islamist group — comprising 
between five and eight members — had been surrounded by mil- 
itary personnel in southwest Algeria. 

The Islamists had been pursued since kidnapping two civilians 
earlier this month. 

The AJ Khobar new spaper reported thar the group took a track, 
which it abandoned near the border before crossing into 
Morocco. 

The .Algerian press has repeatedly accused Morocco of har- 
bouring Islamists opposed to the government in Algiers. 


ing TIemcen province in 
February in which 
L'Authentique and other 
dailies said more than 100 
rebels died. 

The authorities, anxious to 
reassure the public al home 
and abroad that the govern- 
ment forces were not just 
standing by as rebels massa- 
cred civilians, showed tele- 
vision footage of the 

Tlcmecn operation. 

The military operation 
which began last week in 
Relizane was the first 
reported major operation in 
foe province, scene of a 
series of massacres of hun- 
dreds of farming families in 
January. 


The government blamed 
Islamist rebels for the mas- 
sacres. 

Algeria plunged into civil 
strife in early 1992 when foe 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which 
Islamtsts had taken a com- 
manding lead. 

Western estimates say 
more than 65.000 people — 
rebels, civilians and mem- 
bers . of the government 
security forces — have died 
in the violence. 

The government said 
about 26,000 civilians and 
security forces’ members 
had been killed up to 1997. 
It gave no figure for deaths 
among the rebels. 


‘Average’ mummies tell about everyday life in ancient Egypt 


By Sammy Ketz 


CAIRO Agency France 
Presse — French archaeolo- 
gists are examining the 
remains of commoners’ 
mummies to Ieam more about 
ancient Egyptian life, in con- 
trast to otter experts who have 
sought to see it through the 
eyes of pharaohs and nobles. 

“We are working on anony- 
mous [mummies] who did not 
know how to write and there- 
fore- left no trace unlike the 
pharaohs who marked their 
presence by' texts or monu- 


mental drawings on temples." 
said Fran^oise Dunand. 

“History was also made by 
anonymous people.” said the 
professor of history of reli- 
gions from the University of 
Strasbourg, in eastern France. 

“The mummies express 
themselves if we know how to 
ask and listen,” said Ms. 
Dunand who has been work- 
ing on dozens of mummies 
found in the Western Desert 
of Egypt wifo radiologist 
Roger Licbtenberg and 
anthropologist Jean-Louis 
Heim. 


Between I9S] and 1993 the 
team examined every inch of 
foe 72 tombs in the Doush 
necropolis, south of the 
Kharga Oasis in the Western 
Desert 

In 1994 they resumed their 
work and focused on the Ain 
Labakha Roman fortress 30 
km north-west of Kharga 
Oasis, where 60 mummies 
were taken out of their tombs 
to be X-rayed and studied 

The mummies had been 
buried in tombs dug into foe 
rock near foe village where 
ancient Egyptians from the 


Ptolemaic dynasty lived until 
foe third century after Christ. 

“We are conducting a real 
population study using tech- 
niques of medicine, archaeol- 
ogy and anthropology," said 
Ms. Dunand whose ream 
works on a monthly shoe- 
string budget of S5.000. 

The team has accumulated a 
trove of information: ancient 
Egyptians had a life expectan- 
cy of 38 years, many dyed 
their hair red and suffered 
from arthritis. 

In addition. ancient 
Egyptian priests were circum- 


cised and their diet coasisted 
of crushed ccrcal.s sometimes 
mixed with sand, olives and 
raisins. 

“When the rich died special 
can: was given to their mum- 
mification and to their sar- 
cophagus while foe poor were 
simply covered in a shroud 
and placed in a tomh with a 
stone for pillow and a stone to 
raise the feet.” Ms. Dunand 
said 

In .Ain Labakha. the 
mummy of a child of a 
notable had his eves covered 
in gold leaf which the ancient 


Egyptians believed was “the 
flesh of Gods" because his 
parents wanted to deify him in 
foe hereafter. Ms. Dunand 
explained. 

■Ancient Egyptians in Ain 
Labakha also had a sweet 
tooth. “They ale honey or 
sugar because we found 
decayed teeth unlike those at 
Doush who had excellent 
teeth." said Ms. Dunand. 

Women died early, between 
the age> of 12 and 40. most of 
them during labour while men 
lived to ripe old ages of 40 or 
50 and sometimes even 60. 


Bilharzia, a parasitic disease 
contracted from water, was 
common along with tubercu- 
losis and typhoid. 

Ancient Egyptians also suf- 
fered from arthritis in their 
spinal cords “which means 
font they carried daily heavy 
loads and that there few beasts 
of burden in foe region.” 

Ms. Dunand hopes to pub- 
lish her findings in two 
months, and after that she 
expects to start a new round of 
excavations to shed light on 
Egypt during foe rule of 
the pharaohs. 


Press 

eats cat^infe^ 
in line of 


GABORONE 

House Press Senary Wife 

McCuny 

reporters with 

head, pointed out qttestiW 

ere with a 

jumped into a swimnmig 
pool fully clofoejl^^ 
Sunday, be ate 
The press repieseh&frve 
was waiting wifo a grwipiof 
reporters for U-Si Presidaa 
BUI Clinton to begjfcij 
speech in the Botswanacap- 
ital when an AztiaicaQ 
Lutheran missionary 
approached with a bowl 
mo pane worms. The cater- 
pillars had been boiled in 
salt water and left in foe son 
to dry. McCuny took tfc 
bait, gobbled down .tbe 
caterpillar, and did it again 
for photographers. He eval- 
uated the experience with a 
minim um of spin. “Tastes 
like a dead worm fried, in 
oil,” he said. 


Diana's armour oil 
display at anti-land- 
mines exhibition 


Swedish driver, 
aged 104, causes 
traffic chaos 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A 
104-year-old Swedish man 
ran red lights, smashed into 
parked cars and mounted 
foe kerb during an outing in 
his 196S grey Ford Cortina, 
Swedish newspapers report- 
ed. They said foe unnamed 
man could be tbe oldest per- 
son ever to face driving 
charges. Traffic patrols were 
called out when reports 
came in that a car was stuck 
crosswise across a street, 
unable to swing around in 
either direction, hatting two 
cars as it attempted to turn 
and causing a long queue. 
“You just have to be glad 
that he didn't run anyone 
over.” Inspector Hans 
Rundkvist of tbe traffic 
police told (be daily 
Expressen. 
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LONDON (AP) — Tbe 
body arm our worn by 
Princess Diana when she 
visited Angolan minefields 
goes on display this weekat 
a special exhibition at tbe 
Imperial War Museum 
called "Landmines: The 
Human Cost." The protec- 
tive vest will be among pho- 
tographs and other memora- 
bilia documenting Diana's 
campaign for a worldwide 
ban on anti-personnel 
mines, which included a 
January 1997 visit to 
Angola. 
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London Zoo 
installs buffer for 
April Fool’s calls 

LONDON 1 "(A W ■’ — 
London Zoo has installed a 
special buffer on its tele- 
phone system to stop its 
switchboard being plagued 
by April. 1 pranksters. The 
Sunday Telegraph reported. 
“It might sound odd but it is 
quite necessary," said a 
spokesman. “On an ordi- 
nary day we get an average 
of one hoax call an hour, 
asking for people with 
names such as Mr. C Lion, 
or Albert Ross, but oh April 
Fool's Day the lines go 
crazy. "There are. literally 
hundreds of calls.;, if we let 
all the calls through the 
switchboard would col- 
lapse.’’ 
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gives birth 


ROME (AFP) — A woman 
has given birth to a healthy 
baby girl despite being in J 
coma for six months, and 
doctors hope the experience 
will help her recover, 
according to press reports 
here. The 21 -year-old 
woman has been in hospit*^ 
after suffering a brain haem- 
orrhage and falling into, the 
coma six months ago, a few 
weeks after conception. Last 
week, in her seventh month 
of pregnancy, she gave birth 
by Caesarean section toj 
giri, Shenoo. who weigh®** 
2.4 kg. When they laid.th® 
new-born baby upon her, the 
mother sited a teat; g fan# 
doctors hope riy»t she is oD 
the road to recovery. . . 
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